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This report h< 
it contains information 



iified "flcwct" because 
i~&*, NT 4099-S^ and : f 
Mir 42I?~3*; Theeef sources have fa-.iished highly -sensitive 
information with 'respect' to the racial situation in-' the 
NY area and the Conuiunis-G infiltration thereof'.: If is felt 
that this classifiga^ictf is neces^ry in order not-s.to jeopardize 
the valuable. , pos£t4<>ns* of these inf ormants' : 'in« furnishes ' ' ■ 
information^?/ this nature!^ ; ?'* ' ' I ~* fm>* -'^ 
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ADMINISTRATIVE CONT'D 

(U) It is also classified "Secret" because it contains 
a characterization of STANLEY LEVISON as furnished by NY 694-S*. 
This characterization contains a large amount of concentrated 
information from NY 694 -S* and it is felt that this classification 
is necessary in order to protect this valuable source.^ 

For th& information of the Bureau, it is noted that 
due to the necessity of setting forth the identites of those 
individuals who participated in such demonstrations as the 
March on Washington and the Powell Shooting demonstrations 
and characterizing these individuals, ■ a separate appendix 
section has been utilized in this report for such characterizations 
It was felt that to set forth such a large number of 
characterizations immediately following mention of the 
individual In the details of the report, would have detracted 
from the continuity of the report. However, in some instances 
where i„. was felt for purposes ox" clarity and ease in 
reading v the characterizations of individuals have been 
included immediately after the mentioning of the name. 
The. appendix contains all of the individuals who can be 
characterized. 

Extra copies of this report have been designated 
for the NYO in the event that local dissemination is desired 
in the future. 

The riots in NYU in July, 1964, were treated as a 
whole rather than separating them into individual demonstrations 
inasmuch as they resulted basically from the Powell Shooting. 
The Powell Shooting and the resulting demonstrations have been 
covered in detail in order to present a clear overall picture 
of these events and the subsequent developments. 
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ADMINISTRATIVE CONT'D 

The Special Agents who observed CP members in 
Washington, D.C., on 8/28/63.9 v?ere: 



ROBERT PEUER 

The Special Agensts who observed individuals 
departing New York City on 8/28/63, from various locations 
were : 



Ai.Krii-t'i' a. wmrm 



JAMES B. COLPA' 



RICHARD V. BOLAN 
THOMAS J. MC NIFP 




GENE R. RALPH 



.TOHW -R. HAWKEN 



WRIT. P. DIVERS 



] 



The Special Agents who observed individuals 
departing RidgefiQld, Connecticut, and peekskill, New York, 
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ADMINISTRATIVE CONT'D 
on 8/28/63, were: 




WILLIAM A. FLYNN, JR. 
JAMES E. GORDON 



Logs for the foregoing activity are 
maintained in 100- 151548 -Sub A. 

The Special Agents who observed persons 
departing various locations in New jersey on 8/28/63^ were; 

RALPH DAVID LIGHT, JR. 



BRYAN F. JINNEE, JR. 



GUY RANDOLPH BECK 
RUSSELL H. HORNER 



The Special Agents vino observed! 
enteri ng the Central plaza on 8/6/6 1, were | 
| and RICHARD V. BOLAN. 

The Special Agents w ho observed 

"and CHARLES 



on 7/28/60 , were 



The Special Agent who observed ALEX ZAROFF on 
3/V 6 -3, was EDWARD J. MULHOLLAND. 



The special Agent who observed 
on 8/7/62, was JOHN B. COULTON. 



photograph o f 



The special Ag ents who identified the 

were | | and 



be 

b7C 



7C 



-DO 

b7C 



b o 
b7C 



- D - 
COVER PAGE £S!J 





NY 100-153735 
ADMINISTRATIVE CONT'D 

The following are the identities of the 
Special Agents who oh served ^individuals at the March for 
Democratic Schools on 5/18/64 r 



Special Agent 



JAMES B. COLEY 



WTT.T.TJVM J. BARRON 



BrffiFJRT D. SHET 



Location 

22 West 55th St. 



City Hall, NYC 



persons Observed 



MIKE DAVIDOW 
BAYARD RUSTIN 
.TfYffW ABT 



CONNIE BART 
PHIL BART 



HARRY FISHMAN 



flPWOT.D JOHNSW 



FELIX KUSMAlT 
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ADMINISTRATIVE CONT'D 




Special Agent 



Location 



Persons observed 



[ 



] 



STANLEY LEVISON 



PAUL ROBESON, JR. 

I 1 

BAYARD RUSTIN 



WILLIAM WEINST ONE 



be 

b7C 



b6 
b7C 



The Sp ecial Agents w ho observed 



] and 



1 distributing " The worker" 

at the Board of Education wetffe \ | and WILLIAM 

J. BARRON. 

The Special Agent who obtained copies of the 
lite rature being dis tributed at the City Hall mass rally 
was I I 



- * * s ep o v ? ~? ■* 
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ADMINISTRATIVE CONT'D 

The Special Agent who observed 
selling copies of "Breedomwav ej" magazine and MTKE DAVIDOW 
crossing Brooklyn Bridge , was 




(U) 



Former 



unreliable info in -ohe past. ££ 



furnished both reliable and 



SAS 



and PETER C. MITESSER, 



JR., obtained photographs of individuals entering and 
leaving the Chateau Gardens, meetiag pi ape of the wr state 
CP Convention 1/25-27/57. Photograph of 



was identified by SAS ARTHUR J. GREENE, JR. and JAMES E. 
GORDON. 



[ 



^AS_ 



States Steel on 11 



~| obser 
/27/63. 



rved. ■'cite cieraons-cra-cion a.z united 



1 an 
foal 



and 



The SA ' s w ho observed the SWP pic keting 
activjiies 5/23/63, were I 1 and JOHN 

W. ROBINSON. 



The SA who.nhqprvfyl the S¥P picketings on 
9/20/63 and 6/1/64, was 



The SAs who observed the SWP street meeting 
9/5/64, were I I. LE WIS GREY BROCKMAN, 



JOHN C. SULLIVAN & 



3 



The special Agents who observed 



Midwe st Field Secretary, COR E, an d GITS 

HALL on 4/20/b^ i were I I and | | 



SA's who observed YAWF demonstration on 
11/21/63, were JOHN "J. TUCKER and A. LEWIS BARNETT. 
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ADMINISTRATIVE GONT'D 



The following are the SAS who observed 
Individuals at* the world's Fair on 4/22/64: 




The S pecial Agent who observed [ 



f 



]was 



he 



(U) 



[ 



The spatial ager^t, who observed 
| was 



7C 



and 



The New York Office has reviewed CPUSA 
National Office statements and other available records 
for the years 1956 through 1961, to determine the monies allocated 
for party work in the racial field. In this connection, 
it must be borne 3n mind that due to the accounting procedures 
used, namely, the failxire to channelize expenses for travel, 
literature, postage, etc., into particular fields of ,, 
endeavor, a completely accurate picture cannot be presented. ^ 

For the interest of the Bureau, however, the t 
following figures were developed: 



Year 

1956 
1957 
1958 

1959 
i960 
1961 
1962 



Negro Commission 

& 1,586.11 
647.74 
292.46 
981.59 
10,288.49 
7,191.66 
355.25 



Work in South 

$ 500.00 
2,237.96 

1,391.95 
1,393.94 

382.50 

265.00 



A 



in connection with the drastic reduction of 
expenditures for the work of the Negro commission from 
a high of &10,288.49 in i960, to a low of $355.25 in 
1962, there has been much evidence of apathy on the part 
of Commission members. It is noted that at a meeting of|> 
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ADMINISTRATIVE CON^P 

leading CP functionaries on 7/24/63* in Chicago, Illinois, 
^ GUS HALL commented that the National Negro Commission (NNC) 
of the CPUSA is not functioning and has practically ceased 
to exist. HALL was asked if pressure might be put on BEN 
D&VIS to get the NNC to hold a/meeting and he indicated that 
he doubted this could be done./S 

(u) f(ca 5824-s*; 7/24/63)] ^ 

The foregoing information was not included in 
the report, because its inclusion might possibly jeopardize 
this valuable source. 

The SA who received the PLM announcement 
on 12/7/63 was 3A ALESIO SAVIIOLA. The SA who received 
the flyer on 8/3/63* was SA JOHN VJ. ROBINSON. The agents 
who obse rved a PL street meeting on 12/7/63 and 4/ 18/64, 
were 8AS I land JOHN W. ROBINSON. SAS [ 



I f and ALESIO SAVIOLA observed tEe 

PLM demonstration on 8/6/64. SA RAYMOND P. MOHR received 
a flyer on 5/18/64 and SA ELLSWORTH F. GUSTAFSON received 
the flyer on 5/1/64. 

It is to be noted that by Bureau letter dated 
10/7/63, the Bureau requested thatNY 694 -S* be interviewed 
with a view to eliciting from him hard, firm, documented 
facts relating to definite, important, specific results 
of accomplishments which the CP, collectively or members 
individually, have achieved with the American Negro since 
I/I/63, as contrasted to and separated from their activities, 
programs, planning and efforts to influence. To this and 
NY 694-S* was interviewed and the results furnished to the 
Bureau by letter dated IO/18/63. The results of the 
interview are not being included in th&s report in view 
of the fact that it represents in large part the opinions of 
NY 694-S* and the inclusion of such material might tend 
to jeopardize this valuable source. >2C 
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(U) NY 694-S* on IO/14/63, reported that ABNOLD 

JOHN30N, CPUSA Legislative Director, advised that before 
the March on Washington, JAMES JACKSON member of the 
National Committee of the CFUSA and editor of "The Worker" 
conferred for eight hours with JOHN LEWIS, Chairman of the 
Student Non-Violent Coordinating Committee, concerning 
the March on Washington Movement ."^ 
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The Special Agents who observed demonstration 
are as follows: 



Date 
7/23/64 

7/20/64 

7/24/64 

7/25/64 ' 
7/28/64 



Location of Demonstration 
Vicinity of Qth Precinct 

Vicinity of United Nations 
Vicinity of r.vby Hall 



Vicinity of 73rd St., and 
Amsterdam Ave. 

V 

Vicinity of £W Avsnue 
and 33th Street 




SAS Observing 



The Special Agent who observed 
November 13, 1959, was THOMAS J. MC NIFF. 





JAMES B. 
ROBERT D 


COLBY 
. SHEA 








bo 
b7C 
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THOMAS J 


. MC NOT 
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■U 1 '~ 
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A. LEWIS 


BARNETT 






on 






b6 
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and 



baaa_ln.terviewed on 3/9/54, by SAS 
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(U) •"" '" 

„„ •' The following information is not being included 

Ln ..that section of the report concerning the Negro American 



Labor Council as it is felt that the nati;re_a£_khi2_information 



[ 



might tend , to disclose th«o Identities of 



and 



b7D 



(U) 



It was ascertained that on April 5. 1964, 



CLAUDE LIGHTFOOT had met with 

the NALC and its present program; yg~ 



to discuss 



■b6 
b7C 



rm LEJOTOOT told | | that consideration was 

w given by the CPUSA to haT- a meeting of all CPUSA members 

v;ho are active in the NAX/J prior to the FALC convention 

in Cleveland in May, 1964, bu^ at the present time, no 

decision law been made as to whether this meeting, should, 
be held. SSL » • • *?. • ; 



i 



(U) 



fciW 



-/ 



/ 



b'7D 



A 



( u ) It was ascerta ined' thiat or? April 167, 1964", . JAMES '" 
TORMEY and I _ I discussed the election of the NYftALC 

noi .to. worr y about pushing the : election- 



TORMEY tol 



al rnot 



of I I and himself for the Executive 

Board of the NTNALC because it was more important than the, ' 
D0S1ELL slate be elected^ 



(U) 



(U) 



\April 16, 1964] % 



It was ascertained 
JAMES TORMEY and I l had a discussion concerning 

the NYNALC election and that TORMEY was advised that the 
NYNALC CP caucus supported the DOSWELL slate. j£ 



that on April 21, 1964, 
Jhs " 



b6 
b7C 



b7D 



b6 
b7C 



COVER PAGE 




NY 100-153735 




( u ) T0RM3Y stated that the KYNALC CP caucus 

should not jump into any new programs which might .. : .,j 
bring about the opposition of A. PHILIP RANDOLPH and 
he advised that it was impossible to plan any immediate 
programs since the NALC convention will be held soon 
and that convention matter's will consume most of the 
time of the NiSHALC members ,)&^ 



(U) TOR!4?3Y commented on the report that 

I I gave hin concerning the NYNALC election 
indicating that it was a good report. ^ 



i6 3 



\!&?±1 w., '1964 

(U) It was ascertained that on April 20> 1964;, 
JAMSS TORMEY discussed the N YNALC election which was 



held en April 17, 1964, Kith 



be 

b7C 



b7D 



be 

b7C 



(U) 



(U) 



(U) 



T0RM5Y advised th at at a masting o f the NYNALC 
CP caucus which was held at | | apartment, 

they had discussed the election and decided that the 
election was a victory for them and that he, TORMEY 
believed that Vs" had played an important part in the 
victory. ^ 



TORMEY stated that he feels that \~ 
did not realize his problems in the electioimnTX 
group from the NYNALC CP caucus had alerted him 



reil/he 



TORMEY said that the members of the NYNALC 
CP caucus must attend the meeting of the NYNALC on 
April 22, 1964, where they should stress the need for 
unity and stress the point that everyone in the NYNALC 
should pull together . * , •♦ behind the leadership. Jfc^ 



be 

b7C 
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(U) He said members of the NYNALC CP caucus 
should attempt to start a membership drive and should 
attempt to get the KZNALC more active in trade union 
matters . $£C 



(U) 




April 20, 1964 



**]< 



(U) 



] and 



It m v*.R learned that at a meeting with| | 



] which was held at the Jefferson 



b7D 



b6 
b7C 



(U) 



Book Shop, 100 East 16th Street, 2»w York City, on 
May 15, 1954. they discus?' sad the coming convention 
of the NALC to be held in Clei 1 aland* Ohio, on May 29-31, 
1964. >k 



[ 



] advised that ho could probably 



finance the trjp to the convention if he could get 
some help to pay the difference between what the train 
would cost and what it costs to fly there. <££ 



(U) Way IB 



, 1964] 



X 



(U) 



(U) 



(U) 



It was ascertained that on May 27, 1964, [ 



I 1 and JIM TOr-iMKY discussed the coming convention 
of the NALC at the Horn and Hardart Automat on l4th 
Street near Fourth Avenue, New York City. J&. 

, , said that he had financial problems 

in connection with his atiandanoa-ai^ the convention 

an d TORMEY told him that|_ 

get l 



] could probably 

Jmoney to attend the convention. $g£ 



TORMEY said that it was very important that 

| | attend and that he should take good notes at 
the convention in order that he can give TORMEY a good 
report on the conventio n , inasmuch as TORMEY cannot 
depend on | f making a good report on the 

convention. 
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(U) 
[ 



T0HME7 advised 



] that he expects 



will have to give a report to the Trade 
Union Commission, CPUS A* on thexonvention after his 
return from Cleveland, Ohio, y^ 



(U) 



[ 



(U) 
[ 



|May 28 



, 1964] ^ 



Book Shop. 5&*. 



I£,was ascertained that on May 27, 1964, 
| at th"» Jefferson 



w:b with 



(U) 



advised | that ha had come to 
him at the suggestion of c 3M TCfcMr tc discuss the 
possibility of getting sct«£ :no&£y to help pav his 
exper-ses to the National MLC convention, 
said h-5 wanted to ga to the convention and 



•wanted him to go. 



(U) 



I stated that he would give 
forty dollars. 9^ 



that TORflEY 
about 



(U) 



|5ay~ 



^&TTF64J .% 



(U) 



(U) 



It was a scertained t hat on ly&y 28 , 1964, 

H visited wi-hh i 1 at the 

jerrerson book snop, 100 East 16th Street, New York 
City. F* 



gave[ 



, , w . . 1 f Q^'fcy dollars to help 

defray expenses for his trip to the convention. y^ 

\june 1, 1964 



(U) 



(U) 



5 7lK 



It was ascertained that on June 4, 1964, 



l and JIM TORMEY had a meeting at the Horn 
ana Haraart Automat on l4th Street near Fourth Avenue s 
New York City.^ 



7C 
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(U) 



(U) 



(U) 



i Igave TORMEY a "run down 

he had accomplished, at the convent ion » 
TORMEY about b^ lng ir- contact with[ 




of the NALC and that he* L 



(U) 



(U) 



distributed leaflets at ths convention concerning 
the brewery situatlon^at tfcs Schaefer Brewery in 
Brooklyn* New York, yL^ 



(U) 



jjuno 4, 1964jX 



that 



_L£_ 



Ls-aseertaint t/! l ftb^t qt» J^rxe 5, 1964, 
[met with 



at the Jefferson 



Bsofc Shop, 100 Eastl6th f.tr^et^ Hew York City, whore 
RUBFL is employed. ;&. 



to id T I about hi s trip to the 
conventio n and | | advised | 1 that he wanted 
to give a report on the convention to the 



Kings County CP on June 12, 1964, at the Parkwa y Plaza . 
1110 Eastern Parkway, Brooklyn, New York, which ] 
agreed to do. ^r 



(U) 



Wne 1U, i964\ ^ 



It was ascertained that on June 9> 1964, 



J: 



and JIM TORMEY met at the Horn and Hardart 



Automat on 14th Street near Fourth Avenue, New York City,^^ 

TORMEY told I I that the meeting of the 
NYNA LC CP cauc us would be held on J une 13, 1964« and 
that] should make sure that 
atteiids this meeting. ^ 



•bo 
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(U) 



I 



~] showed TORMEY a letter he 
Cleveland, Ohio, concerning 



had 



■eived 



ohaerer Brewing 



from , _. , , 

efforts to set- up a meeting between the *«.»,..— 

Company officials, representatives from the NALC and a 
group from the hiring hall of Jjia_Bn2Mary Local of the 

Teamsters Union. TORMES r,^\t\\ |that he should 

discuss thib matter with | [from the NALC 

and have him decide who would represent the NALC at this 
meeting. w 



(U) 



Convention o r vhe~NALC a 



IS. 



I 



gave TORMEY a reom* 
•■=& told him 
He 



_ ana niMseif wore t^e only 



;;he National 
i had been 



ones 1 



»cra 



tfce TOFALO CP c&-acus who .-.rt-teTK^d the convention* ^ 

^ TORMEY stated that there had been disagreements 

among-' the /'State *Sta£i*" and that .they had disagreed witK" 
him on th<* ac tions taken in the NXNALC. TORMES said 
that I I reelection bears out his argument*, that 

he^hap been qp<?rating correctly i n the ktvtjat/| which 



forces 



he described as the defeat of the 
in the NYNALC bears out what- he believes is the 
correct method. He said the fact that the NXNALC and 
the Chicago Chapter are working closer also shows 
success of his program. %^ 



(U) 



TORMEY. said that 



would make a 



report on the NALC Convention at the June 14, 1964, 
meeting of the Trade Union Commission, CPUSA.J^r 

( U ) TORMEY stated that the NXNALC could assist 
in the struggle in the brewery situation, because they 
can put more pressure on the unions. j££ 



(U) 



|£une 10, 1964\ 
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(U) •■ 

It was fl«^-ri-.R.med that. oh June 16, 1964, 
that JIM TORMEY and I T met at the Horn and 

uardart Aubocat on l4th Street near Four ti Avenue, 
New York City. 5&v. 

(U) ^ORMEY stated tsit he did not like the report 

that I 1 gave at bhe S;: 4 ade Union Commission. 

He 'said he could not understand why she stated that 
people in NXKALC CP caucus had gotten very little 
help from the Party leadership. TORMEY said that he 
had been "working with the NYNALC CP caucus for ?ome 
time. Ho watered what r-l\3 thcughi; he was doing over 
this pericd or time. $*£. 

(U) TORMEY told I I that he should attempt 

to i-roaden the Schaefer boycott. That he would like 
to get the NYNALC into it. TORMEY stated that in any 
leaflets that are distributed all of the blame should 
be placed on the Schaefer Brewing Company and the action 
toned down on the union's participation. ^ 



(U) TORMEY told | | tjat he would like to 



have him think cf how to spread this brewery stpggle 

into the labor field as a whole. /He also told I | 
that he wants him to think of how' we snould take ^SLr 
with th e MgNALC a nd what methods,' should be used. TORMEY 
advisedr~~~~| that he should again take the brewery 



situation to the Executive Board of the NYNALC and if 
necessary write them another letter. ^S^ 

(U) P | ~-\ 

\june 17, 1964] X 

(U) it wa s ascertained that on August 5» 1964, 

JIM TORMEY arid I 1me L a ^ the H ?2?, '^ii^ I?* 
Automat, l4th, Streat near Fourth Avsnue. New York City. 

TORMEY stated, that he had wanted to gee L_ _ _ I to 

arrange to go with him to the meeting of the NYNALC 

CP caucus tha£ evening, p^. 
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(U) 



It wa s furthe r ascertained that on August 5, 
net with | | at the Jefferson 



3964, [ 

BogJLJStore , 100 East l6th Street, New York City. 



told 



£ 



that he should make every effort 

to attend the nesting of the Kirrgs Ccunty CP Council 
to he held at 1110 Eastern Parkuay, Brooklyn, New 
York. ^^ 



(U) 



(U) 



August "i, 1964 



96^ V" 



£fc vas ascertained thj.fr nn F--;r PP. ,1964, 

at a meeting of the NYNALn tha*! |was 

voted a delegate to the U'JT.C cczivention in Cleveland, 
Ohio. ^ 



f 



(U) 



Furthermore i JAMES TORMEY had adviseq_ 



on Mav 21, 1964, that thvi CPUSA deems it a must that 
I I attend the NALC Executive Board meeting that 
A. PHILIP RANDOLPH has scheduled in Cleveland on May 
28, 1964, and the convention. "^ 



(U) 



In addition, TORKEY advised 



try to obtain financial assistance for her trip.^^, 



that he would 



(U) 



(U) 



\May 21, 1964 



^ 



It Was aar>^r-hAln^rl fchfl-h np May 25, 1964, 

JAMES TORMEY had given I I seventy five dollars 

for her expenses incurred attending the NALC Convention 
and had stated that he would try to obtain twenty five 
dollars more* ^ 

(U) TORME Y in addition, it was ascertained had 
advised I I that CPUSA officials wanted to see her 
prior to her departure for Cleveland, to give her 
instructions concerning her trip. <\ 



(U) 



^May 27, 1964] | 



COVER PAGE 




b6 
b7C 



Jo7D 



.bo 
b7C 



be 

b7C 



he 

b7C 
b7D 



bo 
b7C 



b6 
b7C 



b7D 



(U) 




NY 100-153735 



It was ascertained that on May 27, 1964, 

,met with JAMES TORMEY and .WILLIAM L. PATTERSON, 

few York District CP leaders in labor and N egro mat ters, 
respectively a nd at that time was told that | ~~~1 and 
I ^wou^d lead the CP caucus of the NALC at 
E5.o. 



Cleveland, OlJ.o. y^ 



(U) 



"[three, proposals t 
"Tor which the 1 



PATTERSON and TORMEY gave , 

that they hoped the NALC would accept ana 
NALC CP caucus should work. 

1, The Government should take the responsibility! 



bb 
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3. 



ror the apprsnticsship training program. 

That delegations should be formed and sent 
to Washington, D.C„, for the implementation 
of this program. 

That a non-white membership drive campaign 
-should be started for the NALC. 



W 



(U) PATTERSON and TORMEY both were very critical of 
the lack of progress of the NYNALC CP caucus, not only as 
to everday work o.C the NYNALC, but also in offering ideas 
for the NALC Convention. %- 



(U) 



]replied to this criticism by stating 



that at no time had the CPUSA New York District Board 
or leadership and the NYNALC CP caucus arranged for a 
full discussion concerning the plans that we re to be 
carried out at the NALC convention. I I stated that 
she had previously spoken not only to state, but national 
leaders concerning the convention, but had been put off 
by the statement "we will discuss this at-. a later date".^^ 
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Eoth PATTERSON and TORMEY agreed with her 
and stated she should have secured the CPUSA line 
prior to this time and if there had been .any questions 
they could havt; been settled before she left for the 
convention. ??hey both-stated they would try to remedy 
this situation, andtthat they would bring this up at 
the CP caucus of the NALO „ jk^ 

/ 
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^June 2, lybA 



JIM TORMEY net with 
784 Madison Street 
stated that 



Efc w.s a se er tailed that on June 28 » 19o4 « 



BrooZTyn 

made &. r 

wnicn was held 



and [ 



.Mew York. 



]at 



i-^poi?t on the 



i 



on June 
reported on the "State" of Race Summit 



TORMEY 
NALC Executive 
27, 1964, TORMEY 



Board mee ting: 

said that | 

Conference- wnicn is to be h eld in October i n Washington, 



b7D 



he 

hlC 



1 case concerning 



D« C, and she reported that 

the Schaefer Brewery Comp any was to be taKen up under the 
direction of I I of the NALC Grieva nce Comm ittee. 

TORMEY stated that he was very pleased with | | 
report and the work that she is doing in the walc. 



X 



(U) 



suggested according to TORMEY, that 
the New Yoric District CP Negro Commission and the New 
York CP Trade Union Commission should get together to 
formulate a Barty policy concerning the NALC. However, 
he stated, he informed her that for all intents and 
purposes, there was no Negro Commission. yL. 
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He said that [ 



suggested that -the Party- 



should have either a one day or two day conference on 
civil rights in which all members at the present time 
involved in mass activities concerning civil rights 
could meet and discuss the problems facing them. 
That the NALC could be discussed at this time. >S^ 



he 

hlC 
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TORMEY said that he informed | | that this 

was a good idea and that he would hare it discussed at 
the New York District CP Staff Meeting in the immediate 
future. £>£^ 
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I, COMMUNIST STRATEGY 



A, Communist Party, United States 
of America (CPUSA) L 

(U) / 1, Plans, Strategy, Party Line on 
National Level of CPUSA 





X 



(U) 



On March 9, 10, 19^3* a meeting of the 
Communist Party (CP) Caucus, within the NAACP and members 
of the National Negro Commission, CPUSA, was held in 
New York City, for the purpose of formulating CP strategy 
within the NAACP. The main report was given by EENJAMIN 
J, DAVIS, whose remarks included the following: $&. 

(U) There is unity among the Negro people as to 

what demands should be made to obtain full citizenship but 
there are differences on what tactics to pursue. $^ 

(U) The South is still the key to the Negro problems 

because the basic problems are more acute in the South. 
A national conference of all Negro organizations is 
urgently needed at this time. It is his belief that a 
convention or conference of Negroes could unify all , the 
currents in the Negro movement, such as the Muslim 
movement and the Robert Williams approach and result 
in a program itfiieh would contain the best principles in 
each of the three main areas of thought, These three 
areas are the integrationists whose organizations 
include the NAACP, the Negro American Labor Council 
(NALC), the Southern Christian Leadership Conference 
(SCLC), and the Congress On Racial Equality (CORE), the 
separatists as represented by the Muslims, and the 
Williams approach which advocates the arming of Negroes 
for self-defense. "^ 

(U) DAVIS offered the following proposals as 

possible resolutions at the 1963 National Convention 
of the NAACP: «5^ 
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(U) 1, That the NA$^,a.ski%he ^Supreme Court for a v, 

more specific deadline ending discrimination and segregation# / J^ 

2, A resolution requesting the President for his 
(U) plan to enforce the Supreme Court decision. yC^ 

3. A resolution asking for a test of Article 4, 
(U) Section 4 of the Constitution which guarantees a republican 

form of government and pointing out those Southern states 
where Negroes are denied the right to vote, <g^ 



4* That the second section of the Fourteenth 
Amendment be enforced which Amendment calls for a reduction 
of representation in states where the voting franchise 
is denied, >S£^ 



(U) 5« That ths Federal Government withhold its 

finances from states that sanction discrimination, JtC, 

DAVIS, at the conclusion of the meeting, in his 
(U) summation, stated that they should be apprised of the fact 
that the Party's National Committee proposed unqualified 
support for the NAACP labor position, ^d 



It was decided that CLAUDE LIGHTF00T urould 
represent the Wafci nna i finmm-s t±oo at the NAACP National be 

Convention and that | I would act as the contact b?c 



man for resolutions and individuals in attendance. £^. 






, u) \ NY T-98 71 
^ u; [March 12, 19631^ 

On February 22, 1963, a public meeting was held 
at the First Unitarian Church, Los Angeles, California, which 
featured BENJAMIN DAVIS who was billed as a spokesman for 
the CPUSA. Representatives from the NAACP, CORE and 
the Muslim movement were also on the platform and spoke. 
This meeting was held under the sponsorship of the First 
Unitarian Church, in cooperation with "Discussion Unlimited" 
under the title, "Alternative Paths to Negro Freedom". 
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Following this meetin%^*DAVlS commented that it 
was a historic meeting in that for the first time in many- 
years, representatives of different segments of the Negro 
community were present on the same platform with a 
representative of the CP. Although they did not fully 
agree on every issue, it was DAVIS' conclusion that the 
fact that all met together and talked over problems was 
a great advance, DAVIS was pleased that these representatives 
had agreed to support his proposal which was to call a 
national conference on Negro un&&y to work out a minimum N / 
program, in which all Negro organizations could participate.*^ 

DAVIS also appreciated the fact that, while in 
Los Angeles, he had the opportunity to talk with the local 
leadercf the Muslim group. He said that this private meeting 
had been arranged by a leading Los Angeles Communist 
functionary. During this private meeting, DAVIS was able 
to discuss the role of the Muslims and of the C? in the 
Negro community. DAVIS stated that while the Muslims arrive 
at incorrect conclusions, their statement of the problems of 
the Negro people is correct. He said that this, fundamentally, 
is recognition of the fact that the Negro people in the United 
States present a special problem which cannot be resolved by 
any general resolution of the class struggle. He said the 
problems of the Negro people must be resolved by special 
attention and special working methods r He mentioned that 
this, originally, was the position of the CP, in the 1920 ^s 
but that the Party lately has failed to recognize this 
special character. He added that, since the Party gave up . 
the concept of self-determination, a position largely 
held by the Muslims, the Party has not replaced that concept 
with a more forceful position. ^^ 
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\Pebruary 27, 1963 

On February 7> 1963* a meeting of leading CP 
functionaries was held in CP Headquarters, New York City, v/ 
At this meeting, BENJAMIN DAVIS made the following comments: J&. 
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(U) He desired to pose 1 <feiS ^qu^silon as to what the 

image of the Party is to the Negro people as well as whether 
or not the Party is a militant fighting organization as 
regards the struggle for Negro rights, This is a serious 
problem and he personally feels that the concept of the 
CF in the Negro community today is not that of a fighting 



o comi 




militant Party 

(U) The Party should put out a pamphlet on the question 
of peaceful coexistence which pamphlet should go into the 
whole question of the relationship of the national movement 
of the Negro people in the struggle for peace, y^ 

(U) [m T-2 

Weruary 7, 1963 

(U) An informal discussion of C? functionaries was 

heM in Philadelphia-, Pennsylvania, on February 9, 1963* 
at 1345 West Susquehanna Avenue. BEN DAVIS was present at 
this discussion and e:xpressed the opinion that the Party 
leadership, should be centered on the Negro Question in order v/ 
to correct the lack of militancy in the field of Negro rights.^, 

(u) Hiy T--196 

\j?ebru£2 ! y 9, 196: 

(U) On the night of February 25, 1963* BENJAMIN 
DAVIS met with members of the Moranda Smith Section, 
Southern California District CP in Los Angeles, California. 
At this meeting, he led a discussion on a number of 
questions, among which were questions concerning the 
image of the CP in the Negro community, whether the 
Negro people come to the CP with problems, whether the 
CP has Improved its position since the 17th National 
Convention, and whether the CP can say that the Negro 
people see the Party as the most militant in the 
fight for Negro rights. DAVIS said that the CP 
national office needs answers to these questions which 
can be supplied only by Party workers in the field, X/ 
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During the discussion which followed these 
questions, there was a general agreement that the 
C? image in the Negro community at the present time 
is weak, that in recent years the Negro liberation 
movement has moved forward but that the OP, because 
of prosecution, has become so intent on security that 
it has slipped away from being act^yeZy involved in 
the struggles of the Negro people. 




(U) 



NY. T-197 and NY T-19c 
February 26, 1963 

NY T-199 
March 1, 1963 



(U) 



(U) 



At 4?.meeting of leading CF functionaries 
held at CP Headquarter a 3 New York Cit/, on January 11* 
19o3, CLAUDE LIGH$FOCT gave the initial report and his 
remarks included the following: J&^ 

In his opinion, one of the necessary 
things for a major breakthrough in connection with 
the struggle against Jim Crow is the need for a 
realignment in the Democratic Party. There should 
be a more independent posture on the pari; of the 
Negro masses in the Democratic Party. In addition, 
to achieve their independence, the working class 
must play a certain role. "We have to work our 
policy for the^nass movement and be leaders of the 
united front. ")&\ 

(U) BENJAMIN DAVIS commented on LIGHTFOOT's 
talk and said that L1GHTF00T had made a distinction 
between the NALC and the trade union movement. He 
said they could not abandon the NALC, that their 
job is to increase the effectiveness of the NALC in 
combatting discrimination in trade unions. He 
commented that it is unfortunate that they did not 
have a comrade assigned to the Negro labor movement 
and recommended for consideration, the assigning of 
CLAUDE LIGHTFOOT to the whole question of the NALC and 
the Negro labor alliance, but especially the NALC. 
He recognized that this decision would have to be made 
by the Party f s National Board jv- 



(U) 



NY T-2 
[January 11^96: 
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( u ) On February U, 1963,^Kle¥ifj|"'of"leading 

functionaries of the CPUSA was held at CP Headquarters, 
New York City. At this meeting, IRVING POTASH noted 
that because of sharp differences on the matter of 
Negro- labor relations, at a previous meeting, the 
question had been referred back to the National Board 
and that JACK STACHEL had prepared a new draft to 
be read at the current meeting. ^^ 

(U) JACK STACHEL presented a talk on the subject, 

"The Growing Militance and Successful Struggles of the 
Negro People". STACHEL 3 3 remarks included the following: $L 

- (U) The Negro people will no longer accept any 

substitute for their full citizenship and equality; 

- - - Negroes 




_ .__ i-truggle of all. Americans for peace, democracy and 
social progress. j2^ 

(U) Trade unions have not succeeded in obtaining 
a program of equal rights for Negroes. A joint struggle 
of Negroes and labor within the trade unions themselves 
and in Congress for equal rights for Negro people 
everywhere will help defeat new anti-laboi* legislation 
now being proposed. This is why the CP s-apporta all 
proposals by the NALC, the NAACP and other Negro 
people 1 s organizations for using every and all 
methods, including existing laws, to compel all 
institutions, including trade unions, to grant full 
and equal rights to Negro vrorkers. "We consider the 
above policy as a principal guide for all Communists 
and we hope it will become the guide for all trade 
unionists 1 ', "^g^ 

(U) STACHEL's draft was discussed and STACHEL 
proposed that a committee consisting of himself, JAMES 
JACKSON, IRVING POTASH and WILLIAM PATTERSON edit the 
draft. This committee was approved. ^L 

(U) CNY T-2 ^1 
(February 11, 1963J *< 
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(U) On March 13, 1963, a 

National Board and invited guests of the CPUSA, 
was held in CP Headquarters, New York City. At this 
meeting 14ILLIAM PATTERSON reported on the Presidents 
message to Congress which he said dealt with certain 
phases of the civil rights question, notably, the 
Negro vote, the Negro* s right to education and the 
Negro's right to Jobs. PATTERSON*^ additional 
comments included the following: (9b^ 

(U) He regards the Presidents invoking the 
aid of the National Is&or Relations Board on behalf 
of equal rights as a very Important point which 
should be analyzed by the CPUSA, with extreme care. 
The Administration has failed to have the Justice 
Department act to implement the Supreme Court decision 
dealing with education fcr Negroes, The Administration 
mus,t 'sake positive steps to remedy the great 
disproportion of unemployment among Negross, There 
must be the "sharpest criticism" of the President for 
his failure^of the use of powers he possesses to end 
Jim Crow* y^ 

(U) BENJAMIN DAVIS also spoke at this meeting and 

suggested that a subcommittee be formed to prepare a 
series of proposals. There was general agreement on y 
this suggestion and the subcommittee was established.^ 

(U) Cny T-2 ^v/ 

\March 13, ^j]/^ 

(U) During the period of May 21-23, 1963, an 
enlarged meeting of the NEC, CPUSA, was held in 
New York City, At the opening session held on 
May 21, 1963, at the George Washington Hotel, New York 
City, GUS HALL gave the main report. During gh£a 
report, he made the following observations: / x£^ 

( u ) The struggle for world peace has become 

closely interwoven with the struggle against imperialism 
and colonialism and the struggle for human rights. ^^ 
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( u ) The breakthrough In Birmingham by Negro 

citizens is an historic, social, political and economic 
achievement* The struggle in, the South is 
unifyixig the working class and opening the South for 
unionisation. The end of Jim Crow in Birmingham 
undermines the foundations of the ^ultra-right Republican 
Dlxlecrat coalition in Congress, p^ 

(U) The leadership of the movement in Birmingham 

has used the right tactics, but 3uch tactics can 
continue only if white Americans fully realize that 
the Negro struggle is al&c their fight and support 
it fully, In addition, t-Le Federal government 
must use its Constitutional authority to guarantee 
the rights of Negro citizens , An all people's 
mobilisation is needed am united fronts 
shoi.J3 be formed in every community to act in 



.2^ 



defense of democracy 

(U) The end of racism in the South would eliminate 
one of the two main sources of ideological 
contamination of the people. With proper mobilisation, 
especially of trade unions and churches in the 
North, a death blow can be dealt to segregation 
in the North and South, It is both a^oefe 
and an opportunity for "cur Party", j&v 

Vifithin the trade union movement, 
there is an improvement in the understanding 
of the cardinal nature of Negro labor unity. There 
is a growing understanding of the need for a Negro- 
labor coalition. Trade unions must get into 
the struggle of the Nsgro citizens in the South and 
North. A national conference of all labor should 
be called now to place the trade union movement 
squarely behind the Negro citizens* struggle, 

(U) At the session of May 23, 1963* which 
was held at the Fifth Avenue Hotel, New York City, 
BENJAMIN DAVIS presented a main report on the Negro 
question. During this report, he made the following 
comments: ^<. 
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(U) The Communists are still affected by 

"routlnism" while the face of America is being 
changed by the struggle of the Negroes, They should 
support the demonstratibns taking place in Birmingham, 
should demand action against Governor WALLACE, 
Police Commissioner CONNOR and other ultra-right 
racists and should work in the broad movement of 
the Negro people,"^ 

(U) They should have a program of immediate 
and long-range demands which call for the decisions 
of the Supreme Court being implemented and 



should demand that the Supreme Court rule all 
ordinances protecting segregation as unconstitutional 



.* 



(U) "Our thesis" should be that there is a new 

stage in the struggle for democracy in the Negro and people's 
movements in the United States, that there is a 
revolutionary situation and, even though they 
cannot find all the Leninist reasoning for this , 
situation, they will attempt to show that it is so«^L 

(U) The Negro people are on the offensive 
and "we" must continue to help keep this going even 
though "we" consider It a peaceful revolution. >^L 

(U) The civil rights revolution is the 

number one problem in the nation and the Party 
has a big role to play in it* It is the only 
organisation that sees beyond today and can 
point to the future. There is a need to rebuild 
the Party in the South and they have to get more 
young people to go there. There is still a Party / 
in the South even if the organization seems to be weak, ^ 



and need a 



They must have a long-range perspective / 
i National Party Conference on Negro work,^^ 
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(U) With respect to the Rttsl£n8 v , ~ (The Nation of Islam) 

present struggle presents an opportunity for the Party 
to "cut them down to size". The Party cannot 
have ideological coexistence with the Muslims because 
it does not agree with the idea of separate equal 
rights. The Muslims are racists, are against Negro- 
white unity and are playing a divisive role, but 
they influence many people, and, therefore, "we" must 
try to reach their members. "^ 

(U) GUS BALL, in sunning up the three day 
NEC meeting, on May 22, 1^63, stated that, on the 
question of the Party giving leadership to the mass 
movement, the task is to seize the main link 
at the present time, which is the Negro struggle 
for equality. He saia that the Party knows and 
understands, because of Marxism-Leninism, the significance 
of seizing the main link and why the struggle 
will affect everything in this country. He added that 
they must mobilize their full resources to end 
Jim Crow, must win over the white workers arid 
neutralize the Southern workers. ;^ 

(U) A motion was adopted approving 

HALL's report as a guide to the future work of the 
Party as was a motion approving DAVIS 1 report, 
which was considered to be a major contribution to 
the struggle of the Negro people and which will 
become a. guide for Party work, y^ 



(U) \m T-19 

day 21-23, 1963 



*w 



(U) At the third day's session of the NEC, 
CPUSA meeting held in New York City on May 23* 1963, 
BENJAMIN DAVIS reported on Negro matters with 
emphasis on the activities in Birmingham. During his 
report, DAVIS stated that the CP should have a program 
to use the events in Birmingham to its advantage. He 
stated that the President has all the authority 
he needs to act under the Constitution and that the 
Party must develop a movement to bring pressure 
on the President to exercise this authority* £^ 
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In his rep ort, PAVIS came out in favor 




of J I ideas of the Negro arming in 

selr-oarense ana or a more violent campaign as 

opposed to the Party- accepted methods of MARTIN b6 

LUTHER KING. This part of DAVIS* speech t*as b?c 

criticized by those present and his report was 

aa«nt.pfl ft-p ept for the' section dealing with the 



approach. *^s. 

(U) fwYT-59 ~T\ v / 
May 23, 1963^^ 

(U) On May 23, 19SS* GtJS HALL presented a 

summary of the three day session of the NKC> CPUSA 
meeting, during which he stated that, in the 
stm&gle for democracy, the most important point 
is "Sss struggle of Negro Americans, which will 
affect every facet in the country. He also 
stated that they are the leaders and should attempt 
to lead the whole class. He called for the Party 
to win over white Americans to the struggle 
and, in speaking of Negro-white unity, stated that 
Communist ideology and education/must make them 
an ideologically unified group. y\ 



(U) 



(June 5, 1963_\J< 

On April 10, 1963, a meeting of the National 
Board and invited guests of the CPUSA was held 
at CP Headquarters, New York City, At this meeting, 
WILLIAM PATTERSON noted the need for militancy 
in support of the Negro people, but indicated that 
success would not be possible without considering 
an alliance with other forces. J&v 

(u) Cm t-2 

(April 10, 1963} 
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(U) On May 8, 1963/ il "a"meeting of the National 
Board of the CPUSA was held at CP Headquarters, 
New York City. The agenda included a discussion 
on desegregation activities in Birmingham, Alabama* 
The main statement on Birmingham was presented by v*^ 

W3IL2AM PATTERSON. He stated that the CPUSA X? 

should try to break down the isolation of the Muslims 
and other nationalist groups on this matter 
pointing out that this is afight for all 
Negroes and all Americans. $L 

(U) JACK STACHEL eoranented that the Party 

had gotten in touch with union people and urged them 
to take action in this waiter. He said that 
JAMBS JACKSON had written an editorial in "The Worker" 
on the Birmingham situation, which gives the 
P-s^ay a clear view of what to do. Ho stated 
that the important thing to see is that all Party 
people, everywhere, participate in the Bl:?ningham 
situation, y^ 

(U) BENJAMIN DAVIS commented that the situation 
in Birmingham calls for a new type of mass action 
by the Party. He said the Party must involve 
masses of people who are not Communists. "^t^ 



(U) 



\m T-i ~-\ \ / 

\May 8, 1963J^ 



At the meeting of Hay 8, 1963, held at 
( u ) CP Headquarters, New York City, 3RVING POTASH spoke 
following the statement of WILLIAM PATTERSON and 
said that the Party should not go through a situation 
such as this without making a special 
mobilization because to do so would have 
a bad effect on the development of their work. 
He called for some initiative to be taken from 
the Party Headquarters and in Harlem, adding that, 
as yet, nothing has been done. £k 



May 8, 1963 
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fin On May 15* 1963* a meelfngT of the 
v National Board of the CPUSA and invited guests, was 
held in CP Headquarters, New York City. BENJAMIN 
DAVIS gave a report on the situation- in Birmingham 
describing the current struggle of the Negro people 
there as a new phase of the Negro people's struggle 
for democracy and said that everything Party leaders 
do or say should be within the frame?j3L*k of 
this new phase ♦ J&s additional remarks included 
the following: ^£ 

A revolutionary situation exists in this 
^ country today, not one l-i which there will be a civil war, 
but e. revolutionary situation in which it is now 
possible to have a transformation of the status 
of -'ihe Negro people in capitalist cities* The Party 
maitf. consider it as such, act accordingly,, and 
do whatever is necessary to bring this situation 
to a democratic solution, A victory has been obtained 
in Birmingham and the Negro people want this victory 
cemented. The Party has the duty to encourage 
Negroes in every possible way and to support Negro 
leaders 1 demands that State Troopers be withdrawn 
and replaced by Federal troops. ^ 

The Party cannot have any peaceful 
( u ) coexistence with the Muslims who are against Negro-#iite 
unity. "I am for working with them vjherever 
it will advance Negro unity. I will even 
work with their leaders on some given, restricted 
program. But the point 1 would emphasize at the 
present time is that there can be no peaceful coexistence 
with the ideology of the Muslims". The Muslims 
are disunited and now is the time "to hit them 
since they have withdrawn while therest of the Negro 
people are more unified than ever. ^^ 
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(U) There should be some action by the 

"Comrades". The President should be asked to 
proclaim an end to segregation and the Supreme Court 
should set a deadline on this. Serious attention should 
be given to the proposal that the Government 
use the right of eminent domain to acquire property 
and break up the Negro and Puerto Rican ghettos. 
In addition, no business or individual who practices 
discrimination should be allowed to continue in business. 
The Party should/fight for this program in all 
the districts, ^ 

(U) There is a need for a national conference 

to plan ways of doing now what has suddenly exploded 
into possibilities. >9C^ 

(u) (5r~T«2 "Aw 

gay 15* 1963J ^ 

(U) A meeting of leading CP functionaries 

was held at CP Headquarters, New York City* on June 

19, 1963, which meeting was opened by JAMBS JACKSON, 

who gave a report on the importance of the Negro 

liberation movement and the importance of getting legislation 

abolishing segregation in all public places. His 

remarks included the following: y£ 

(U) There is a need for the President to 

place Federal troops in the South to combat police 
brutality. In the absence of such a move, it will be 
necessary for Negroes in Mississippi and Alabama 
to organize effective "mob self-defense". A cooperative 
relationship must, be established among Negro 
organizations. yC^ 



(U) 



BENJAMIN DAVIS also spoke, stating that 
everyone is calling the Negro question a revolution* 
He said that there is a transition of the Negro 
from second class to first class citizenship going on 
and that "we are witnessing a revolutionary movement 
in our country but we are just not in it...." DAVIS 
added that the biggest question is not disagreement 
or disunity among Negroes but the fact that there are 
not enough white allies coming into the struggle, >* 
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(U) 




NY 100-153735 



IRVING POTASH commented that the criticism 
against the Party is valid, that it is correct that they 
are not coming forward, not writing and not giving 
leadership. He said the leadership of the Party 
should explore all means for all of them to play a bigger 
role in the struggle "which we have not done yet ".)&». 



Vny T-2 

\June 19, 1963 






Qy 



/, h On June 16, 1963* the first day*s 
^ u; session of a National F&fcfch Conference of the CPUSA, 
was hold at Academy "&£,&, New York City. During the 
evening of June 16* 1963* a report was given 
on tasks in the Party youth program* 2he i'eport 
proposed a new recruiting program to run. from 
September to January with a goal of increasing 
membership by fifty per cent with emphasis on Negroes, 



NY T«17o 
June 16, 1963 



% 



During the third day*s session of this 
conference held on June 18, 1963, the current 
struggle of the Negro for full integration was 
discussed. Notice was taken of the Negro 
American Labor Council March on Washington, D.C., 
scheduled for October, and it was proposed 
that all in attendance should, on returning 
to their districts, work to obtain support for 
this march. Another proposal was made that a long- 
range plan be formulated now for demonstrations 
in Washington, D.C., in the event of a 
filibuster on civil rights. 

At the fourth day's session of the 
conference, held on June 19, 1963, DANIEL RUBIN 
listed the objectives of Party youth, one of which 
was Negro-white unity. To accomplish these 
objectives, he said that they must examine certain 
issues, one of which was Negro and civil rights* 



fNY T- 
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/m At a meeting of the Col^unJLst™ Party" (OP) of 
v ; Illinois State Board on July 2, 1963, in Chicago, Illinois, 
BEN DAVIS gave an estimate of the NAACP Convention as 
well as his impressions of the general struggle for Negro 
freedom. His ^remarks relating to the Convention included 
the following: JLr 

(U) The Convention, in progress, is reflecting 

the great upsurge in the Negro movement, ROY WILKINS has 
committed the NAACP to a continuation of mass demonstrations, 
What is new in the Negro movement is that a solid unity 
has developed on the method for achieving mass, direct 
demonstrative action, ?Y\e Convention reflects the goal of/ 
a unified approach on the part of all Negro organizations.^, 

(U) Nowhere in the Convention, thus far, has 

anycne come up with an analysis of the problems and the 
direction for the Negro movement that points clearly to 
the main enemy and how to develop struggles to overcome 
them. Unemployment, for example, is a mass problem. The 
Party should call for a mass solution to the problem which 
includes continued demonstrations against Jim Crow and 
ideologically answering questions as to where the jobs 
are to come from* )&^ 

(U) A meeting of the Steering Committee of the 

Illinois CP, active in NAACP matters, was held on July 3>19o3» 
In Chicago, Illinois, at which BSN DAVIS spoke, discussing 
problems much in the same way as he had at the Illinois 
State Board meeting on July 2, 1963. In addition, he 
indicated that he would .Tike to see the following resolutions 
pushed at the Conventions j&<? 

, m 1. A resolution asking the NAACP to initiate v / 

W) a suit against Southern legislatures making them illegal^ 



(U) 



2. A resolution calling for the Federal Government 
to withhold financial aid/from all states that practice 
Jim Crow in any form. "^^ 
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3» A resolution calling for the Executive 
Branch of the government to guarantee that, every Negro 
citizen will vote in the 1964 elections . ^^ 

4. A resolution calling for the NAACP to declare 
January 1, 1964, as a deadline for the repeal and nullifying 
of all Jim Crovr laws.^^« 

She source advised that the CP had no effective 
machinery to pla ae their proposals in motion. However, he 



lwas on the NAACP Resolutions Committee and had b7c 

t€ 



been instructed to do 1-rL-g.t he could. Ths proposal chosen 
by th3 Party to conesntpate on is th& first resolution 
mentioned above « If this resolution was introduced at the 
Convention, DAVIS had been instructed to support it and 
if it did not pass in the Committee he had the right to v 
1&&U3 a minority report on the floor of the Convention.^ 



Hi 



m ^-20 ~~~\ y 

53 U^ 



July 3 and 5, 1963 

A CP of Illinois State Board meeting was held 
in Chicago, Illinois on July 16, 1963- At this meeting, 
CLAUDE LIGHTFOOT commented on. the NAACP Convention and made 
the following observations: y^ 

The Convention is part of the new development 
in the Negro field which is the development of mass 
direct action. The Party should have as its policy that 
of trying to influence the NAACP to be the quarterback 
of the team of Negro organisations talcing part in the 
Negro struggle. The Party should also lend its support 
to the recruiting of Negro youth into the NAACP. An 
additional new feature coming from the Convention uras the 
call for the NAACP to fight actively for the defeat of 
candidates not pledged to civil rights which means that the 
NAACP can^^become an independent force in the electoral 
struggle. y£^ 



\ju: 
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July 17, 1963yV 
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(U) At a meeting of the National Board and invited 
guests of the CP, United States of America (USA), held 
in CP Headquarters, Nevi York City, on July 10, 1963* 
BEN DAVIS reported on the recent Convention of the NAACP. 
His remarks included the following: V 

ru\ The Convention generally was successful and 

^ ; constructive. Communists must be the unifying force in 

the integration struggle and "We must concentrate on moving 
our Party and the left force to develop more consciously 
a division or segment of the Negro movement at the grass 
roots level of the NAAC? branches". The Party should issue 
a statement characterising its fight in the integration 
struggle, calling on all segments of the American people 
to get into the struggle and calling on them to resolve 
the question of the democratic way of life* A copy of 
thie statement should also be sent to the Civil Rights 
Commission in Washington, D.C; 



(U) Hay T-46 "~~~"1 , 



\ July 10, 1963 



(U) WILLIAM ALBERTSON spoke on "The Worker" and its 

financial plight at a meeting of CP members, on July 11, 
1963, in New York City. During his talk he said that many 
copies of "The Worker" were distributed at the recent 
. NAACP convention. He stated that BEN DAVIS, JAMES JACKSON 
and WILLIAM PATTERSON were in the audience at this Convention, 
that their presence was known, and they were well received*^ 



(U) Cm T-12 

\ July 12, 1963 



«\X 



(U) A meeting of CP members and invited guests 

was held at the Central Plaza, 111 Second Avenue, New York 
City, on July 11, 1963, and admission to the meeting was 
by invitation only. GUS HALL was the principal speaker 



and during his speech stated that there are three major 1 
currents in the United States today, namely: ' 

1. The Negro struggle and all it involves. 

2. Automation. 

3. The peace struggle and its development, 
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( u ) He added that all three, altnbuglr separate, ^y 
are related and will draw closer together as time goes on. d?S 

(U) HALL also mentioned that what has started in 
Birmingham has led to a "peopled democratic revolution", 
which is his term for the Negro movement today 3yP* 

(U) (NY T-12 7^ 

\July 12, 19631 W 

(U) At the meeting of July 11, 1963, held at the 
Central Plaza in Ne^r EcjfIc City, GUS HALL spoke on many 
topics including the ifegro revolution. Speaking mainly 
on the Negro situation, HALL said that he was proud of the 
role "Our Party" ha& played in the "evolution. He $aid 
tribute to BEN DAVIS,- WILLIAM PATTERSON, CLAUDS LIGHTFOOT, 
ax>.a other Negroes who had attended various demonstrations 
as onlookers. >^r 

(U) According to HALL, the Party will not change 

its tactics, but will move as the Negro revolution moves until 
it is ahead of this revolution. He stated further, 
that he sees this Negro revolution as a means of achieving 
Socialism in this country •J^v. 



(u) Iks: t-i% 



%K 



WTuly 16, 1963 

(U) The speech that GUS HALL gave at the Central 
Plaza, New York City, on July 11, 1963* was entitled 
"A Policy for Action". From the nature of his speech, 
it appeared that the lower ranks of the Party are in 
disagreement with and unenthusiastic about the present 
line of the CP. HALL«s speech was a defensive one in which 
he openly argued the correctness of the present CP position 
and the content of the CP line in relation to such matters 
as civil rights, peace and trade union matters.-^ 

( u ) With respect to the Negro question, he said the 
CP would not join groups who are against the MARTIN LUTHER 
KING movement or the NAACP or those which advocate a violent 
approach, y£>* 
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(UN In answer to a question as to why the CP was not 

experiencing an upsurge of activity among its Negro members 
in view of the upsurge of activity in the Negro movement • 
in the country, HALL said that "Our people" are in the thick 
of the present battle by Negroes for cix'il rights and. that 
"Our Negro leaders" are more respected than ever, Jc. 

(W T-59 „^1 w 
\£uly 12, 1963J ?^ 

(U) on July 2?> 1963, a CP meeting was held in 

Chicago, Illinois, to hsar GUS HALL speak on important 
political and ideological issues facing the CP. HALL, 
during his speech, commented on the Negro question in 
general and the current Negro struggles and upsurge of the 
Ks^ro people which are making possible the unity of the 
Neg*?o and white working class, thereby removing a barrier 
to the further expansion of democracy and socialism. His 
remarks on these topics ware spaced throughout his talk 
and included the following: £Q 



(U) 



The role of the Party is appreciated in the 
Negro movement because it is a force which does not take 
sides among Negro factions, but rather attempts tp/keep 
splits from occurring among Negro organisations. % 



(U) The Party must not forget that economics is 
the central issue of the Negro struggle. The unity of 
Negro organizations must first be solved and then the unity 
of Negro and white, followed by the unity of the Negro 
movement with the labor movement. The economic question 
will be the unifying factor which tb.eruj.ing class will try 
to use to split the Negro and white. )£<^ 

(U) With respect to the "miracle of Birmingham", 
a democratic revolution of the people is taking place 
and henceforth, this Negro movement will affect every 
election in the country. These are no miracles only 
processes. These new developments are strengthening 
democracy and socialism and weakening the ruling class. 
In order for Communists to adjust to these new developments, 
the Party must assess things with precision. The strategy 
and tactics of the/Party must stem, not froin^f f anj|asy, 
but from facts. ^s; 
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At the 17th NationalT^nTention, CPtfiJfi, the 
Party topped the slogan of self-determination for the 
Negro people in the Black Belt. If W had persisted 
in this policy "We" would have been in the same position 
as the Muslims today. However, "We" changed our approach 
and today we are able to be in the mainstream 01 the Negro 
movement . 

Following HALL*s report, CLAUDS LIGHTFOOT spoke 
briefly and called on the Party to do everything possible 
to promote Negro-white unity. 

( u ) fil T--2Q0 *~1 v / 
\5u2y 31* 1963J X 

At the meeting of July 27, 1963> in Chicago, 
(U) ^inois, GUS HALL was introduced fcy the chairman of the 
lading, CLAUDS L£GKTFC0i\. The speech that IpX was to 
present was the same as a speech which he had delivered 
previously explaining the results of a seeding of the 
National Board of the CP. HALL spoke of three main currents 
in the country today, these being the struggle. for equality, 
the economic problems resulting from automation and the 
struggle for peace. HALL viewed the struggle for equality 
as one that is causing a unification of forces He added 
that an assessment of the political sitJuatfion must 
begin with the struggle for equality since victory here 
is necessary for a democratic America. He said that a 
class ideology would emerge with a recession of racism 
and the obstacle of reaction would be removed, ^^f 
would remove an obstacle to Socialism and increase the 
possibility of a peaceful transition to Socialism.^ 

(U) HALL also noted that in the struggle for equality 

there exist the protlems of segregation and automation. 
He listed three inter-relating problems, namsay, the . 
economic, Negro-white unity, and Negro- labor unity .p^ 

(U) \NY T-201 /-\ 
{ } (July 29, 1963J ^ 
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(U) At a meeting of fading "functionaries of the 

CP, held at CP Headquarters, Hew York City, on June 26, 1963, 
BEN DAVIS discussed the Negro problem and made the suggestion 
that a national conference to take up this question be 
held after Labor Day* He suggested that it be held in the 
Midwest so that comrades from the Far West could attend. 
He further suggested that there should be one special 
session with youth with the point of view of emphasizing 
youth participation in the Negro struggle. q( 

(U) DAVIS also spoke at the conclusion of the 

meeting and said that "J3vs Federal Government would have to 
step in and stop the terror in the South, which is preventing 
Negroes from registering to vote. He stated that the 
Nsgr-o movement is a great upsurge in democratic action 
and fchat "We" must find some way to got together with W 
?&£yo leaders and show them that time ie ''running out . ^ 

^ UJ \june 2o, 1963_^ ^ 

The regular bi-weekly briefing session of CP 
leaders and CP people active in Party press and in mass 
information media was held at CP Headquarters, New York City, 
on July 12, 1363* At this meeting, 2&CK. S'-GACHSL gave the 
main report during which he spoke of ths fcremendous 
development of the civil rights program, the difficulties 
it has overcome and the obstacles in its path. He said 
that this movement has set in motion a whole segment of 
the American people in a new direction and that the movement 
presents an excellent/ opportunity to develop CP influence 
in the Negro field* 9k 

(U) Gy T-59 

guly 17, 1963J 

(U) At a meeting of the National Board and invited 
guests of the CPUSA, held in CP Headquarters, New York 
City, on July 24, 1963* B$N DAVIS commented on the Negro 
situation. His remarks included the following:^s<; 




- 23 - 




(U) 



(U) 




m 100-153735 



The most important contribution which the 
CPUS A can make to the Negro struggle is to bring about 
the development of a response from organized labor. He was 
certain that a response from the organized labor movement 
is necessary ^fqr the fulfillment of the Negro people's 
revolution" 



^$< 



A manifesto of about 200 words characterizing 
( u ) the historic development of the Negro people's movement 
should be published, A full day should be devoted to 
developing policy an-?, cteitudes on some of the big questions 
in the Negro movement* "It just isn't possible that 
everything else in Amorlcais shaken up and our Party 
goes on in the same way". j§£ 



At this same meeting, ELIZABETH GURL3Y FLYNN 
ct&ted that, in the struggle for tfc3 rights of the Negro- 
people, the CStJSA, has a glorious history and the Party 
should publicize a review of this history showing that the 
CPUSA, in fact, started the movement. She noted that 
the Party has always fought for the abolition of segregation 
and was in fact fighting for this when no one else was 
even thinking about lt.]!«\ 

jjuly £4, 1953\^ 

(U) At a meeting of the C? of Illinois State Board 

on July 2, 1963, in Chicago, Illinois, BEN DAVIS gave his 
impressions of the general struggle v f or Negro freedom* 
His remarks included the following: h( 

The Party has concentrated too much on what 
(U) is happening within the Negro movement. What it should do 
is begin concentrating on how to organize white support 
for the movement. The Party should begin writing on what 
this movement means to white Americans. v\ 
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(U) The economic features of the struggle 

against Jim Crow are the dominant ones. Therefore, 

the Party should indicate to the masses how the economics w 

of the country are tied to the struggle for Negro rights. ^ 

The Party should: 

(U) l. Struggle for the unity of the movement 

and for the continuation of direct mass action. 

2. Fight to isolate the Muslims (Nation of Islam) 
liberation movement, 

3. Agitate for a time table in the struggle. 

4. Fight to increase the participation of 
the Negro working class in this struggle. 

5. Help, in local areas, to involve masses in 
local action against Jim Crow, 

6. Bring the issue of peace to the Negro 
movement. 

The country faces a serious crisis as a result 
( u ) of the Negro struggle* The Party has not as yet organized 
itself and does not understand the nature of this crisis. 
It should seek out more definitive answers to the perspectives 
of the movement. The Party should issue a statement on^/ 
the character of the crisis and how it sees a way out. ^ 



(U) fife T-20 -~\ v, 



\july 3, 1963 1 






/,ix On July 27, 1963* a CP caucus meeting, relative 

k ; to work in the NALC, was held in New York City. At this 
meeting, JIM TORMEY commented that the NALC represents 
Negro workers and that the CP places major importance on 
the NALC. He said that in the past, the CP has been lax 
in Negro work and will correct this situation. J>^ 



- 2$ - 




NY 100-153735 

(U) TGRMEY commented that his main Job in the Party 

now is N.4LC work and that from 60 to 70 percent of his 

■himsi is K-ngrvh on this work. He said that both he and 





b6 

a^e "State" Board members whose main job is tic 

the UP caucus in the NALC.^&^ 

(u) Q: t-12 \ ^/ 

jjuly 29, 196^ yC 

(U) At a meeting of leading functionaries at CP 
Headquarters, New Yc?k City, on June 26,, 1963, ELIZABETH 
GURLEY FLYNN stated that there was a need for a Negro 
Commission in the CP in order to tmderstand the problems 
of Jtegroes, She said that "We" only have a few Negro 
CP members and are in digger of being accused of white 
oVic.uvinism, She ade'ed that a Negro Commission could 
Sake on the Muslims in the name of the Party". She 
indicated that the Party had missed an opportunity in 
making a real ideological contribution to the Negroes. 

(U) Vn?T-!2 "-"I / 
^une 26, 1963J ^ 

f . n During a meeting which Involved a leading member 
{U) of the CPUSA, on July 8, 1963, it was stated ly this 

functionary that during the recent NAACi? Convention, BEN 
DAVIS explained that, "although he had taken over the Negro 
Commission, he was not happy. DAVIS contended that the 
Party is lagging behind in its program and is doing nothing 
for the Negro people in their present struggle .X 

(U) & T-19 """""U, 
£uly 8, 1963J X 

(U) At a meeting of leading CP functionaries 

on July 24, 1963, in Chicago, Illinois, GUS HALL commented 
that the NNC of the CPUSA is not functioning and has 
practically ceased to exist. HALL was asked if pressure 
might be put on BEN DAVIS to get the NNC to hold a meeting 
and he indicated that he doubted this could be done.^ 

(U) 
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( u ) On August 14, 1963, PHIL BART advised that he was 

In the process of working on a "draft" which is concerned with 
the Negro question and which he had discussed with BEN 
DAVIS. He said that the idea was to call a national 
conference of Negro workers, and that a month prior to the 
conference, they would have documents prepared for 
discussion and a basic one would make cl&ar the Party's line 
and direction in this field. He said they would present 
a two front program which would bej (a) "Our" contribution 
and approach to the entire struggle of jobs and civil 
rights 5 (b) A crash program of spreading the Party among 
the Negro people which would recognize that they are 
not doing any mass recruiting now. He saicLthat this 
crash program would include the following?^. 

1. That they immediately train 25 young 
( u ) people to be involved in leadership on a national and 

district level. 

2. That the Party become a movement in the 
South as well as in the North. 

3. That consideration be given to forming 
an organization in Negro communities based on discussior 
and experience. 



& 



BART indicated that they may not fee able to do 
this immediately, but that it may be possible to get a 
Socialist Club organized and to encourage every other 
form of organization along these lines. He said the 
conference must be held this year and that they needed months 
to prepare a document to discuss it. He added that the whole 
movement will participate and that it is even possible 
the document could be made public. He said they must 
shock the Party into realizing that this is not a normal 
situation. K 

(U) (NY T-47 

\ August 14, 1963\ 
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(U) The sources made available a letter dated 

July 11, 1963, on the letterhead of the CPUSA, 
addressed "To All Districts" and signed 
"Fraternally Yours, CPUSA". This letter enclosed 
a reprint of an article by JAK2S JACKaON which appeared 
in the July 7, 1963, issue of "The Worker" entitled, 
"A Fighting People Forging New Unity", This letter 
contains the following:}^ 

"We want to urge that meetings and discussions 
of the enclosed articles be held in your district. It is 
a major statement teai^xg on our policy in reference to 
the unfolding Negro fi-^dom struggle. Especially to be 
nctsd is the stress on cultivating the unity of the Negro 
iaovanent and the unity and action of Negro and white for 
securing the rights of the Negro people! and cur position 
Xu reference to the sharpening danger of the counter- 
revolutionary role being played by the Muslim organization, 

"We suggest that you order a quantity of these 
reprints for mailing to influential figures in the Negro 
people's organizations and supporting organizations, such 
as the trade unions, churches, fraternal orders, etc. 



(U) 



N£ $*&G2 
July lot 

NY T-203 
,July 15, 



1963 



1963 



R 



JAMES JACKSON, in his article in the July 7> 1963# 
issue of "The Worker", captioned "A Fighting People Forging 
New Unity", comments on the growing unity among the 
organizations taking part in the Negro freedom movement. 
He states that resistance from racist reactionaries becomes 
more violent as progress is made, but that the main danger 
to the movement is the alliance of racist Dlxiecrats and 
ultra-right Northern Republicans. The monopolists in the 
country also fear Negro progress in integration because 
they realize victory In the struggle would create the base 
for unity of action of Negroes and whites in the struggle 
against them* 
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The ruling class can be expected to encourage 
and promote friction among the forces fighting for 
integration. 

Leaders of the Negro movement should not be 
intimidated by anti-Communism. It has no place in the 
Negro movement and "can only foster divisionism in the 
ranks of the movement". 

JACKSON also attacks the Muslim organization and 
MALCOLM X in particular- f ?*s beli^g disruptive to the movement, 
describing: fch<yn as Vs^j^a on the Negro movement. He also £•» 



attacks 



as playing into the hands of 



b7C 



segregation! efc s . 

(U) The sources made available a letter dated 

ov&g 25., 1963> addressed "To All Districts" and signed v ^ 
'"Comradely fours, Organisation Dep?t". 'Hie letter states*^. 

"In connection with the Negro people's movement, 
lire recommend that you consider the following literature, 
especially considering the important events during the 
coming weeks. We are listing some important material 
valuable to our movement and some of it useful for 
wider circulation." 

This letter lists the fact that "Freedonways" 
had jfttblished an excellent Summer issue dealing with Harlem, 
that a collection of articles by JAMES JACKSON, which had 
appeared in "The Worker", had been published under the 
title of "Three Brave Men" with a selling price of 15 cents, 
and that "a basic article" by BEN DAVIS would be published 
in the Augiist, 1963., issue of "Political Affairs". 

The letter urged that extensive circulation be 
given to "Freedomways" and the collection of articles 
by JACKSON and that the districts prepare for the 
circulation and discussion of DAVIS 1 s article. 



(U) 



NY T-202 
August 5# 1963 
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(U) Source advised that on September 16, 1963* a 

telegram to President JOHN F, KENNEDY, The White House, 
over the signature of GUS HALL, was dispatched by the 
Communist Party, United States of America (CPUSA)*^ 

The text of this telegram is as follows: 

"Brutal murder of 6 Negro children yesterday in 
(U) Birmingham demands immediate action and Federal troops to 

protect lives of American citizens against lawless insurrection}, 
terror, and calls for the arrest of Wallace and others 
responsible for murder and bombings. Federal authorities 
must take power of government away from such bloody hands* 
Failure to act vigorously in this crisis will not be 
tolerated by justice loving Americans. You can no longer 
ignore the growing popular demands for arrest of Wallace 
and those who. incite racist violence and defiance of United 
States Constitution, Action must be taken to dissolve the 
Ku Klux Klan, the White Citizens Councils, the American Nazi 
Party, the National States Rights Party, and all racist 
terrorists. We de&cvnd executive orders and a complete 
program of Federal action to smash the resistance of 
segregationists in Alabama, Louisiana, Mississippi, and 
elsewhere in the south, for the full establishment of 
constitutional liberties immediately to all Negro 
Americans and the establishment of new genuinely democratic 
government in these states in accord with the United States 
Constitution. Nothing short of these minimum measures will 
constitute adequate response by you to the challenge of tl^e 
Birmingham bombing outrages. You, President Kennedy, are 
held personally responsible for the lives and property of 
American citizens against racists terror under your 
authority under the constitution. 



* 



I 



Gus Hall" 



(U) 



W T-48, September 16, 1963J N fc/ 
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(U) A meeting of leadfi!g* functionaries of the CP, USA, 

was. held at CP Headquarters, New York City, on September 16, 
1963. ^ 

rm JAMES JACKSON reviewed the racial situation in 

v u J Birmingham, Alabama, and announced that "The Worker" would 
carry a lead editorial on the first page demanding that 
Governor WALLACE of Alabama be brought to justice; demanding 
that the President establish federal occupational authority 
throughout Alabama; demanding a roundup of the membership of 
the American Nationalist Party, the White Citizens Councils, 
and the Ku Klux Klan; and demanding the immediate discharge of 
J, EDGAR HOOVER, Director of the FBI, and a complete 
reorganisation of the FBI. ^^ 

The Ku Klux Klan has been designated 
pursuant to Executive Order 10450. 

(U) WILLIAM PATTERSON said that, immediately after hearing 

of the bombing, in Birmingham, he reached a number of people in 
the Harlem area of New York City, and raised the question of 
sending telegrams and holding some kind of demonstration. X 



PATTERSON 3aid that, while he thought JACKSON'S 
statement concerning the FBI was correct, he would like to see 
a special article devoted to the FBI and "its complete failure 
over the years" in relation to racial matters in the United 
States. %^ 

ROBERT THOMPSON stated the CPUSA should try to bring 
about effective, immediate action by the New York City Committee 
on Racial Equality. He said there should be some kind of major 
action in New York City, either in the nature of a mass meeting 
or a march and the Party should undertake a campaign in New York 
and nationally to influence public opinion in this situation. V 
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(U) IRVING POTASH s&SMf %a no? Enough to throw 

responsibility on Governor WALLACE of Alabama, but it must 

be stated in clear terms that the Federal Government also / 

has a certain responsibility for what is happening in Alabama.]^ 

(U) POTASH noted that President KENNEDY is scheduled 

to appear before the United Nations and suggested it might be 
advisable to set up delegations to submit petitions and demands 
"even before he gets to the UN," thereby precipitating a 
possible demonstration at the UN. £>* 



(U) 



POTASH also suggested the possibility of taking the 
proposed statement for "The Worker" and reading it publicly 
at some federal office, "possibly at Foley Square" in order 
"to dramatize our feelings in this matter." ^^ 



(U) BEN DAVIS commented, "I feel bitterly disappointed 
and bitterly dissatisfied with the response of our Party'. He 
said the Negro movement has now reached the stage which requires 
a sharpening up of "our attack on the Kennedy administration, 
DAVIS urged greater activity on the part of the CPUSA stating, 
"I am of the opinion that unless our Party finds a way, 
symbolically or personally, or in some other way, to integrate 
itself in some public manner, if not in its own name, then 
through some organization in which the Party is known to have 
influence, we are just going to get a setback that will take us 
years and years to overcome." pZ^ 

(U) f^ T _46, September 16, 1963^ V 

(U) During the period of October 1 - -6, 1963* a meeting 

of the NEC, CPUSA, and invited guests was held in New York 
City, the first two days of which were devoted to a report on 
the civil rights movement. The report on the civil rights 
movement was delivered by BENJAMIN DAVIS and the essence of 
this report is as follows: Jl^ 
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( u ) The report he delivered' at ~the NEC meeting in 

June, 19o3, roast be used as the background for the report 
which is a collective report and not entirely his own."^^ 

Following the killing of the Negro children 
in Birmingham, Alabama, the Negro movement entered its 
4th stage. The first stage occurred when MARTIN LUTHER 
KING led the sit-downs in Birmingham. The second stage 
was reached at the August 28, 1963 March on Washington. 
It was a great stage in the Negro people's movement. 
As to whether "we" have a positive or negative attitude 
on the estimate of the Ma.-.'eh, even if "we" could find 
some negative things "our" general estimate has to be 
very positive. The 3rd stage was the killing of the 
children in Birmingham. The killing in Birmingham 
proved that the Governr:ent cannot protect its people or their 
property. The Negro people must demand that the President 
break the resistance of the Dixiecrats . ^K 

(U) The Negro leadership is in disarray and it 
requires that the leadership meet and work out a more 
consistent policy. )*>*. 



(U) 



This is a time for the sharpest demands. The 
more militant elements of the Negro movement are coming 
forward and are having an iwpaet on the civil rights 
struggle. They are preparing a campaign of civil 
disobedience. However, these militant tactics do not 
break the unity between Negro and white, y^. 

(in As regards the principal organizations in the 

^ ; civil rights movement, Roy WILKINS of the National 
Association for the Advancement of Colored People 
(NAACP) and WHITNEY YOUNG, Executive Director of the 
Urban League, represent the conservatives; MARTIN LUTHER 
KING, leader of the Southern Christian Leadership 
Conference (SCLC) and A. PHILIP RANDOLPH of the Negro )<^ 
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(U) 




American labor Council (NALC) represent the center 
and the .Student Non-Violent Coordinating Committee 
(SNCC) represents the left. "We" Communists should 
fight »f or the most advanced proposals of all of these 
groups. There is no alternative for the CP but to 
support the demands and pressures from the left groups. 
However, "we" have to be careful not to create an 
image by which Communists cut themselves off from the 
Negro movement under the guise of "fighting dogmatism". 
The tasks of the left, right and the center in the 
Negro movement are "our" tanks but the Party has to 
carry on its own independent policy. CjL 

(U) A group of Negroes are trying to organize 

a "Freedom Now Party", a party that is essentially 
left-let,, isolationist and bears a trotsicyite label 
but -.-Lis does not mean tnat "we" can dismiss it. The 
Party position should be that if the Negro wants- ./ 
to use independent means, "we" will encourage them.^C 

(U) On the question of the Muslims, "we" should 
be for their defense as "we" are for all Negro rights. 
"We" will struggle along with the rank and file Muslims 
although opposing their separatism, their anti-Semitism 
and their idea of a Negro Utopia. A distinction must 
be made between the Muslim leadership and their rank 
and file in order not to kill off militancy of the Negro 
people. "We" must urge them to fight with all who 
fight for the Negro people and must realize there are 
trends within the Muslim movement which has caused a 



split in that organization 



oveme 



(U) On the economic question, the fight for jobs, 
is the h^art and core of the Negro movement, The CP v 
should strive to cement the economic struggle with the^jC 
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fight for democracy, and awaken irf^taBTTlSsro a more 
• conscious social perspective. "We" should give special 
consideration to economic demands such as preferential 
hiring and quotas and to the matter of how to unite 
the Negro and white workers. >g^ 

(U) As for the Party, it has a perspective of 

sharp struggle ahead in the Negro freedom movement. 
The Party should prepare itself to resolve the question 
of the growth of the Party and its press while keeping 
in mind the possibilities of extending its influence 
in the Negro movement. The image of the Party as a 
militantorganization among the Negro people has been 
dimmed. £x 

(U) The Party has credits in the Negro struggle 

including its participation in numbers in the March on 
Washington but "we" have not brought the Party forward 
up to now and have failed to solve the problem of how 
to indicate to the Negro the line of march. "We" have 
shown some responsibility in relation to the Negro 
freedom movement but still do not have a clear line 
on the role Communists have to play."Q£ 

( u ) "We" must show dedication to the fight against 

white chauvinism, nationalism and racism as preached 
by the Chinese CP.S? 

"We" must pay special attention to the NALC 
(U) and emphasize its class position but do it in such a 
way as not to divide the workers from the middle and 
upper class Negro 4 



The Party in the South must find a center 
around which to rally the progressive forces there . \ / 
"We" must get into the struggle in the South now andQ^ 
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(U) help solve some of the problems, even though there 

are several obstacles in "our" way, because otherwise 
the Party will be set back for years, v/ 

The Party has not played the role in the 
(U) Negro movement it is capable of playing. What is needed 
is some kind of left center that would unite the 
Negro people and "we" can provide the personnel for 
this. The Party must do at least as much as SNCC, 
The Congress of Racial Equality (CORE) or the Negro 
writers because it has the ideological means. "Wej; 
must try to get into all of these organizations.^^ 



Following a discussion of his report, DAVIS 
gave a summary during which he said that the question 
is how to begin a chain of events and actions which 
can put the Party in a position to speak to and lead 
this mass movement. He added that, instead of talking 
in generalities about the left, they should help 
them do things differently.- He stated that the Negro 
movement will help them establish the Party as a 
Party of the left and that the Party has to find ways 
and means for beginning in the South. He said they 
have to solve the problem of how to grasp the 
opportunities now before them, w' 

(U) At the third session of the meeting, held on 

October 3, 1963, GUS HALL gave the principal report 
on the subject of building the Party. During his report 
he commented on the Negro upsurge in thevUnited States 
and he made the following observations: (X 

(U) This struggle is taking place on many levels 

and it is the task of the Party to show that there is 
no need for rivalry with this movement. There has been 
no red-baiting; where there is a meaningful struggle 
it tends to ignore red-baiting. There also is a 
reflection of the leadership of the movement that 
sees "our role" not in a negative way, *^£^ 
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( u ) The question is how tSfSia'lol.ire&ii population 

in this movement. Workers can be involved. Youth 
are deeply involved and churches are also involved 
but mainly for moral and ethical reasons. This moral 
factor should not be underestimated because it is now 
important in all movements including movements for 
socialism. However, "we" cannot win the workers on 
•moral and ethical reasons alone. White Americans must 
be shown it is in their own self-interest related to 
economy to participate. ^ 

(U) The American working class cannot be united 

unless there is Negro-whit-e unity. This class unity 
must be achieved; the people must unite and the class 
questions will fall into place. Labor is not \ 
sufficiently involved and it must begin to act.)*! 

m\ The Party must concentrate on three mass 

^ J currents, the struggle of the Negro people for equality, 
the economic struggle and the crises of automation and 
unemployment, and the peace movements and the regrouping 
of the peace forces after the test ban. These three 
mass currents are the makings of a people's democratic 
alliance against monopoly. o£_ 

(U) The general line of BEN DAVIS' report was / 

approved and the report of GUS HALL was also approved iX 

(U ) fNY T-19 ^1 J 
\0ctober 9, 1963J & 

m) At the October 3, 1963, session of the NEC 

meeting, GUS HALL, in his report on the general state 
of affairs of the CP, USA, pointed out that there 
are many opportunities for the Party on the political 
scene, in trade unions and in the Negro movement, but 
that the CP, USA, is not in a position to take 
advantage of these opportunities .P\ 



(U) fiwY T-59 

lOctober 3, 196 
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(U) The annual dinner of "The Worker" was held 
on October 6, 19&3, at the Palm Garden, New York City, 
at which BEN DAVIS was one of the two guests of honor. 
Speaking at this dinner, DAVIS stated that the 
President should immediately send federal troops 
to Alabama and other southern states and should 
remove officials in those states who have failed to 
uphold the oath they took to uphold the Constitution 
and to prosecute those responsible for the "reign 
of terror" in the southern states. He stated that 
it is very possible that their children will live 
under a socialist system in the United States.^ 



(U) I NY T-16 ~1 

\0ctober 9, 1963\ & 
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(U) 

At a meeting of the National Board and invited 

guests of the CP, USA, held at CP Headquarters, New York 
City, on October 16, 1963, BENJAMIN DAVIS took up the 
subject of civil rights. DAVIS criticized the Attorney 
General for his action on the Civil Rights Bill, 
stating that the Attorney General was trying to "water 
down" this bill. He said that the CP, USA should call 
for no "watering down" and no compromise but should 
fight for the original bill. He said that the CP, USA 
should call on people to write, telegraph, hold meetings 
and denounce the efforts of the Attorney General to 
hold down the Civil Rights Bill. yL^ 

(U) At this same meeting, PHIL BART discussed a 

memorandum pertaining to a "Plan of Work" of the 
CP, US A J which had been prepared by the Party 1 a 
Organizational Bureau. This memorandum notes the 
need for concentration among Negroes and youth .jJ^T 



(U) 



(NY T-2 ~~\ . / 

JOctober 16, 1963J^< 



(U) The source made available a news release of 

the CP, USA, dated October 14, 1963, which was a 
statement of GUS HALL. In this statement, he comments 
that "Civil rights legislation as proposed by the 
House Judiciary Subcommittee which strengthened 
President KENNEDY'S proposals is a minimum must 
for this session of Congress". He calls for every 
American to t^ike some action such as correspondence, 
visits or telephone calls to their Congressmen and 
Senators demanding action. He also states that 
every mass organization including labor unions' have 
a duty to act and white Americans have a special 
responsibility. He adds that Congress and the 
Administration must break the segregationist 
stranglehold on civil rights and pass the civil 
rights bill. W^ 



fm 1 NY T-233 
K J \October 21 
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(U) At the^ regular biweekly conference of CP 

editors and others in the news media field, held at 
CP Headquarters on October 25, 1963, JACK STACHEL 
commented on the Civil Rights Bill then before Congress. 
He accused the President of retreating from a strong 
stand on civil rights and added that the Attorney 
General is willing to accept a weaker bill. He 
said that this, plus other factors, indicated that 
the Administration was giving in to the ultra- 
rightists and the Dixiecrats and that the c? must v/ 
develop a line of propaganda to stop this weakening fl\ 

(U) Cny T-59 

\0ctober 25, 1963 

tin ~. « The sou * >ce made available a document entitled 
Dra:,„ Resolution-Break the Resistance of the Dixiecrats 
and Establish Constitutional Government in the South", 
which was prepared by BENJAMIN DAVIS and is based on 
the report he gave to the meeting of the NEC, C?, USA 
on October 1, IQ63. This document contains in part 
the following :^5^ 

"The increasingly savage resistance of the 
Dixiecrats and racist reactionaries to the peaceful 
civil rights revolution for human dignity and equal 
righus waged by the Negro people and their white 
supporters presents our nation with an acute crisis 
which will determine the fate of American democracy 
now, and for years to come", J£ 

^ «.u 4.,. It continues that the struggle applies to 
Doth the South and the North and involves the fight 
not only for equality of Negroes as citizens, but 
also the fight against discrimination in jobs, 
housing, schools and includes oppressed whites, 
Puerto Ricans and Mexican Americans. It enumerates V 
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^ UJ various acts of terrorism agaiffef the Negro in the 
South and puts the. blame for these acts on the 
Ku Klux Klan, the White Citizens Council and 
Governor WALLACE of Alabama and Governor BARNETT 
of Mississippi who have rebelled against the Bill 
of Rights and have defied the federal courts. In 
the document it states that Negroes have every 
right to defend themselves with arms against the 



assault from illegal mobs 



3 W 



(U) The document then states, "In the midst of 

the seething Negro libex»ation movement, the question 
is asked: Where i3 the party of the Negro people, 
of the Negro youth and workers? We submit modestly, 
yet truthfully, that that party is the Communist 
Party of the United States. Because it is the party 
of the Negro Freedom Now Movement it is also the party 
of the white workers; because it is the party of the 
struggle for equality, human dignity and racial 
progress now, it is the party of socialism, when 
exploitation andnational oppression will be no more 
in our country" .^^ 

(U) The CP feels that the Negro liberation movement 

should extend beyond the Party's own ranks and unite 
many organisations even those whose leaders disagree with 
the CP. The CP has its own contribution to raake, however, 
and it combines ,f the struggle for reforms with the 
struggle for socialism, and it pursues a scientific 
class approach to the problems confronting the American 
people while recognizing that only the broadest 
mobilization of labor and the people on a non-partisan 
basis can secure the democratic resolution of these problems 

(U) The document continues, "The repeated negative 

experiences of the Negro people and of the working class 
in seeking full freedom and to improve their lot in^v 



* 
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( U ) our country during war or extreme £nterriational tension 
are aracKg the principal reasons why the United States 
Communist Party rejects the viewpoint of the Chinese 
Communist Party and shares the peaceful coexistence 
policies of the overwhelming majcx*ity of the world 
Marxist parties, brilliantly demonstrated in the role 
of the Soviet Union."$L 

The document pointed out the pitfalls of the 
Negro movement noting that it is made up of many diverse 
groups all believing in different approaches. This 
could lead to loss of initiative and the discontinuance 
of the offensive against the "Jim Crow System" • x >^C 



(U) 



According to the document , Communists have 
(U) made indispensable contributions to the present Negro 
uprising. "Thousands were in the ranks of repeated 
marches to Washington including August 28 ••- and assisted 
in mobilizing their fellow shop workers, trade unionists 
and neighbors for the success of these demonstrations." 
Communists are among the fighters for "Freedom Now." 
In the civil rights movement, Communists have been 
loyal to the unity of Negro people and have rejected 

recklessness. "They have beenmotivated by one aim 

immediate and total victory" . p^ 

According to the document, this action is not 
(U) enough but it is also necessary that the CP, as a united 
independent political party, raise the level of its work 
for the entire freedom movement "with full realization 
that victory in this move-sent will, in the words of 
GUS HALL, cleanse our nation." The document then deals 
with the contributions the CP can make to the Negro 
movement and states "where the going is roughest that 
is, in the deep South, that's where a functioning 
Communist Party organization belongs - not as a self, 
serving gesture, but to loyally contribute to the""^^ 
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(U) unity, effectiveness and perspective of the movement, 
to help draw into it ever larger .sections of the most 
exploited and oppressed masses." >&% 

(U) According to the document, the C? is the only 

Party in the United States fighting for the rights of 
Negro people. Yet the cry of anti-Communist is used to 
subvert the civil rights movement. The C? "demands of 
the KENNEDY administration a^new 20th Century 
Emancipation Proclamation". J^ 

(U) The CP has the r ^.rconsibility of a greater 

mobilization of labor and white forces to the 
realization of their stake in the civil rights movement, 
The CP vrt.ll Join with the majority of Negro people 
and f.-'.ght for "more militant, united and disciplined 
actio::." ~~' 



The document concludes, "the Party's ability 
to contribute to the solution of the urgent problems 
confronting the nation today - in the first place, 
the civil rights crisis - will determine its role in 
the struggle for socialism." 



(U) (ny T-l 

\0ctober 29, 1963 



5\K 



r\i\ A meeting of the National Board and invited 

v ; guests of the CP, USA was held at CP Headquarters, New 
York City, on November 1, 1963. At this meeting, BEN 
DAVIS reported on civil rights and outlined various 
provisions of the Civil Rights Bill noting it had 
been "watered down" by the Administration. Es said 
they should raise the question of strengthening this g/ 
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(U) bill which now represents a return to "tokenism" .yl^ 

He added that his position is that, while 
(U) they are for peaceful, non-violent action in the 
Negro movement, it is correct for the Negro people 
to have defense committees in the South, He said 
these committees should be armed and have the right 
tc use arms "where their lives, their communities and 
their churches are threatened" . He stated that it is 
correct for the Negroes to consider more militant 
forms of non-violence, including civil disobedience .^< 

(U) DAVIS * report was accepted. e£ 

(U) Cny t-46 t~i w 

\November 1, 1963 \ 7^ 

(U) on November 6, 1£>63, & meeting of leading CP 

functionaries was held at CP Headquarters, l?&& York City.Xx^ 

fm IRVING POTASH reported on the needs of the 

v J Negro people regarding better schools, jobs, medical care 
and food, He said "we" need an immediate program of action 
and "we should as Communists become part of the Negro 
movement and arouse the Communists of the country." He 
felt that someone from "The Worker" should go down south 
ar^d discover first hand what is going on and tell the story 
to. the people. He said that history shows that when the 
Party raises the problems among the people the government 
will begin to respond and "we" will get action. He said 
that efforts should be made to get the trade unions to 
send down observers. ^W^ 

(U) BENJAMIN J. DAVIS, Jr. said that "wa" should 

pose the Negro question "on the poverty and underprivileged 
theme." "We" must see that the civil rightscrisis 
is the Negro struggle for democracy and truth^^ 

(U) VnY T-2, November 6, 196Q?\ 
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A meeting of the National Board, CP, USA 
(U) and invited guests was held at CP Headquarters, New 
York City on November 13, 1963. at which, BENJAMIN 
DAVIS reported on a recent trip to Detroit, Michigan. 
DAVIS stated that at a series of meetings in Detroit, 
there was proposed the launching of a Northern 
Christian Leadership Conference (NCLC). ^ 

It is noted that "The Worker" in its issue 
of November 10, 1963 , contained an article datelined 
at Detroit, which stated that Dr. MARTIN LUTHER KING, 
Jr., Head of the SCLC, had c-ndorsed a meeting scheduled 
for November 8-10, 19&3> where Negro leaders from 
fifteen Northern cities were to establish a NCLC. 



(U) 



DAVIS reported that a new important 
organisation was formed composed of Negro preachers 
from Detroit and vicinity which group has announced 
a Job getting campaign in Detroit. He further stated 
that the organization is aiming for a National 
Conference of Negro Preachers to be held on January 15 > 
1964, on the question of employment. DAVIS went on to 
describe the various conferences which were held and 
then said that he believed it is still possible to affect 
MARTIN LUTHER KING, as well as some of the young people. 
DAVIS also ment ioned that while a ttending the meetings 



in Detroit that ^^_^_ 

great respect for DAVIS and that 



had remaffkec 
when he 



iffked. 
met [ 



fchafc h<* hAri 



threw his arms around film and said that MARTIN LUTHER KING 
often mentioned DAVIS .< 



It should be noted that 
is an assistant to MARTIN LUTHER KING in the leadership 
of the SCLC. 



Jo 6 
b7C 



be 

b7C 
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At this same i^|£%if ^ftVlNG POTASH stated 
(U) that the important thing ^"is that there is nothing on 
the scene at this time of a concentrated effort by 
the Negro leadership to bring about maximum unity. 
He said that there is at the present tir.e a disarray 
of Negro leadership and less unity today $ as well as 
the absence of a united program for a new offensive. 
He expressed his opinion that they are not without 
forces that could influence a -reaction among the 
Negro organisations and Negro leaders. He said that 
they need to arrange ft our own forces" so that a 
unified approach can bo male to this question and 
so that they can determine what kind of influence 
they can exert in the Negro organizations, ^v^ 

m) JOSEPH BRANDT also spoke stating that there 

has bo;vn much action in forcing ideas , prcg:?e.ms and 
plan : 3 by various groups engaged in the straggle, 
whereas "we", outside of a few articles., ha 7^ not 
advanced or formulated ideas for coordination * He 
suggested that there be a national conference of one 
or two days devoted to the question of the struggle 
of the Negro people. He said tl^at this conference 
should be national in character/^ 

(U) Hj Y T-2 ^-\ 

\November 13, ^Sj^C^ 

(U) At a CP meeting at CP Headquarters , New York 

City on November 22, 1963, JACK STACHEL reported that 
BEN DAVIS had gone to Detroit for several days 
originally for a conference to organize a Negro 

leadership conference. He s aid that because ,r we !t be 

knew that a I I was feeing influenced by b?c 

the Freedom Now Party, DAVIS hoped to influence him. 
He said that DAVIS was very well received at a 
meeting of the Trade Union Leadership Council , which 
he described as an influential organization of Negro 
trade union leaders in Detroit. 



(U) He said that there also was held a session ^ 
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(U) of the NALC presided over by A. PHILIP RANDOLPH. In 
addition j there were three conferences, one of 
which was a .ministers conference of 100 Negro ministers 
who took up the question of the struggle against job 
discrimination, and one of the northern Negro leadership 
which was poorly attended. This probably was because 
the ministe rs held their own conference and because of be 

the | | faction. He added that DAVIS attended everything b?c 
except the NASC meeting.^ 

(U) STACHEL stated that DAVIS noted that Detroit 

has become the main center/in the North of the Negro 
struggle and leadership .J^ 

STACHEL further stated that there was a split 
( u ) in the three groupings at Detroit and that an explanation 
of the failure of the conference could not be understood 
without taking into account the Minister's Conference, which 
was held at Detroit,, and the fact that the KAACP was part of 
that. He added that there are some unsolved -orobleras between 
the NAACP and MARTIN LUTHER KING'S organization. He said 
the fear is that they will replace the old organizations in 
the Nor^bh^and the problem is how to create unity among these 
groups 



\~NY T-l 
INovember 26, 196 



*aX 



(U) JAMES JACKSON conducted a class, "The Road 
to Negro Freedom" at the New York School for Marxist 
Studies on November 15, 1963. Toward the end of his 
discourse on Negro problems, JACKSON said that the 
time is ripe for the Negro labor force to have a 
general strike and for white sympathizers to go 
along with this strike. 

(U) [Fy T-234 "A / 

■ 96 m 



\December 2, 1963\ 
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(U) On December 4, 1963, a meWi^i^of^tle National 

Board, CP, USA, and invited guests was held at CP Head- 
quarters, New York City, at which BEN DAVIS spoke on ,_ 
the civil rights struggle. His comments included the" 
following: C^ 

(U) The ultra-right should be blamed for the 
violence and lawlessness which was responsible for 
the assassination of the President. The reaction to 
this crime has brought forward the best instincts of 
the American people and aracns; the Negro people it has 
created a tremendous surge forward in the struggle 
for Negro rights. President JOHNSON'S speech, before 
Congress, on civil rights was outstanding. His role 
has been more progressive than President KENNEDY. The 
attitude of the Party toward President JOHNSON and 
his Aors/luistration should be a positive one.J^ 



(U) 



The labor movement now is taking a new 
position toward the Negro movement which will put 
the movement on a higher level than ever before. 
Politically, they should not accept the rejection 
of preferential treatment of hiring Negroes as held 
by some Negro leaders and on the question of seniority 
rights, the Party should be in favor of it but with 
some modification such as where locals m^ntain 
seniority lists for whites and Negroes ofcC 

A "functioning apparatus" is needed in 
(Uj the South. The work of individual comrades has 
been heroic and self-sacrificing but it has reached 
a point where a "functioning apparatus" is needed. 
"Our role" in the North is to capture the support 
of the Negro people and this should be worked out 
in great detail. The job facing the Party is how 



it can play a role of organizing a movement of a 
personal character that will rally and unify forces 



(U) Cny T-2 """I 

\December 4, 1963 \ ; ^f 
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(U) During the period of December 19-22, 1963* an 

enlarged meeting of the National Executive Committee 
of the CP, USA was held in New York City. At the 
session of December 19, 1963, GUS HALL gave the main 
report. During his report he mentioned civil rights 
as one of the three principal areas where there should 
be activity at the present time. His remarks , in 
essence, included the following: ^^ 



Now, the civil rights revolution is the 
center of the struggle for democracy. However, this 
civil rights struggle will not keep on renewing 
itself unless millions of people are reached. This 
is a challenge which "we" can help resolve on a 
city anc local basis. "We" must also continue the 
campaign to expose racism. It will take the 
maximum, effort by maximum numbers in order to pass 
civil i-Ights legislation, to continue the drive for 
school integration, and continue the struggle in 
the South. There is a need for a national and 
international campaign to expose the terror in the 
South, Q^ 

(U) At the session of December 21, 1963* BEN DAVIS 
presented a report on civil rights. His report included, 
in essence, the following observations: 3%> 



(U) 



The Resident Board hopes to re-establish the 
National Negro Commission and that it will be made a 
functioning committee. At the last NEC meeting, two 
weaknesses were noted in the civil rights struggle, 
namely, insufficient participation by "our" white 
allies, and disarray in the national leadership of 
the Negro movement. The lack of participation by 
white allies still is the biggest weakness. The 
problem now is how to guarantee concrete steps for 
civil rights. With regard to white allies, the recent^ 
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(U) w __ 

American Federation of Labor-Congress of Industrial 
Organisations (AFL-CIO) Convention gave certain 
handles to fight against discrimination and for civil 
rights; it outlined the role of organized labor in 
the civil rights field. Despite the negative things 
connected with the APL-CIO bureaucracy, "we" would 
be wrong not to acknowledge their pledges. "We" 
have to take advantage of the positive matters,arising 
from the convention and develop them further. ^^ 

(U) The Negro leadership is no longer in disarray 
but are united and working Tor the passage of the civil 
rights till. As to this bill, even though it is 
weaker than the original, "we" are going to fight for 
it and will fight to strengthen it. "We" want it 
passed and to kill off any filibuster. "We" must 
mobilise support for the bill and the Party should 
send a spokesman to the public hearings in January, 



sena a srx 
1964. ^ 



(U) 



"We" should support the peaceful, Constitutional 
path and must also keep in touch with the forces that 
use extra parliamentary methods such as demonstrations 
on the streets and unite this wing with those who depend 
upon legislation. fyL^ 



(U) "We" must also organize to fight the terror 
in the South and will need to demand Federal inter- 
vention. "We" must help raise the question to make 
it possible for every voter in the South to vote. 
"Our" slogan is how to bring the Negro freedom movement 
into the elections in the South and show that this is 
in the interest of all southerners. The right to vote 
is "our" main task. "We" should push the use of the 
14th Amendment to the Constitution to reduce Southern 
representation in Congress on the basis of a lack of 
qualified voters. In addition, Article 4, Section 4 
of the Constitution is of importance for breaking 
through states ' rights . ^\ 



~49-i 
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(U) "We" must find a way to link the- struggle 

for democracy in the South with the economic demands 
of the North. The Negro people's movement is taking - 
its sharpest form of struggle in three areas, Washington, 
the South, and in the North where economic questions 
are first in importance. M We t! must have a positive 
attitude on preferential hiring, hiring quotas, and 
on seniority. «C, 

(U) There is a need for a registration campaign 

throughout the country to enroll Negroes to vote. 
This must be done so they can use their full power. 
It gives "us" one way in/v<alch to associate "ourselves" 
with the Negro people. §£^ 



Some steps have been taken in the South by 
the ?;U'ty and "we ! " are looking forward to the day when 
"we" will have a functioning apparatus there. %L 

(U) Cny T-19 

\ December 23, 1963) 



963^ 



(U) A meeting of leading CP functionaries was held on 

January 6, 1964, at CP Headquarters, New York City.^ 

BILL ALBERTSON reviewed the status of New York City 
(U) school integration and cited efforts of the Mayor and 
the Board of Education in this regard. & 

*..* ALBERTSON stated the open enrollment and free 

^ ' transfer plans place the burden of integration on the 
Negro and Puerto Rican children and establish no 
responsibility in the white community to carry through 
integration. According to ALBERTSON, these plans maintain 
the segregated school as a system of education. ^^ 
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(U) ALBERTSON asserted the New York City Board of 

Education was not living up to its agreements and has taken 
the position it cannot move to integrate a particular / 
community until the community agrees to be integrated.^ 

ALBERTSON noted the existence of various organizations 
( u ) involved in efforts to promote integration and commented 
"We" are distributing 26,000 copies of our own plan. 
He described this plan as "a fighting plan for integration 
in the New York City public school system.... a plan which 
is feasible, practical and which will show the way to carry 
out the integration prc-gran" . ^- 

(\\) WILLIAM L, PATTERSON stated, with regard to the 

v ' (school) boycott, the responsibility of the Party's forces 
must l:e so strengthen their influence in the American/ Jewish 
Congress which has been taking a splendid position. qt> 

(U) ALBERTSON remarked the Party must push for a 
crash program for rehabilitation of public schools to 
go hand in hand with integration.)^ 

m) BEN DAVIS remarked "Freedom Now" means setting up 

a time table to achieve integration and means giving Negroes 
the best teachers and best schools "because we must make up 
for the 300 years that they have had to suffer"^. 



( u ) Gew York 
\January 6 



T-2 \*w 

i, 196iLi^\ 



nn At a meeting of the National Board, CPUSA, and 

{ } invited guests held February 5. 1964, at CP Headquarters, New 

York City, ROBERT THOMPSON reported on the February 3, 1964, 

boycott of New York City schools . ^^ 
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THOMPSON claimed the boycott generally had wide 
labor support but the Party was not able to get a general 
approach on the part of its trade union forties that would 
have opened the door to a fuller understanding . He said 
the boycott was too largely looked at as an action 
narrow in scope and was not seen as an issue that fundamentally 
involved the future of the whole approach to public education 
in the city. yC 

(U) THOMPSON declared the boycott a success largely 

because civil rights groups were able to overcome a 
number of disagreements ctnd achieve solid coordination. 
He attributed this to the fact that it was the feeling of 
not onlv the Party but of all civil rights groups that the 
boycott had to be made a success; that if it failed here, 
then it would be a setback to the integration movement 
natic-iMlly and especially in the North .y^ 

(U) Without citing any specific activity of the Party 

in connection with the boycott , THOMPSON claimed that in this 
boycott action there was a Party involvement not seen in recent 
struggles in New York and that both quantitatively and 
qualitatively the Party was in the picture. It had a 
definite program; it had an adequate , practice!, united front 
approach and, it was able to be a material f&etor* THOMPSON 
said he thought the CP would have some very substantial 
benefits from this as the base wa3 laid for a betterment , 
of the Party's relationship to a number of organisations?^ 

(U) WILLIAM L. PATTERSON noted the unity of Negro 

and white in connection with the boycott and stated the 
Party should emphasize this unity, make it the backbone 
for future development and give it positive direction ^p^ 



(U) rfew York T-2 ^\ , 
\February 5, 196JiJ^ 
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(U) A meeting of the NNC, CP, USA/ which included 

members of the Communist Party's Trade Union Commission 
and invited guests, was held in Chicago, Illinois during 
the period February 22-23, 1964. BENJAMIN DAVIS opened the 
meeting on February 22, 1964, and praised the line that 
had been set forth under the leadership of CLAUDE LIGHT- 
FOOT. DAVIS presented the following agenda for the 
meeting: ^«, 

1. A main report by himself dealing with the 
(U) 1964 elections and an estimate of the current struggles 

of the Negro people. 

2. Area reports from those areas, one from i v, 
New York on the rent strikes and school boycotts, one \ ^qL 
from the West Coast on jobs and Negro youth, and one » ^ 
from Chicago on jobs and relief struggles. 

3. Sub-reports by GEORGE MEYERS on his trip 
to the South and another by WILLIAM PATT ERSON who had \ b e 



been attending the trial of in North Carolina. I b?c 



4. A discussion of the work of the Negro 
Commission. 

(m The first part of DAVIS 1 report dealt with the 

current stage of the Negro people's movement and emphasized 
that the movement is being felt in the North where three 
issues have emerged, jobs, schools and housing. Out of 
this stage, DAVIS said, have developed new elements, school 
boycotts, a move for national coordination on schools, unity 
of the Negroes and Puerto Ricans in the New York school 
boycott, and the fact that white liberals and the trade, 
union movement are beginning to support the movement. %L^ 
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(U) DAVIS also dealt with the question of whether 

or not the Negro people's movement is revolutionary 
character . He concluded that it has a revolutionary 
character but there is not a revolutionary crisis In n^ 
the United States ♦ He indicated that it is a part of 
the general social economic revolution* He said that 
how well it vrill succeed depends to a great extent 
on the role of the Communist Party 





DAVIS, in his report, also made the following 
observations : 

There must be militant action to stop the 
filibuster of the Civil Rights Bill. The Communist 
Party *s role is to cement Negro - White unity in this 
fight and the Party must wage an all - out fight for 
the bill both through pressure on Congress and, if 
necessary,, by actions such as demonstrations and marches. 

The Party's electoral program has three 
objectives and the main blow should be against the ultra- 
right. The Negro people are an essential part of JOHNSON 
camps but it is necessary to develop independent activities 
to pressure President JOHNSON into breaking completely 
with the Dixieerats. In addition, the Communist Party 
must concern itself with how it can help change the com- 
position of Congress and must bring in more trade union, 
Negro and Puerto Rican representatives* 

One of the major tasks the Communist Party must 
assist in is the registration campaign. The other is to 
try and develop independent political action committees 
in the Negro community to improve the quality and quantity 
of Negro representation. This can be done by independent 
activities and by trying to influence both major parties 
to slate Negro candidates. The Communist Party, wherever 
possible, should seek to build Negro-labor committees. 
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(U) They must a3 30 attempt to build the unity of the leftpg 3 
during those elections and, where possible, to run ^ ™ 
Communist Party candidates. <j%(^ § 



(U) 



(U) 



(U) 



In the South, they must demand that every 
qualified voter be given the protection of the 
government to exercise his right to vote. The 
South is basic to the political struggle in this 
country and progressives must realise that a change 
in the political alignment in the South is essential 
to progress in the country- The Supreme Court decision 
of 1954 to desegregate schools opened the door to all 
desegregation in tne South and the decision to redis- 
trict the Congressional Districts makes it possible to 
break the role of the minority in the South. The 
Conounist Party must develop independent movements in 
support of these decisions and guarantee that the re- 
districting takes place. ^5^ 

The Communist Party is not in a position to 
solve the many organisational questions facing "the 
Negro movement* The Communist Party can establish a 
secure base in this movement if it develops and demon- 
strates a sound line and policy. The Communist Party 
should not always be discussing how to associate with 
existing movements, it must take more initiative and 
organise independent movements around the people's 
needs. The Communist Party must re-establish its 
revolutionary traditions among the Negro people. They 
must develop a sound program for the poor farmers in 
the South and develop the ideological position of 
taking the profit out of the Jim Crow system. $C 

The Communist party must act boldly in the 
people ! s movement j the entire Communist Party must be / 
involved in the struggle and they must win the working^/ 
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(U) class to the Negro peopled struggle. They must con- 
centrate on a cadre training program. They must build 
the Communist Party by expanding their clubs and 
activities in the Negro community and establishing 
groupings of Communist Party and non-Communist Party 
forces to discuss action in the Civil Rights movement. 
The Communist Party must become a factor and can become!* 
such a factor in the Negro people 1 s movement r*^ 

(U) GEORGE MEYERS presented a report on a trip 

he made to the South. He said he talked with students 
on the campus of North Carolina A & T College and 
visited Atlanta where he talked with some Negro leaders* 
He said his general conclusion was that the question of 
the righb to vote and of jobs are the main issues in the 
South. He commented on the great impact the Student 
Non-V3olent Coordinating Committee is having on the 
community in the South and said the Communist Party must 
find ways to rebuild the Communist Party in the South 
even if it means sending people to the South .^^ 

(U) CLAUDE LIGHTFOOT in his comments stated that 

he felt that although there are tremendous movements 
going on the Communist Party > in the main, is not, in a 
position of directing and influencing too well.^b^ 




(U) 



JAMES JACKSON stated that the Communist Party 
has not recruited from the cream of the crop of the 
Negro people's movement and that the leaders of this 
movement are not associating themselves with the Com- 
munist Party. He said this has to be a direction of 
the Communist Party's work.^/ 

(U) WILLIAM PATTERSON told of how he had attended 
the opening of the trial of | I in Monroe, North 

Carolina, where the basic issue on trial is the right to 



be 

b7C 
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defend your life. He felt the Communist Party must g; 
its full support to this trial and the freedom of this*. 
victim>*( \ 

called for the Communist Party to 




be more self - critical. He said that many of the pro- 
posals made at the last national meeting on the Negro 
question have not been carried out. He said they must 
decide who will be the Communist Party's spokesman, 
that there are only a very few individuals in the 
Communist Party who are willing to speak in the name 
of the Communist Party. He asked how they could 
present any program when no one knows the Communist 
Party exists. £C 

(U). At th e session of February 23, 1964, 

I l eave a reocrt on the rent strikes in the 

Harlem area. He said that the Communist Party, at 
present, is not really in this struggle but tnat 
comrades were trying. He said there is no coordinated 
movement, although "The Worker" played a good role, nor 
is the Communist Party playing a leading role. $£ 

(U) At this session, WILLIAM PATTK1S0N said that 

both the rent strikes and the school boycotts raise the 
question of human rights versus property rights, which 
is an issue being debated in the national Civil Rights 
Bill. The school boycott movement only recently developed 
into a mass movement and the struggle for unity of the 
movement is still a major question and should receive the 
attention of the Communist Party .^gl 

( u ) BEN DAVIS commented that the National Board 
of the Communist Party had agreed that a Steering 
Committee should be established for the NNC which 
should be made up of people in or around New York soX 
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(U) they could meet regularly and coordinate the work of \ §» ! 
the overall N^gro Commission . He said it has been «""" 
proposed that he, DAVIS, be chairman of this committee 
f£? T $kat the Board suggested that <n r»r>cr w * th himggi r 
WILLIAM PATTERSON, IRVING POTASH, | | GEORGE 



MEYERS and JAMES JACKSON be members of the Steering 
Coomittee . "<gC 

, m DAVIS indicated that regional commissions 

\\>) would be established, one 3n the far West which would 
include California, Washington and other areas, one in 
the Midwest to include Illinois, Ohio, Michigan, Wisconsin 
and Missouri and one in the East. He said the fields of 
work fo^? these committees should include the mass organ- 
ization, the trade union movement and the South. He / 
said GEORGE MEYERS would be responsible for the South'^ 

n,\ DAVIS in summarizing the two day meeting 

\. u ; proposed that the Commission approve the general line 
of the main report and the subreports given at the 
meeting. He said that JAMES JACKSON had proposed, in 
a discussion with him, that the Party consider trying 
to stimulate a work stoppage if there is a filibuster 
in the Senate on the Civil Rights Bill. Ke added that 
the National Board of the Communia£_JEai!iiu_fcor> the 
position that they must defend | and the 

defendants at all costs in spite of the fact that 




are fundamental differences between l~ I and the 
Communist Party. He said the Communist Party must 
develop more initiative in struggles by beginning with 
the people's needs and developing the struggle accord- 



be 
there b7c 
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(U) The source furnished subs tbntlolfy the same 

information as did NY T-^20 concerning the above meeting 
of the NNC in Chicago, Illinois .Jg^ 



(U) (NY T-98 



Cny T-98 ~V 

February 24, 196^^ 




(U) 



At the second day's session of the NNC meeting, 
February 23, 1954, CLAUDE LIGHTFOOT acted as chairman and, 
in his speech, said the work of the Commission will be 
broadened so that it can deal with problems faced by 
people in every state in the country. He called for the 
Communist Party in Illinois to strengthen the youth group 
and to attempt to establish a Party youth group in civil 
rights groups such as the National Association for the 
Advancement of Colored People (NAACP), NALC, SNCC, CORE 
and other organizations^^ 

(U) . WILLIAM L. PATTERSON also apoke and his 
comments included the following: ^ 

, m The Party must move its members to take a 
^leadership position in civil rights' organizations.^ 

(U) Concerning the NALC, the chapter in New 

York is stalemated. This chapter, however, will have 
the largest number of delegates at the coming- NALC 
convention and, therefore, will control the convention. 
The Party forces in the NALC should attempt to get 
legitimate delegates, who have been active throughout 
the year, elected as delegates to the convention. The 
New York chapter has participated in the school boycott 
there but has been ineffective in theindustrial field 
where they should be most effective.^ 

(U) The Party press should be built by increasing 

the circulation of "The Worker". "The Worker" is the 
official Party publication and the only means of getting 
word to the masses especially the Negro people. 

(U) Cny T-180 



CNY T-180 *^\ 1/ 

\February 27, 1964 \ ^ 
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The "Chicago Tribune 11 issue of FebruaryfJ^ " 
1964,, page eight , column three,, carried an article 
entitled "Red Leader Urges Civil Rights Strike." This 
article revealed that JAMES E. JACKSON of New York, the 
editor of "The Worker", the Communist Party newspaper, 
held a press conference on February 26, 1964, at the 
Hamilton Hotel, 20 South Dearborn Street, Chicago, Illinois. 
The article stated that JACKSON, a Communist Party spokes- 
man, urged civil rights groups to stage a nation-wide 
work stoppage in key industries, should a Senate filibuster 
break out on the proposed Civil Rights Act. According to 
the article, JACKSON asserted 'that the idea for the stop- 
page already was under discussion by civil rights groups 
and he stated the Communis fc-s merely would assist the 
strike if it is called. 

MARTY O'CONNOR, Reporter for the "Chicago 
American" newspaper, 445 North Michigan Avenue, Chicago, 
Illinois, on February 27, 1964, furnished a press release 
issued by JAMES JACKSON at a Dress conference held on 
February 27, 1964, at the Hamilton Hotel, 20 South 
Dearborn Street, Chicago, Illinois. 

This release stated that last week there was 
a consultation among a number of leading Marxists on 
problems besetting the movement to secure " freedom now" 
to the Negro citizens of our country, both north and 
south of the Mason - Dixon Line. This meeting, which 
took place in Chicago with CLAUDE M. LIGHTFOOT, leading 
Illinois Communist in the chair, discussed a report by 
BENJAMIN J. DAVIS, the former member of the Council of 
the City of New York and a leading spokesman of the 
Communist Party, United States of America. The release 
continued that DAVIS analyzed the new developments in 
connection with the further unfolding in the struggle to 
secure the full equality of the rights of the Negro people. 
As a conclusion to the consultation, those present foresaw 
the extension of the tactics of direct mass action in the 
war against discrimination from withholding their children 
from schools, from withholding their consumer dollars 
from merchants and landlords to withholding their labor 
power from the factories. Specifically, those present 
from several parts of the country reported that the mood 
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of the Ne<?ro workers in key industries Ire^d* participate 
in work stoppages, should the Dixiecrats carry out their 

plans to filibuster the Civil Rights Act pending before 
the Senate. 

The release continued that should the southern 
Senators act to filibuster the Civil Rights Act to death, 
a national work stoppage by the Negro workers would open 
a new and decisive front of struggle against the segrega- 
tion system, it would be a confrontation at the production 
level with the power structure itself. 

The 0? > USA, w^3 in full support of the 
February 3, 19*54 school boycott of New York City 
public schools. At group i&oe tings of the Communist 
Party in the Harlem area of New York City, Communist 
Party members were urged to keep their children heme 
on the day of the school boycott and Commux>;I.?t Party 
members were urged to participate in the boycott 
demonstration whether or not they had children attending 
school. 

( U ) f*NY T-10 ~\ \J 
February 25, 1964j y\ 

(U) On March 13, 1964, a meeting of the National 

Board and invited guests of the CP, USA was held at 
Communist Party Headquarters, New York City. At this 
meeting, ROBERT THOMPSON reported on the second school 
boycott of the New York City public schools^n March 16, 
1964. His remarks included the following: ^ 

> 
m\ There was a reduction in the number of Negro 

children participating in the second boycott as compared 
with the first but the sharpest fall off was among the 
whites and the Puerto Ricans. In both boycotts there &L 
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(U) was a "rising tide" in the civil rights struggle but 
there also was a "rigid crystallization" of the anti- 
civil rights forces. They should consider what is 
happening in this area. Specifically, the parents an<fH 
taxpayers groups mobilized and waged a campaign of 
discrimination and intimidation. There is a movement 
of leadership and program of developing against inte- 
gration and it goe3 far beyond that.-^l 

(U) There is a split in Negro forces in the boycott 

movement the most significant beipg the split between the 
Negro and Puerto Ftican forces. ^ 

, m The -oarticipaticn by ADAM CLAYTON POWEJLL in 

^ U) the second boycott was helpful and important. £k 

The Party murt fight for unification of the 
( u ) civil rights movement on a new basi3 with room for new 
leaders. A point has been, reached where the Party must 
form a line that is firm, 3harp and understandable. It 
must be in the direction of unity within this movement 
and the fight for Negro - White unity .}&^ 

. , lh JAMES JACKSON also spoke and stated he was in 
{ } substantial agreement with THOMPSON. He felt that any 
slogans put forth by the Party should be distinct and 
different from slogans put forth by the movement. He 
said these slogans should be supplementary and comple- 
mentary to those put up by the Negro movement and should 
not supersede or compete with them. ^k,. 

(U) BENJAMIN DAVIS ^ in hi3 remarks, called for 

the leaders of the Parents and Taxpayers Association to 
be denounced. He described these leaders as fascists 
and said they must find a way for their white comrades 
to be instructed politically and ideologically to attack 
them. > ^4l 

(U) (NY T-2 \ . 
\5jarch 18, 1964^^ 
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(U) The source made available a news release^ ^ ^ 

the CP, USA, dated February 3, 1964, which is caption^ 
"Communist Leaders Call For Support to MAE MALLORY . 
This release concerns a statement issued by GUS. HALL 
and BENJAMIN J. DAVIS calling for demands to be made 
for the immediate release of MAE MALLORY by telegrams 
to the Governor of North Carolina and protests to the 
Attorney General. It states that: R^ 

"Branding the scheduled trial of Mrs. MAE 
MALLORY on February 17 in Monroe , North Carolina as a 
•dastardly racial frame ..up* and 'an attempted legal 
lynching aimed at intimidating and suppressing the 
militant Negro people's movement in the deep South', 
GUS HALL and BENJAMIN J. DAVIS today called for all- 
out support to Mrs. MALLORY 's struggle for freedom." 

This news release, continuing the statement 
of HALL and DAVIS also states: 

M 'Whatever differences exist with Mrs. 
MALLORY' s political philosophy they take second place 
to the necessity of the unity of all civil rights 
fighters to put an end to the vicious Jim Crow system, 
and to smash this dastardly racist frame - u;., against 
her and her co-defendants ' " . 




(U) 






\NY T-233 
March 2, 1964 



^X 



"The New York Times", February 29, 1964, page 
twenty-four contains an article datelined February 28, 
1964 at Monroe, North Carolina, which states that three 
Negroes and a white man were convicted that day of kid- 
napping a white couple after racial disturbance in 1961, 
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It continues that Mrs . WILLIE MM mtX/tf£ a ma sentenced 
to 16 tc 20 years in women's prison and that state's 
evidence indicated that she led the incident that took 
place in the Negro section of Monroe. It adds that 
attorneys for the four have filed a notice of appeal. 

HYMAN LUMER was the instructor at the Marxist 
school, held in Chelsea, Massachusetts on February 9, 
1964. During the afternoon session of this school, 
LUMER took up the Negro question and began this talk 
with a history of the Negro in the United States. His 
additional comments included the following : ^S^ 

The oppression of the Negro resulted in the 
oppression of the working class in the South and dis- 
crimination against Negroes became the basis for lower 
wages for everyone throughout the country. This 
oppression of the Negro is a central question for the 
Party and the source of this oppression is the United 
States and monopoly capital. "Our u fight for equality 
is a fight against monopoly capital and the fight for 
rights for Negroes is a part of the whole anti - mon- 
opoly struggle in the United States. It also is a part 
of the peace movement and a struggle within the labor 
movement. This tends to merge all these struggles 
together in a movement to establish an anti - monopoly 
government within the United States. 

u^i j. *. It; is Important to see the relationship of 
this to the class struggle. The success of the Negro 
struggle depends on unifying it with the class struggle. 
The Negro struggle and peace struggle is a class 
struggle and for Marxists the class struggle is the 
basic question with full equality and democracy the 
goals . 
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As Coinmunists they should mobilize whitlJ 
people to help in the Negro movement. The Party's 
position is that they must work for Negro-white unity 
and against the separatism and poverty being experienced 
by Negroes. This struggle against poverty must be 
concentrated among the Negro people. The struggle for 
civil rights is directly related to the fight against 
unemployment and the labor movement is at the crossroads 
of this movement. 

(U) fwY T-235 ""V , 

[February 14, 1964p^ 

At a Communist Party meeting in Chicago, 
Illinois, held on January 29, 1964, CLAUDE LIGHTFOOT 
stated that the Negro freedom fight must be tied in 
with white labor because they are ready to move on 
the issue of the fight on poverty, the loss of jobs 
to automation and civil liberties. He also said they 
would have to find ways of creating a united front:)C 

(U) fNY. t-173 ~~\ , 

[January 30, 1964\-^^ 

(m On April .10, 1964, a meeting of the National 

v ' Board of the CP, USA, met at CP Headquarters. At this 
meeting GUS HALL stated the CP can maintain its vanguard 
leadership role even though supporting rather than leading 
mass organizations which are engaged in fighting for the 
same things desired by the Party. As an example he 
noted that unemployment among Negroes and youth is high and 
the Party should support any organization agitating to 
correct the situation. WILLIAM PATTERSON noted the need for 
militancy in support of the Negro people but indicated success 
would not be possible "without taking into consideration 
alliances with other forces. "jk^ 

(U) CNY T-2 ~*\ V 

\April 10, 1964J V\ 
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The sources made available a mimeographed 
letter dated April 29, 1964, addressed "To All MLstsl^t 
from the Organization Department of the CP, USA. This 
letter comments on the growing support for the civil 
rights legislation, but adds that there is a danger 
that concessions will be made which will weaken the 
House passed bill. It states that assurance of an end 
to the filibuster and passage of the bill without 
crippling amendments requires that groups favoring 
the bill voice their support, "First and foremost is 
this necessary from the largest and most progressive 
organizations in our country uniting the workers, Negro 
and white, and the trade unions." 

The letter continues: 

"We urge that all our members and followers 
spare no effort in the next days and weeks to assure 
victory in this crucial struggle for all Americans. 

"Through mass meetings, demonstrations, 
picket lines, petitions, letters and telegrams to 
Senators jointly with others and as individual 
citizens in our places of employment, neighborhoods, 
in the churches, peoples organizations — let us 
make a full contribution towards this goal." 

The letter closes with the suggestion that 
it would be good to work out a specific district 
plan of these activities. 




(U) CnY T-202 and NY T-2o3 
{May 4, 1964 
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( u ) On May 16 and 17, 1964, a meeting of the 

National Negro Commission, CP, USA, was held at CP 11 
Headquarters, New York City. The principal speeches 
were given/ by HENRY WINSTON, CLAUDE LIGHTPOOT, and 
GUS HALL^L 

(U) \ NY T-2 

May 17, 1964 




*ti^ 



nn The source made available a copy of the 

^ speech given by HENRY WINSTON at this meeting on May 16, 

1964. In thisspeech, WINSTON made the following 

observations:^* 

nn Today, life is proving an old thesis developed 

{v) by the CP during the 1930' s, namely, that the Negro 
question in the United States was the touchstone in 
the struggle for democracy in this country, This was 
not always understood by Communists or the labor apd 
progressive movements but it is now clear that the defense 
of democracy for all the people is centered around the 
struggle for complete equality for the Negro people .^L 

nn The fight for integration is in a new stage 

^ because of this. The difficulty of the struggle is clear, 
that is, the fighting character needed to win, the need 
for allies. It is impossible to win equality for the Negro 
people except insofar as this struggle is linked to the 
fight for democracy as a whole. There is a question as 
to what is needed from Communists to place the fight for 
equality on a higher plane. The main problem is to win 
over the white masses to the struggle and to flight in 
such a way as to educate and praise the level of under- 
standing of the white masses .^S^ 
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(U) The aim of this struggle is threefold: first?* "'"^ a J 

to enlist in the fight the masses of progressive Americans 
who understand the necessity of this struggle; second, 
to fight in such a way as to neutralize that section which is 
beginning to think in opposition; and to isolate the more 
rabid racists among the white population and advance the 
struggle for Negro rights.^* 

(U) Communists must be able to shox* how to develop 

the fight for integration which must include the fight for 
the special demands of Negroes *^L 

This meeting has been called for the purpose 
of seizing the main link in the fight and that is to 
win the xtfhite masses to the struggle, to counteract 
racist ideology s to place the struggle on a new and higher 
level, and to begj^nan all-out offensive against the 
stall-in Congress, ^2^ 



a 



The furtherance of the fight for equality 
depends upon the degree to which solidarity between black 
and white is achieved in the labor movement, The Negro 
Commission of the Party has already issued a policy 
statement which called for the development of the 
alliance of the Negro people and the labor movement. 
The Unity of black and white played a great role in the 
1930s, 1940s, and 1950s, and it has to be carried to 
a higher stage now. ^ 

(U) . The source made available a copy of the report 
presented by CLAUDE L1GHTF00T on May 16, 1964, which 
was entitled "A Working Paper on Negro-White Unity." This 
report contained, in substance, the following:^. 

(U) The purpose of the meeting is to discuss 

one of the most challenging problems before the country 
today, namely, the struggle to unify Negro and white in 
order to achieve a better America. There are powerful 
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(U) forces at work operating among Negroes and whites in an 
attempt to prevent this unity. What is required is to 
see why unityvis necessary and the possibilities for 
achieving it.^S^ 



The struggle must be waged on two fronts. 
While the main obstacles to this unity are among 
white masses, there are also problems and 'attitudes 
in the Negro community which must be changed. White 
chauvinism and certain forms of Negro nationalism 
are the weapons used by certain elements to prevent 
the unity of these two forces."^ 

Civil rights forces are losing confidence that 
(U) white support can be gained. What is necessary is for 
Negroes and their few white supporters to ksep working 
until the white majority is forced to make changes. One 
of the chief jobs for Communists is to help clarify 
the theories being advanced by the Negro community as 



to what actions to take 



3£ 



Since the 1954 Supreme Court Decision de- 
(U) segregating public schools, changes have taken place 
in the Negro and labor movements. The Negro movement' 
has become more militant and the labor movement more 
conservative. Since 195^, the Negro movement has been 
advancing into a revolutionary force while the labor 
movement underwent changes making it into a more 
conservative force. Among the compositional changes 
causing the labor movement to lose its militancy, was 
the purging of Communists and the destruction of left 
unions in the movement. This anti -Communism resulted 
in the reduction of white participants in the struggle 
for civil rights. Another factor was the economic 
status of labor ^which, over the years, has negotiated 
wage increases.^ 
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(U) Today there is a crisis comparable to the 

Civil War which can cause the mass of white Americans 
to join the fight to end Jim Crow. The international 
situation has been the chief favorable factor under which 
the struggle against Jim Crow has been fought . However, 
this is not enough and today internal forces within 
the United States are going to be forced into the 
struggle which will create favorable, conditions to 
achieve more than just token gains .^ 

nj\ The labor movement status of the last ten years 

will change in the next fev: years and the possibility 
of building a Negro labor alliance, which will be the hard 
core of a general people's alliance, will grow. The 
basis for political and social changes in this country 
is the economic situation as well as the international. 
The country's economy is in serious trouble and, within 
the next few years, the country will face the problem of 
adjusting to a peace time economy. Then it will face 
a serious challenge from the Soviet Union in providing 
better living conditions and assisting backward people. 
An aroused public and labor movement as well as a political 
change in government will be needed to tackle the economic 
problems. Against this setting, the objective conditions 
for a breakthrough against Jim Crow will become favorableV^ 

(U) With regards to tactical approaches, no matter 

what differences exist, attempting to form unity on those 
issues on which agreement can be reached is essential. 
This does not mean that the Negro movement should restrict 
or water down its demands. It is necessary for those who 
operate in civil rights organizations to try and find 
those issuesv that can best unify the Negro, and white 
communities . §C 

(\j\ The Party does not have to identify itselfv/ 

v J with every form of struggle. The criterion must be,^s^ 
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v y not the particular tactic, but-thfe tactic which will 
get the best results in terms of mass mobilization. 
The issue is an ever-widening basis of unity of Negroes , 
of Negro and white, and Negro and labor. This is thp 
way to achieve a break down of the Jim Crow system .«. 

r\j\ The source also made available details of 

the report given by GUS HALL at the session of May 
16, 1964. .HALL's report contained, in part, the following 
comments : S&c 

r\j\ They must adhere to the class basis in their 

^ } approach to the solution of the problem of civil rights. 
Also the concept of Negro-white unity is a basic approach 
and they should use the term "in struggle" *:hen speaking 
of Nepiro-white unity. It is ne.cessary to trv to raise 
the problem to a new level of understanding. £* 

(U) The main ideological influence and problem 

is the influence of white chauvinism; it is the main 
obstacle to unity of "our people" and unity of Negro 
and white. They must find ways of exposing the class 
source of white chauvinism. The special contribution ./ 
Marxists can make is the class approach to the problem, hC 

They must consider how to win white America 
to the struggle and better ways of doing it. It is 
not enough to be correct; they must be right in a way 
that wins over people. They should consider how 
they can best make a contribution in advancing the struggle 
by winning over people,)^ 

(U) They have to emphasize that this struggle is cen- 
tral to everything in this country, to emphasize that this, 
struggle embodies the self-interest of the entire nation.^ 
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' U ) They must .find ways of convincing America that this is 
so. They also have to find ways of emphasizing that the 
issue of civil rights is up for resolution- now. The 
solution is to destroy the whole system of discrimination 
and segregation. Q^ 

nn White youth are giving leadership to the 

^ movement for civil rights and they should take note 
of this. Also the increased role of the clergy must 
be recognized. They should not underestimate the importance 
of the educational campaign the churches are carrying on>^ 

They must give a positive estimate of the 
v u ) role of Communists, left elements, and socialists and 
especially Corrinunist youth who are playing en increasing 
role in actions throughout the country. They must 
get axray from the idea that they do not openly proclaim the 
contributions that Communisfe make in the struggle for 
civil rights. It is true that there is an increasing 
participation of Communists, Negro and white, in the 
struggle. jP^ 



(U) 



New victories can be won but only through 
militant and mass struggle. This is true because 
the system of segregation and discrimination has become 
a mainstay of the ideology of American capitalism and 
in keeping reactionary blocs in city, state, and national 
government. The roots of the problem are deep within 
capitalism and the system of Jim Crow will be destroyed 
only when capitalism is destroyed. This has to be a 
basic premise of the Party approach ?bC 

(U) The understanding of the class basis of the system 

of segregation is fundamental. They have not done enough as 
a Marxist Party on this question and to this extent 
have weakened the fight ^ 
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(U) The center of tt£!fr*§ppeal to white Americans 

should he that there is a critical development taking 
place on the civil rights issue, a drawing together of 
various groups to preserve the segregation system. The 
preservation of this system accompanied by the ideology 
of chauvinism and racism is becoming the unifying factor 
for all of the most reactionary and bigoted organizations 
and movements in the country. Such forces are now all 
joined with the Dixieerats and White Citizens Councils in 
the struggle against civil rights. This coalition 
has the backing of Senator G-OLDWATER and will have 
a special significance because it has him for a spokesman. 
There is a further crystallization of the ultra-right 
movement and danger based a: this struggle. This is a 
new danger for this country."^ 



(U) 



|to-y T 19, 196^)4 



(U) On May 16 and 17,- 1964, a meeting of the National 

Negro Commission, CPUSA, was held at CP Headquarters. During 
the May 17, 1964 session, it was stated by CLAUDE LIGHTFOOT 
"we" must not be scared off by the statement of some civil 
rights leaders that they do not want Communists to 
participate in the movement. He said he has credentials to 
participate in this movement and no one is going to tell him 
otherwise . ^^ 



(U) [NY T-2 ^X^j 




16 - 17, 1964J 



At a meeting of leading CP functionaries held in 
New York City on May 21, 1964, PHIL BART declared that 
the Party must develop a line and a policy in connection 
with Negro work and that work in this field should be 
intensified. >£^ 
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( u ) It was generally agreed by all present that the / 

Party must become involved in the mass struggle for civil rightsW^ 

(U) fNY T-2 ^\ v/ 

\May 21, 1965/K 

(U) The report given by PHIL BART at the 

National Negro Commission meeting stressed mainly the 
fact that, although the Negro freedom movement has been 
surging forward in the past period , the Party has not 
increased its membership among the Negroes and has even 
retained its position with difficulty. This was blamed 
on red-baiting and the actions of the government against, 
the Party, on factionalism in Harlem with a resulting loss 
in membership and influence , and mainly on a lack of 
consciousness that the Party must be built during the 
struggle. y\ 

(U) He indicated that this' established the need 

for developing a concentration policy in relation 
to this activity and, in connection with the coming 
45th anniversary of the Party, stress should be given to 
the fafct that the Party made solid contributions to the 
Negro struggle it can boast of .f\ 

(U) BART, in his report, said the meeting had 

stressed the ideological struggle and in this struggle 
they are concerned with winning over the Negro to t£e. 
Party and its position, especially the Negro youth/ 



He proposed a concentration in Harlem, in 
New York, and the south side of Chicago and consultation 
with Los Angeles on a possible point of concentration 
there. This is to be used for building and strengthening 
the Party, increase "The Worker" circulation, and help 
initiate and strengthen such left movements as have 
been organized and can develop in these areas . Q^ 
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A national committee is to be developed 
composed of representatives from these areas plus 
national organization and "Worker" representatives to 
report on its work and resulting activities each 
month to the Secretariat. A detailed plan of work 
should be prepared for a six month campaign, this plan 
to be worked cut during June, 1964 .^B^ 

The committee is to work out means of making 
its activities public and to indicate that these activi- 
ties are being carried en as a contribution to the 
struggle for Negro freedom today- BART also said 
that they must counteract the idea that if the CP 
directly carries en sur-h activities it will create a 
bad reyult for the Negro movement.^ 

( u ) Cny T-l 



\ NY T-J. ~ V , 
|june 2, 19S4\ V 



At the May 17 session of the meeting, CLAUDE 
LIGHTPOOT spoke again. He said that one of the great 
problems in the national liberation movement today is the 
lack of unity among leaders of the movement. He stated 
that each has his own force and each pushes his own force and 
that the Party has a role to play in unifying the various 
forces . §/ 

(U) LIGHTPOOT remarked that the only criticism 

he has is that the Party should document its contributions 
to the Negro liberation movement. He said they must not 
be scared off by the statement of some civil rights leaders 
that they do not want Communists to participate. He added 
that they must not antagonise civil rights leaders but must 
work with them because "they need us.'Jfe^. 



At the end of the meeting, there was considerable 
discussion as to whether the Party should follow a ^<^ 
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(U) concentration policy with regard to the Negro movement , 
The matter of concentrating in one area was discussed 
but LIGHTP00T disagreed with this stating they would not 
produce the over-all results looked for. There was no 
objection to his porposal that the point ^^/concentration 
be put on the agenda for the next meeting/^ 

(U) LIGHTF00T concluded the discussion by proposing 

that a subcommittee be appointed and that HENRY WINSTON w 
be responsible for the day to day operation of this committee.^ 



(U) 



fNY T-2 — \\ / 
\kay 17, 196^5^ 



(U) At a meeting of the National Board of the 

CP, USA, at CP Headquarters, New York City, on May 23, 
1964, CLAUDE LIGHTPOOT stated that most of his points 
had been covered at the National Negro Commission 
meeting of the past week end. He said they had decided 
to concentrate on four Negro communities, Harlem, the 
south side of Chicago, the east or west side of 
Detroit, and, tentatively, Los Angeles. He said such 
a program will require the resources and cooperation of the 
districts and the National Office .J^ 

(U) GUS HALL also spoke and said that mobilizing 

whites is the most important problem in the civil 
rights movement and has been brushed off. He said 
white workers must be won over and the class basis must 
be their approach. He said discrimination and segregation 
are part of the basic structure of United States 
capltaUsm. £_ 



(u) 1nyt ^ -3^ 



(ny 

\May 23, 1964] 
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(U) During early April ,"1 9&4, the leading 

members cf the CP, USA, assembled in New York City 
for a meeting of the National Executive Committee. 
At the session of April 6, 1964, JAMES JACKSON delivered 
a report on the civil rights movement in the United 
States, He said he would set forth some current 
problems with emphasis upon forthcoming dates for action 
so the Party could prepare itself to participate in 
these actions . >|^ 

(U) JACKSON first discussed the civil rights 

bill before the United States Senate stating that 
there was need for a new spirit all across the 
nation to focus attention on this bill.^C 

He announced that the NLLC would hold its 
(U) convention in May, 1964, in Cleveland and that the 

war on poverty was on the agenda for the convention. 
He said there must be a push against the barriers 
for jobs that have been raised against Negroes-^T 

(U) He also announced that the NAACP would hold 

its convention during June., 1964, and urged that 
pressures be brought to bear on behalf of Negroes to 
include such' things as school boycotts and ront strikes 

(U) JACKSON also championed reapportionment 

and increased Negro representation in legislative 
bodies. He suggested the possibility of preparing 
resolutions to be sent to the National Conventions of 
the two major parties to dramatize the inequality 



* 



of Negro representation 



•9k 



(U) Regarding the outlook for the current phase 

of the Negro freedom movement, there will be no rest, 
great militancy can be expected in the summer of 1964. 
He noted that there would be an "Operation Mississippi" 



in which 2,000 young people would go to that state 



T 
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( u ) Regarding MALCOLM X,*he-*Hk : s xb^t his moorings 

and direction. The Party should watch clbsely and 
perhaps can still guide him in his role.^j 

JACKSON stated also that there was a 
(U) concerted Party plan last year for reviewing the 

Party 1 s movement in the South, He announced that the 
Party has been making contact with new movements and 
that the Party has people JLn each of these movements 
in motion in the South . 9^ 

(U) JACKSON referred to the Negro quarterly magazine, 

"Freedomways," stating that the Party can make much greater 
use of this magazine than they have. He said some group 
in the South ordered 1-000 copies of the last issue of 
the publication. Ee statea that this magazine is the / 
theor&^cal contact among all parte of the Negro movement.^ 

(U) JACKSON announced that CLAUDE LI3H2F00T 

has been drafted to fill the opening in the K-egro / 
Commission created by the illness of BENJAMIN DAVIS &£ 

(U) GJy T _i9 -i / 
\Aprll 16, 1964\ & 

A characterization of "Freedomways 11 is 
contained in the Appendix of this reports 

(U) A meeting of the New York District CP, 

Trade Union Commission was held in New York City 
on June 14, 1964, at which ROBERT THOMPSON gave 
the main report on civil rights. His report 
included the following: &C 
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( u ) The basic question df the" Negro revolution 

is contained within the social , political, and educa- 
tional affairs of the country today. ^ 

(y) Civil rights should be tied in with other 

problems such as war and peace. The peace movement 
and cold war policies should be brought into focus 
along with the civil rights issue, and the drive 
of capitalism against labor should also be pointed 
out. These two issue® along with the civil rights issue 
should be bound together/ to make a strong presentation 



to the American pe 



-jople^^U^ 



(U) ( N y t-4 JTIn/ 



rune 18, 1964 



(U) At a meeting of the Peace Club, Kings County 

CP, in Brooklyn, New York, on May 19, 1964, WILLIAM 
PATTERSON, in his speech, stated that the growth of the 
Party or the Party's failure to grow would rest on the 
unity that the Party might develop among civil rights 
forces and their leaders as well as the unity between 
Negro and white, and the unity between the Negro civil 
rights organizations and the labor movement. He said 
that if the Party did not undertake. this and succeed 
it would be crucial for the Party .^ 

(U) Cny t-12 n / 

May 20, 1S64J ^ 

(U) The sources made available on June 29, 1£64, 

a letter from HENRY WINSTON dated June 16, 1964, addressed, 
"Dear Comrade," enclosing a first draft of a statement. 
The letter states that the aim of this draft is to 
set forth proposals of the Party regarding the fight 
for civil rights . -<C 
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( u ) The statement Is enlimm, iY A Program to End 

Segregation,, Southern or Northern Style , Fight a Real 
War Against Poverty and for Freedom, Put America to 
Work to Reconstruct the Nation's Harlems and Appalachias . " 
This statement contains the following observations^. 



The civil rights revolution is demanding full 
citizenship for Negro people now and this revolution has 
exposed such things as the poverty that exists in this 
country especially in the Negroes areas and in the area 
known as Appalachia. The segregated school systems 
are being challenged in the cities of the nation and 
there are revolts againslxthe ghettos which are 
sparked by rent strikes . y^r 

nj\ The alliance of Negro and white workers can today 

bring about the guarantee of a job and decent pay 
for all. This alliance must be one of equals. To 
bring this alliance about , labor must eliminate all job 
discrimination used by employers and unions. The 
fight for jobs should, be against the common enemy - 
the big monopolies .)£ 

f\j\ The winning of freedom for the twenty 

million Negro Americans can unify the nation, can 
break the Dixiecrat reactionary Republican hold on 
Congress, and filibuster against all legislation in 
behalf of the people. It can end the Southern 
differential that provides cheap labor and makes 
whites and Negroes the victims of substandard wages 
and job conditions ♦&£ 

(U) This statement continues t^CL- 

(U) "A great people's coalition for freedom, peace, 

decent jobs, homes and schools for all can overcome the * 
rising Goldwater alliance of racists, reactionaries and<^ 
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"warmongers. It is toward tfrffs* <lhd that the Communist 
Party^ USA offers the following program for the consideration 
of ali fighters for freedom, democracy and peace. 

"END SECOND-CLASS CITIZENSHIF. THE CONSTITUTION 
MUST BE THE LAW OP THE LAND NORTH AND SOUTH. NO MORE 
SEGREGATION, SOUTHERN OP NORTHERN STYLE, DE JURE OR 
DE FACTO, BY LAW OR IN PRACTICE. LSD BY THE FEDERAL 
GOVERNMENT, THE NATION SHOULD EMBARK ON A GREAT CRUSADE 
TO INTEGRATE AMERICA.^* 



(U) "Toward this end we propose : <^k 



"* A multi-billion dollar federal educational 
program to provide free, integrated schooling everywhere, 
including on a college and technical level. Special 
assistance, including financial subsidies to Negro, 
Puerto Rican and Mexican-American youth to enable them 
to overcome the educational lag due to dec&cxs of 
discrimination. These are to be steps leading to 
a national, integrated educational system of a high 
quality everywhere . 9*<T 

(U) "*a multi-billion dollar federal housing program 

to reconstruct "our cities on an integrated basis, to end 
ghettoes by erasing all discriminatory neighborhood 
frontiers and to provide adequate low and middle income 
homes at reasonable rents. To guarantee the implementa- 
tion of this program, a CITIZENS COMMITTEE FOR INTEGRATED 
PUBLIC HOUSING should be set up, consisting of civil 
rights, labor and civic representatives^^ 

(U) "*A national Pair Ilousing Law barring discrimina- 

tion in housing everywhere^SS— 

"*These are to be steps toward using public 
(U) housing to set national standards for high quality, , 
integrated housing at no more than 15 percent of the^l 
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"average monthly income. <V 

"*A national civil rights agency with full executive 

authority to enforce the Constitution and civil rights 
laws , X, 




(U) "*A federal CODE OF ELECTION LAWS that will 

remove all restrictions on voting rights , democratize 
party primaries, provide for machine voting everywhere, 
promote proportional representation and eliminate the 
discriminatory legal obstacJ.es preventing minority parties 
from getting on the ballot JcL. 

(U) "* City Civilian Review Boards to act on charges 

of police brutality . g£ 

(U) "But the war against poverty and discrimination 

must above all be waged against its strongholds. To 
eliminate the ghetto, the battle must also fcs fought 
from within to transform them from areas of blight, slums 
and depression into thriving healthy communities that 
CAN ATTRACT INSTEAD OP REPEL NEW RESIDENTS OF ALL 
COLOR. TOWARD THIS AIM WE PROPOSE THAT THE FEDERAL 
GOVERNMENT EMBARK ON A PROGRAM TO PUT AMERICA TO WORK 
TO RECONSTRUCT THE NATION'S HARLEMS AND TO REVIVE ITS 
APPALACHIAS. OPERATION - RECONSTRUCT AND RE7IVE THE 
HARLEMS AND APPALACHIAS - SHOULD BE THE NUMBER ONE 
NATIONAL EFFORT FOR WHICH THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT 
SHOULD APPROPRIATE A MULTI -BILLION DOLLAR RECONSTRUCTION 
FUND. <^ 

(m "*A NATIONAL TASK FORCE, WITH A SPECIAL YOUTH 

CORPS, LED BY THE TRADE UNIONS AND CIVIL RIGHTS GROUPS 
SHOULD BE MOBILIZED 10> 
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^ ' "^Construct schools 'of excellence specializing 

in science,, technique and humanities to tap the vast 
unused talent and to .promote the integration of 
Negro communities .\yl 

(U) "*Tear down the slums , renovate sound structures 

and erect low and middle income integrated projects 
at rents in keeping with the average income of the 
present residents and with subsidies for those who 
cannot afford the rent. £5^ 

( u ) "*Build industrial parks to attract new and 

thriving industries^ 

(U) "^Construct technical and scientific training 

centers to equip semi-skilled and unskilled workers, 
especially youth for skilled jobsN^ 

(U) "^Establish cultural and entertainment centers to 

promote the fullest use of the great reservoir of talents 
in the Negro communities, to make this national treasure 
available to all and to stimulate the process of integration 
in these communities^)g|L 

^ "A SPECIAL FEDERAL AID TO NEGRO SMALL BUSINESSMEN 

PROGRAM SHOULD BE SET UP TO PROVIDE THEM WITH LONG TERM 

LOW RATE LOANS TO ENABLE THEM TO EXIST AND EXPAND IN THE 
COMMUNITY. *& 

(U) "REVIVE APPALACHIA (A special program on 
Appalachia will be added'K^ 

nn "This program calls for a drastic change in 

^ HOW OUR GOVERNMENT SPENDS OUR MONEY AND WHERE IT DIRECTS 
ITS MAIN EFFORTS.^ 
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(U) "It is a program %rH. s Mi§0K DOWN WAR AGAINST 

POVERTY AND SEGREGATION. IT CALLS FOR A 'WAR' BUDGET 
TO FIGHT THE ONLY KIND OP WAR THE AMERICAN PEOPLE, NEGRO 
AND WHITS WANT TO FIGHT — THE WAR AGAINST POVERTY AND 
FOR FREEDOM. IT CALLS FOR A DRASTIC CUT IN THE $56 BILLION 
WAR BUDGETS^ 

(U) "IS IT NOT TIME TO SPEND MORE OF OUR NATIONAL 

TREASURE ON THE RECONSTRUCTION OF THE HARLEMS AND THE DIS- 
TRESSED AREAS OF APPLALACHIA THAN ON THE DESTRUCTION OF 
MANKIND? EVEN FORMER ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF DEFENSE 
ROSWELL GILPATRICK RECENTLY ADMITTED THAT THE $56 BILLION 
MILITARY BUDGET COULD AFFORD A 25 PER CENT REDUCTION. 
THIS WOULD MEAN A SAVING OF $14 BILLION A YEAR THAT COULD 
BE ASSIGNEES FOR THE PROJECT OF PEACEFUL RECONSTRUCTION 
WE PROPOSE.- 

(U) "TO COMPEL SUCH A SHIFT IN GOVERNMENTAL 

SPENDING CALLS FOR AN EVEN GREATER AND BETTER ORGANIZED 
PEOPLE'S COALITION THAN THE ONE WHICH BROUGHT ABOUT THE 
NEW DEAL. THE UNPRECEDENTED AUGUST 28 MARCH ON 
WASHINGTON AND THE FORCES THAT COMPELLED THE US SENATE 
TO VOTE CLOTURE ON CIVIL RIGHTS LEGISLATION FOR THE FIRST 
TIME IN ITS HISTORY REVEAL THAT SUCH A COALITION IS NOT 
ONLY POSSIBLE BUT IS IN THE MAKING. IT IS TOWARD THAT 
END THAT WE OFFER THIS PROGRAM FOR CONSIDERATION. ! 5$£ 

(U) The sources made available on June 29, 1964, 

a mimeographed letter dated June 11, 1964, addressed 
"To All Districts" and signed, "Comradely Yours, 
Organization Bureau." This letter commented on two 
items which the Organization Bureau urged be given 
immediate attention. One concerned the refusal of 
the Supreme Court to grant certiorari to the Govern- 
ment's appeal on the McCarran Act against the CP / 
which it said represents an important victory against^ 
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(U) 

the Act. It adds that a number of cases" are still 
pending before the courts which are part of the per- 
secution resulting from the McCarran Act. The letter 
urged that every means be taken "to bring to the attention 
of the people in your area the need for struggle to 
defeat McCarranism.'V 

(U) The second item captioned, "Terroristic 

Actions of Southern State Governments," concerns the 
reactions by these governments to the civil rights 
movement in the Southern states . It relates that 
"some cities have been turned into armed camps against 
the Negro people," and that arrests, beatings, and 
new laws are being used in an effort t© destroy the 
movement for civil rights. It adds:"^fc*. 

^ ' . "We urge that every possible support be given 
in the struggle to defend the Negro people and whites, 
who have joined in the struggle in the South today, 
by calling for federal intervention by the President. 
This requires federal forces to protect the citizens in 
these states .^^L 

(U) <- _ 

NY T-202 and NY T-203 
\June 29, 1964 

(U) The source made available a letter dated June 24, 

1964, addressed "To All Districts" from the National 
Organization Bureau of the CP, USA. This letter referred 
to the "terror now raging not only in Mississippi, in 
St. Augustine, Florida, but in many other parts of the 
South." It commented specifically on the disappearance 
of three young men working on the Mississippi summer 
project, the alleged statement by JOHN DOAR, Deputy 
Chief of the Civil Rights Division of the Justice 
Department at Oxford, Ohio, that the volunteers leaving 
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for Mississippi would have no federal protection, the 
Mils rushed through the Mississippi Legislature 
legalizing racism and genocide, the appearance of 
sixteen freedom fighters from Mississippi before a 
panel of writers and educators in Washington, D.C % , 
on June 8, 1964,, and the acts of terrorism in the 
South that have been written about in the press. 
It states that the dangers confronting people in the ./ 
South are summarized in "The Worker" of June 28, 1964 ^C 

vU) This letter states Jfykt the following actions 

should be taken immediately; 



*s thLt 



(U) "1. It is necessary for each person aware of these 

facts individually and through securing the support of 
his or her neighbors, fellow workers in the shops, trade 
unions and other organisations, churches, etc. to individually 
and collectively call upon President Johnson and the 
Dept , of Justice to reverse the position t&kr.n by John ' 
Doar a.nd to provide all the necessary federal force 
to guarantee and make secure the lives and Constitutional 
rights of all citizens in the South, Negro and white $£^ 

(U) "2. To demand and, if necessary, to ask 

Congress to pass legislation outlawing the use of dogs, 
electric prods and other such barbaric methods against 
demonstrators in any situation*^ 

(U) "3. We should especially insist on immediate 

federal intervention in Mississippi where the liberties of 
the people are being violated and the lives of the 
Freedom fighters are in jeopardy /€£ 

(U) "**• We should everywhere, ourselves and through 

the efforts of others, help raise funds to support the 
noble work of these courageous young men, Negro and white, 
now in the very forefront of battle for all of us in 
Mississippi. *^K 
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(U) "We urge that this letter and the editorial in 

The Worker already mentioned, together with other articles 
and editorials that have appeared in connection with 
the significance of the passage of the Civil Rights 
Bill on the one hand, and the Goldwater-Wallace threat 
on the other, be the basis for discussions everywhere 
among our members, leading personnel, in order to create the 
greatest clarity and firmness in this crucial struggle."*/ 

(U) ^ T _ 9 8 "n , 

|June 29, I964JY 

On July 25, 196^ a leading C? functionary 
stated the CP is against further racial demonstrations 
in ghetto areas such as Harlem or Bedford-Stuyvesant 
in New York City until zhe present tension eases. He 
advised that the Party leadership favors the holding 
of demonstrations and rallies in areas largely populated 
by white persons. 

JNY T-12 ~") v / 
^July 31, 1964! H 

( u ) The second day's session of the meeting of the 

CP, USA, National Board and invited guests w*3 held on 
September 19, 1964, at CP Headquarters, New York City. 
HENRY WINSTON, in discussing the problems which exist 
between the Communist Parties of Russia and China, mentioned 
that the Chinese are developing a narrow type of nationalism. 
He said peaceful coexistence can be attained without 
compromising "our" position on anti-iraoerial.'ssm. He said 
the thinking of the CP, USA, has to be brought to the world 
movement. He noted that the only revolutionary forces in 
the United States are the Negro people. He said the struggle 
of the Negro people must be united with the struggle 
throughout the world against white minority, */ 

(U) Cny t-2 



CNY T-2 ^ . 
\September 19, 1964] U 
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PLANS MADE AT DISTRICT AND LOWER LEVEL MEETINGS: 




^UDAMMH 



A meeting of the New York District CP Board 
was held on January 10, 1963, In a report on the 
press , WILLIAM ALBERTS ON stated that it was needed to 
build mass influence ♦ They must bring "The Worker" into 
the mass movements of New York* The paper, to be accepted 
by the mass movements, has to reflect the activities of the 
movement itself. It must also report the activities of the labor 
movement and the Negro movement. )o 



(U) fHY T-236 



D63J^( 



I January 10, 196 

A meeting of anEast Side club of the CP was , 
held en May 18, 1964, at 37 East '*th Street, New York City.^jL 

JACK STACHEL, the guest speaker spoke on the 
civil rights movement, STACHEL warned the members not to 
support civil rights groups who were pledged to cause chaos. 
They were also warned to shun left groups, such as the / 
Progressive Labor Movement, and supporters of Red China.& 

(U) (®Y T-33 

I May 20, IBVt 




(U) At a meeting of the Forbes CP Club held on 

June 18, 1953, it was announced that a service center to aid 
Negroes in Harlem is in the process of being opened by the 
CP., This center is to be called Harlem House and a young 
Negro comrade has been assigned to handle the operations of 
Harlem House, The name of this Negro comrade was not 
revealed. The purpose of Harlem House was to aid Negroes 
with their economic problems, job problems a.nd any other 
problems which might arise from time to time.^jL 

(U ) fNY T-13 ~1 w 

\June 19, 1963\ %^ 
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rent for Harlem House 



located at 2135 Seventh Avenue, New York, New York* 



be 

b7C 



Representative of 

BMA Realty Corporation 

August 26, 1963 

Harlem House moved out of 2135 Seventh Avenue y 
New York, New York, at the end of September, 196 3. 



be 

b7C 



January 8, 1964 

Harlem House has not been reorganized as no 
leadership has been fcund. 



(U) f^Y T-10 

\ January 



31, 196^^1 



At a meeting of the West Side Section Committee 
NYCCP, held on July 15, 1963, it was stated that there' should 
be a mobilization of all Section members to advance participa- 
tion in the March on Washington (MOW)* $L 

(U) Q Y T-7 
\July 19 



9 iS8 ip 



At a meeting of Club Number 1, West Side Section, 
NYCCP, held on July 10 > 1963 J I a member of the 

Club, spoke on "The Negro Revolution" and stated that "Our 
Party has made a great contribution to the present day 
struggle of the Negro people by organizing them; by demanding 
civil rights for the Megro people and by exposing the 
inhuman exploitation of the Negroes by the Eastlahds and 
other Southern bigots, ^p^ 



he 

hlC 



continued, "Our Party has, is, and will 
continue to play a big role in the struggle for liberation 
of the Negro people. ♦» As Communists we should ^ participate 
in every stage of the struggle of the Negro; it is- our ^ 
duty to be on the picket lines, demonstrations and sit-ins ^C 



bo 
b7C 
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( u ) "We are the ones to show to white and Negro that we are 
determined to fight for civil rights until those rights 



(U) 



(U) 



(U) 



(U) 



will be won 



»X g 



(U) 



^NY T-6 "A \^ 
[July 25, 1963J fcv 






At a meeting of the ll-fch Assembly Dist rict (AJD.) 



CP Club in Harlem on August 2, 1963, [ | discussed 

the MOW to take place on August 28, 1963, and stated that 
CP members should go to the March with their church, union, 
or civic group and not as Communists. ^( 



be 

b7C 



be 



(U) I I said that the CP did not want the CP 

members to go as Communist groups because they could be 
much more effective in influencing people if they went 
mixeu in with other groups . v^ 



All members were asked to attempt to influence 
non-CP people to attend this MOW and that the Club members 
should report back at the next meeting the exact number/ 
of persons whom they had influenced to make this trip.^ 



(U) \NY T-ll 

\August 5 5 1 



-9«W 



] 



At a CP Club meeting on August 3, 1963 J^ 

a Bronx County CP Coordinator, c^iscussed the split in 

Negro leadership on civil rights matters .aL 



be 

b7C 



According to the informant, |_ 



W) that the CP would back the NAACP leadership and programs.)^ 






(U) (NY T-40 

\August 16, 19 



63^^ 



On August 12, 1963^ 1 | a member 

of the Bronx County CP (BCCP) Council, urged all members of the 
Tremont CP Club to participate in the National Association 
for Advancement of Colored People (NAACP) sponsored picket line 
at the White Castle Diner in the Bronx. ^ 



bo 
b7C 
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She advised that this is an important demonstra- 
tion as it has been widely publicized* 

(u) fNY T-8 ^\ J 

V J \ August 16, 1963_\ <& 

(U) At a m eeting of the 1 1th A*D, CP Club in Harlem 

on August 16, 1963, I I stated that the CP had 

lost many of its Negro members because these members had 
considered the "Negro Question" to be a more important 
matter * He stated that this is not true, that such an 
emphasis should not be plcx-ed on the Negro question because 
all of the CP members, boxh Negro and white, were the same; 
that they were all "workers" &0L 

(U) He stated that the important thing for the 

Negro was not to fight as a Negro but rather as a person, 
an American having an ideological duty*y\ 



.b6 
b7C 



(U) 



Vny T-ll *~W 

\August 19, 1963J/&S 



(U) At a meeting of Club Number 1^ West Side Se ction, 

NYCCP, held on September 16, 1963. 1 "I 



(U) 



I | of the Club, urged all member? of that Club to 

send telegrams to President KENNEDY urging federal troops 
be sent to maintain peace in Alabama JW 

(U) QYT-7 n , 

\September 19, 196&) /v 

At a Bedford-6th A.D. Club meeting on August 6, 
1963, it was announced that 15 volunteers were needed from the 
Kings County CP (KCCP) for the purpose of distributing "The 
Worker" on August 28, 1963, to those attending the MOW,^ 



b6 
b7C 



(U) Cny t-4 

| August 7, 1963 



»\< 



At a KCCP Committee meeting on August 15, 1963, 
it was announced that a meeting would be held on August 26, 1963, 
in New York City, for approximately 100 individuals, who did not 
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plan to attend the MOW, but who would pass out CP literature 
to thoee people who were attending the March. 



(U) \NYT-35 

August 19, 196 



51* 



At a Peace Club CP meeting on August 20, 1963, 
arrangements were made and plans finalized whereby Club 
members, their families and friends would receive trans- 
portation to Washington, D.C., on August 28, 1963, to 
participate in the MOW.J^ 



(U) %y T „ 12 

[August 21, 19 



38 §\*v 



At a meeting of the Forbes Club, Lower Manhattan 
area, NYCCP, held on /vague t 26, 1S63, the r embers of the 
Club v,ere urged to attend the M0W»§^ 



(U) 



,NY T-13 
August 26 



, 196^^- 



A meeting of the Nationalities Club, Upper East 
Side Section, NYCCP, was held on August 2, 1853. It was 
learned that this Club had printed several 3'eaflets, both in 
English and Spanish, and had them distributed among the 
Puerto Rican residents in that area, urging their support 
of Negroes in the civil rights and equal job opportunities 
fight. S)k^ 

( U ) fNY T-82 

\ August 28, 196: 




August 30, 196 3 J 



At a meeting of the Nationalities Club o: 



gave a report on the MOW 



V 



b6 
b7C 



stated that it v?as a very successful 



demonstration and that this March had made a few persuasive 
and lasting impressions on the Congressmen* She urged the CP 
members to mail post cards to President KENNEDY urging the 
use of federal troops in Alabama in the event the schools 
in that state did not open on time-. $^ 

(U) (NY T~82 ^i 

(September 13 , 1963J y^ 
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(U) At a meet ing of the 11t h A.D* CP Club in Harlem 

on September 13, 1963, I I gave a r^sjame of the MOW 



and of the part the CP played in its success.) 



be 

b7C 



(U) 



stated that the CP was instrumental 

in filling many buses and train coaches for the MOW. Also, 
that the Metropolitan Council on Housing trains carried 
many CP members and friends. He said that all in all the 
CP influenced 2,000 to SjQQO persons throughout New York 
City to attend the MOW, j^ 



(U) 



(U) 



(U) 



(U) y fly t-10 

J September 18, 



1963]-^. 



At a meeting of the Executive Committee of the 
Boro Hall CP Club on September 17, 1963, a discussion was 
held concerning the then recent Church bombing in Birmingham 
with the resultant killing of four young Negro girls. The 
possibility of a protest march was considered, but it was 
decided that if such a march should occur, the Boro Hall CP 
Club would not send a delegation**^ 



(U) (NY T^35 



[September 18, 



1963\^ 



Sources furnished a 40 page, rot for publication, 
first draft of a ten year plan for the development of the 
kind of public school system in New York City which will 
provide every child - Negro, white, Puerto Rican - with a 
first rate education, giving them the equipment thev need to 
play their full and exciting part in the Space Age.QL 

This draft, which sources stated was prepared for 
the New York District CP by VICTOR PERLO, reflects the CPVs 
program in this regard. It calls for desegregation to be 
carried out within one year in grades kindergarten through 
nine through a modified Princeton plan; free transportation 
to students requiring it; freedom of choice by students to any 
high school in New York City subject to the capacity of the 
school and for the teaching of the history of the Negro and 
Puerto Rican peoples to be a major feature in the school 
curriculum* ' 
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(U) This draft further sets forth requirements for 

the construction of new school facilities, the regulating 
of the size of classes and the number of teachers to be" 
employed; sets forth various requirements to improve teaching 
quality and proposes periodic increases in the public school 
budget through 1974. ^ 



The draft further calls for preferential treatment 
for Negro and Puerto Rican students in recognition of past 
inferior educational opportunities* *$/ 

fNY T-*f 
(U) v l/0ctober 23, 1963 



4>« 




T-36 
(October * f 1963 

(U) The New York District CP Commission on Schools 

met on October 8, 1363, at 552 Riverside Drive,, New York 
City, for the specific purpose of discussing the draft 
of a ten year plan for public schools in New York City which 
had been prepared by VICTOR PERLO in consultation with members 
of this commission, ^C 



The consensus was that PERLO had done an 
excellent job in presenting a program which ?.ould be achieved 
under the present capitalistic system. It was suggested, 
however, the section of the draft dealing with the education 
of retarded children be amplified. Specifically, it should , 
be defined as by whom and how such children would be selected.^ 

(U) It was stated that after the New York District CP 

had given its final approval to the draft,, an Editorial 
Committee would meet to prepare the draft in its final form. $£. 



It was further determined that VICTOR PERLO at the 
specific request of the CP is now working on a study of how 
both the economic status of the lowest workers in the social 
structure of New York City and the overall economy of the city 
could be upgraded with complete disarmament and the conversion 
of all war related industries in the Mew York City area. ^£ 
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(U) 



(U) 




Following this project, PERLO ,~ v on 1>eMlS$or* the CP, will do 
a similar study of a program for the improvement of all health 
services, including hospitals, medical care, et cetera <V 

(U) \ny T-36 *^\ 

October 11, 1963\)^ 

(U) At a meeting of the New York District CP Board 

and invited guests held on October 21, 1963, at 269 West 25th 
Street, New York City, BILL ALSERTSON presented a,report 
concerning the above document prepared by FERL0*^£ 

(U) ALBERTSON proceeded to go over this 4-0 page 

document and desired to receive cgpcients relative to any 
possible additions or deletions, y\ 

(U) The comments which followed reflected PERLO made 

no reference to automation, to night school or to physical 
education nor was the subject of socialism dealt with in 
sufficient detail. &L 

(U) PERLO, who was present, stated all comments made 

were good; however, he did not have time to utilize them in 
this report. He stated he had been told this report was 
desired by the CP by December 1, 1963, and that he would 
incorporate certain revisions and have the report ready in 
two to four weeks. o^ 

(U) (NY T-M- * — \ 

\0ctober 27, 1963^^ 

At a CP meeting in Brooklyn, New York, on 
November 8, 19*63, a Kings County CP Commission on 
Integration was formed. The Commission was to first focus 
its activities around the integration controversy concerning 
Junior High School 275 in Brooklyn, and is to act as a 
steering committee to bring about a protest by 1,000 mothers 
before the New York City Board of Education.^. 



(U) (NY T-35 



\November 12, 196 



'•3^ 
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f\\\ $^v£$**- 

^ UJ The New York Dafe'xrlct CP Commission on Schools 

met in N^w York City on December 17, 1963 ,^ 

(U) ^ BILL ALBERTSON stated the VICTOR PERLO report on 

education would be put out in printed form sometime in 
January, 196^ It will be mailed to a list of people which 
will include members of the New York City Board of Education , 
members of the New York City Government 3 members of local 
school boards throughout New York City 5 and other city and 
local officials, ^ 

( U ) m ALBERTSON stated the report would bear a notation 

that it has not been copyrighted and it is permissible for 
anyone to reprint part or all of it* He further stated the 
CP is considering taking the integration section of this 
report e L nd publishing it separately in "The Worker" in the 
near i-ivfcure.^c^ 

(U) ^Tt-36 

December 19, 1963 

(U) - At a meeting of the Nationalities Club of the 
Communist Party in New York City on October 11, 1963 , 
postal cards were distributed and the club members were 
instructed to obtain signatures and to then r-eturn the 
cards. These cards were addressed to the Cenate Office 
Building, Washington a D.C., and the text on the cards 
urged Senators to actively work in Congress for the 
passage of the civil rights legislation in its entirety,^ 




(U) ANY T~82 

IQctober 1** 4 19 



™SK 



(U) On October 1M-, 1S63, a meeting of the Communist 

Party, USA (CP, USA), New York District Board whs held in 
Adelphi Hall, 74 Fifth Avenue, Hew York, New York. At this 
meeting, BOB THOMPSON gave a report on "The Party", during 
which, he posed the question as to what the Party was doing at 
the present time. He said, that in regards to the civil rights 
movement and the peace movement, the Party was making contribu- 
tions to assist them and that this could be shown by their parti- 
cipation in the March On Washington . &/ 
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THOMPSON also said that the Party must have 
areas of concentration, and in listing these areas, he 
named Harlem, where he said the Party should be rebuilt/ 
He also mentioned as areas of concentration, the Negrd 
American Labor Council and other civil rights groups. 
With respect to Harlem, THOMPSON mentioned that both he 
and WILLIAM/PATTERSON are presently attached to groups In 
that area.<3L 

(U) CnY T-4- 

1 October IB, 1963_ 

At a meeting of the New York District Communist 
Party Committee and invited guests held October 19, 1963, 
at 85 East «rth Street, New York City, BOB THOMPSON presented 
a revert on "The Party "S 



9^X 



In this report, THOMPSON stated the Party had 
( u ) made "gains in certain fields, one being on the Negro 

question. This, he said, resulted from the March On Washington 
and subsequent results of the March. The Negro movement 
is a dynamic and forward looking movement; however, the 
Party has not recruited outstanding Jtegroes into the Party 
from militant Negro organizations, jfc^ 

, m THOMPSON went on to state tha l-'ew York District 

^ CP should concentrate in Harlem. They should have CP 

speakers speaking out on the issues concerning the people 
today and also sponsor forums featuring Communist Party 
speakers. THOMPSON said the Party should join other forces 
in Harlem to develop a real broad base which would be open 
to all viewpoints. In this way, the Party would have a full 
status and would help classify the picture in Harlem. $6^ 

(U) \5fY T-U- ^ . / 
\0ctober 22, 195^3]^ 

m\ At a meeting of the New York State CP Committee 

held October 19, 1963, at the Ukrainian Hall, East 4th Street, 
New York City, BOB THOMPSON stated no one would dispute 
that the CP was not a leader in the Negro struggle. He 
stated a special effort should be made in Harlem to bring the 
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e» 



(U) 



Party out into the open in the Negro fight, ^v 

VnSt T-101 ■ — I , 
^October 22, 1963 \"^ 

(U) A meeting of the New York District CP Staff 

was held October 29, 1963, at New York State CP Headquarters, 
New York City 9 for the purpose of discussing a recent announcement 
by a New York City Commission which recommended preferential 
treatment for Negroes with respect to jobs.^2^ 

(U) ROBERT THOMPSON stated the New York District 

should attempt to present this recommendation to labor 
groups r.nd others as well as running a series of articles 
in "Th(c. Worker" on it* He said every effort should be made 
to get the various civil rights groups to make statements 
on th^. recommendation.**^ 

(U) WILLIAM L. PATTERSON felt the recommendation 

would have a good impact on the country as a whole as 
well as in New York, He noted several civil rights groups 
have taken a public position on this question, but the 
fact that a city body came back with the recommendation 
makes it more important, PATTERSON expressed the opinion 
the ^ opportunity was available for the Party - ; ;o present its 
position and to mobilise forces to support xhe statement.)^/ 



(U) 



stated efforts should be made 

to put out flyers or pamphlets in order to clear up any 

possible misunderstanding of the issue*. He said it is be 

important also for the Government to create jobs in &7c 

order to overcome any fear that white workex*<s might have 

concerni ng their jobs being taken over by Negroes. 

was of the opinion some sort of majox* document 



on preferential treatment should be issued. He said it 
was important to get in on the ground floor in the , 
national discussion and put forth the Party's position. 3a/ 

(U) # ROBERT THOMPSON agreed and stated the central 

undertaking was an effort to obtain mass support for the 
"statement. He noted the Negro people want equality * 
whether or not there is adversity. He said he would like^/^ 
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(U) 

to propose a statement be issued signed by both WILLIAM L* 
PATTERSON and himself. <a 

(u) r^ T _ 5 —a 

\0ctober 29, 1963\ V 

(U) On October 30, 1963, a meeting of the State 

Industrial Committee of the CP was held in Academy Hall, 
853 Broadway, Nev? York City, at which there was a discussion 
of the National and State Communist Party Committee report 
concerning a general recruiting drive for new CP members, 
looking ^ toward the development of the Negro Peoples 
Revolution in the United States. There also was a discussion 
on the need for the Communist Party to concentrate in the Harlem; 
area « / £>^ 



( U ) ^NY T-74 

)ctober 31, 19 



96§\)( 



Concerning the recruiting drive discussed at the 
above meeting , it was stated that they must be alert to all 
chances of projecting themselves and that they should con- 
centrate on Negro and Puerto Rican workers. 



(U) [my T-23 
\0ctober* 



r 30, 196 3j V 



On November 11, 1S63-, WILLIAM PATTERSON stated 
Harlem should be regarded as a Concentration point. He 
said it was necessary to have Negro unity there and to 
develop a working class leadership. He said "w$ ,T have 
two adult Party clubs in Harlem at the present, that the 
clubs were integrated ? and that they needed strengthening 
as they were not playing a role. He recommended that these 
clubs work with the youth and that esch club member be a 
member of a mass organization. JACK STACHSL suggested 
the mid-week edition of "The Worker" as a potential 
organ and recommended that copies of the paper be distributed 
in Harlem without cost, STACHEL said the organization of 
schools in Harlem dealing with Negro history and the 
American Revolution should be considered,^ 

(U) fHY T-5 ^ ^/ 

(November, 1963] -*C 
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The source made available a press release dated 
October 30, 1953, on the letterhead of the Communist Party 
of New York State, issued by WILLIAM L. PATTERSON and 
ROBERT THOMPSON, spokesmen for the New York State Communist 
Party . 

This press release pertains to the October 23, 
1963 "Policy Statement on the State of the Negro Today", 
adopted by the City Commission on Human Rights of Mew York 
which was made public on October 28, 1963* 

The press release states the Hew York State CP 
considers the Human Rights Commission has done the City of 
New York, and the State and Nation as well, a service of 
immeasurable value through the issuance of this "Policy 
Statement/' 

It goes on to state that in its essence this 
statement is a stirring call that all agencies of govern- 
ment pursue policies which recompense Negro Americans "for 
the inequities of 100 years." 

In conclusion, this press release states, 

"The Communist Party urges each and every one 
of its members to play their full pari: in this struggle. 

"It urges that every union, every peoples 1 
organization, every decent minded individual make their 
voice and pressure felt at once in support of the basic 
principles" set forth in the Human Rights Commission 
Policy Statement* 

"Demand that the City Council, Mayor Wagner, 
and all other city officials, including candidates in 
the current elections support this Policy Statement. 

"Demand that the City Council and the Wagner 
Administration adopt the Human Rights Commission Policy 
Statement as Hew York City Policy and that it be applied 
by all city agencies. 



~ 100- 




NY 100-153735 




"In the context of a mounting struggle for the 
shorter work week, the $1.50 an hour minimum wage* and 
large scale Federal, State and City financial projects 
which will open up more jobs for all workers, the 
policies projected by the Human Rights Commission can, 
if fought fox* in this manner, advance Negro and White 
unity and the well being of all the people." 



(U) 




NY T-90 

November 



27, 1963^^. 



(U) A CP meeting on integration in public schools 

was held on, November 8, 1963, at 416 Rockaway Parkway, Brooklyn, 
New York»^e> 

(U) BILL ALBERTSON explained the purpose of the 

meeting by stating he desired the group to become a Kings 
County CP Commission fcn Integration* He said he wanted the 
group to focus its activities around the controversy 
surrounding Junior High School 275 in Brooklyn. ALBERTSCW 
related he wanted this group to act as a steering committee 
to bring about a protest by 1,000 mothers, who are white 
women, at the Boardof Education for' more integration in 
Brooklyn schools, ys* 

(U) After a discussion, it was decided the best way 

to accomplish "this would be to mail over 100 letters of 
invitation to white parents active in Parent-Teacher 
Associations to attend a meeting at which they would be 
urged to participate in a protest and each to get an additional 
ten white women to join them. 7^ 



^ U) \NY T~35 i y 
(November 12, l 96 MoC 
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(U) 

A meeting of the Kings County CP Council was 

held in Brooklyn, New York, on November 15, 1963, 

with DANNY RUBEL as the principal speaker. During his 

speech, he referred to civil rights and said that Party 

xiiembers must be more militant because Negroes cannot win 

this struggle without the full support of all the 

White Communist Party members, J^ 

(U) VNY T~35 -A v/ 
[November 18, 1963\ QS 

(U) On November 11, 1963, a meeting was held at CP 

Headquarters, New York City, which was opened by WILLIAM 
PATTERSON, He designated the Harlem area of New Yoi^kCity 
as a concentration point stating that it is necessary to 
have unity there and to develop a working class^leadership* 
His additional remarks included the following: ^L 

(U) ^ It is necessary to have Negro-White unity, to 

cite the unemployed communities and to bring fourth 
a satisfactory program for housing and schools,, ^p^ 

(U) In Harlem, at the present time, "we" have two 

Party adult clubs but the problem is to strengthen them 
because they are not playing a role* It is necessary to 
bring forth the image of the Party in its correct light. 
"We" have many friends in that area and there is a 
possibility of operating within the Democratic Party 
there. ££^ 

(U) He would propose that there be a plan of work 

from the two clubs consistent with their possibilities. 
These clubs should work with the youth and each member of 
the club must be a member of a mass organization. Such a. 
plan must be drawn up immediately and he would propose 
having a Harlem conference soon regarding the possibilities 
of growth in that area. "^ 
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ROBERT THOMPSON noted that the maxn mass 
activity is civil rights . In regards to civil rights, it should 
be a Party-wide mobilization of Whites . What is done in Harlem 
is dependent on yihat can be done to move the White community 
and labor movement, THOMPSON said that they have in mind a 
forum in Harlem which would be open to all points of view, 
but a discussion is needed regarding the personnel to be 
involved as well as its location. The forum should have a 
directorate of 8 to 10 people, which would have a "compo- 
sition 11 that will insure "one" outlook* However, they must 
guard against making it a Party forum. Such an understand- 
ing would open up avenues r»ot existing for the Party and 
would help expand the youth program* ^C 

(U) JACK STACHEL posed the question of how they 

could bring forth the Party in Harlem, He felt there 
should be some concentration in regards to "The Worker" 
which should begin by having assignments of people to 
get stories about Harlem and have the midweek issue of "The 
Worker" become almost an organ of Harlem. He recommended 
that 1,QQ0 ^copies of the midweek issue be distributed free 
each week . <§C 

(U) Continuing, STACHEL proposed as an objective 

of January, 1964, the organization of two schools in 
Harlem; have a class on Negro history and one on the 
American Revolution, where they could deal with economics 
and Marxism. ^£h 

(U) BEN DAVIS said he had agreed to help wi£h the 

work in Harlem if he "would be on top of a club." 7^ 

(U) The meeting was closed by ROBERT THOMPSON stating 

there would be a full discussion regarding the proposals 
suggested. He said he felt there is a need to set up 
leadership for Harlem* ^e*^ 






(U) Cm T-5 ^~L y 
\ November 11, 19631V 
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At a meeting of tH^Mw^York District CP 
Board held November 18, 1963 , at 85 East Hth Street, New 
York City, WILLIAM L. PATTERSON discussed the Negro 
question , with particular emphasis on Harlem.^, 

PATTERSON'S report was a review of the social 
and living conditions in the Harlem area, which he dh* 
scribed as a mass Negro ghetto* lie made an appeal fctfr a 
renewal of Communist Party work and activity in the 
TMrlem area. PATTERSON proposed there be a" conference 
6£ the Harlem Party in the near future to decide what 
can be doneAre gar ding the renewal of Party activity in 
that area, p* 

(U) ^ T _^ 

Wovember 21, 1963 

A meeting of the Kings County CP School 
Commission was held in Brooklyn, New York, or. December 
6, 1963, The agenda included a report from all 
of the areas in Brooklyn, which were represented, on the 
current integration situation in public schools, as well 
as the selection of a temporary executive committee of the 
Kings County CP School Commission »^^ 




3 



this meeting,, t _ ^ 

as members of a temporary Executive Committee 



]appointed[ 



]and 



he 

b7C 



of the Kings County CP School Commission and directed them 
to draft a letter and to send it to all CP clubs in 
Brooklyn, informing them of school commission meetings 
and requesting each club to send representatives to future 

mee tings, ^x 

(U) (ny T-35 ^7 V y 
[December 12, 1963J^; 

(U) The New York District Staff met on January 7, 1964, 

at New York District CP Headquarters, at which the question /of 
the school boycott in New York City was discussed briefly ^%>^ 

(U) ROBERT THOMPSON felt the CP's role in the 

situation should be one of unifying and strengthening 
the leadership in the movement. He recommended an article 
or an editorial be printed in "The Worker" regarding the 
school boycott. THOMPSON said one can call the school situation 
a boycott, strike or anything else but it is an effective form 

~ 10i| 
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of involving the masses in 



THOMPSON related the CP would fight to the 
last ditch tc prevent the destruction of the public school 
system in the United States. He said the Party's position 
is that if it is the most militant fighter against segrega- 
tion, it is because it is the only way to improve the school 
system, make it more democratic and serve better the 
interests of democracy #^x^ 

JAMES TOFMEY stated the CP f s primary effort has 
to be to strengthen the boycott movement from two 
points of view, one, because of the inherent importance 



of it ? and two, to strengthen 

hand in any future negotiations. He was 

they should call a conference of the top 

civil right? 

approach ♦^^ 

(U) <— 



of the opxnxon 
forces in the 
movement in order to work out c uniform 



] 



\NY T-5 

\january 7, 



isej^ 




At a meeting the New York District Staff held v ■ 
on January 9, 1964, at New York District CP Headquarters, 
WILLIAM L. PATTERSON briefly spoke regarding the school 
situation. He said the time table method is> the weapon that 
must be used against "tokenism". Further, the CP was going to 
introduce its urogram with the idea that it will strengthen 
creative ideas" in the minds of others. Continuing, PATTERSON 
remarked the CP has to bring to the Negro the feeling that 
even if the Negroes are not embracing it organically, it is the 
Party which is strengthening their morale,^ 



be 
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\ January 9, 196 **)>^ 



At 



a tt^-Htip rvp rv Pwss r>j rotors in New York 

City on January 9, 1964, | | who is in charge of 

the Press Directors in Manhattan, discussed an article on 
school integration which appeared in "The Worker" for January 
7, 1964. This article is entitled, "A Plan to Achiever^ 



be 

b7C 
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(U) 



(U) 




(U) r^y T-ll 



^ 



situation in iiarlem. This report included a summary of 
what was happening in the rent strikes in Harlem and the 
slowness with which the city is moving against the slum 
landlords.. ~5^ 



tenant hearing on January 23, 1964, at City Hall. She 
mentioned "they" are having more difficulty with the Puerto 
Ricans on the lower east side following through on the rent 
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(U) % s 

Integration in Our Schools- and Eliminate Ghetto Standards 

in Education" , presented as a public serv ice by the New 

York Stare District of the CP. I "I said the Press ^ hi 

Directors in attendance should take 500 copies of this issue 

of "The Worker" to their clubs and that the club members 

should distribute them, without charge, at various locations 

in the city. She also stated the Press Directors who were not 

present should obtain copies of the paper and follow the 

same procedure . *jL^ 

( U ) CmY T-82 ' \^j 
(January 15, 1963) <pS^ 

( u ) On January 12, 1964, a new organization known 

as the Harlem Freedomways Forum, met at the ADAM CLAYTON POWELL 
Center, 144 West 138th Street, Hew York, New York. The idea 
of th:<s organization v*as approved by the Harlem Communist 
Party about two years ago, At a meeting of the ilth A.D. 
Club of the CP on January 17, 1964, members were urged to 
attend the meeting of the Forum on January 19, 1964. The , 
members were told this new organization was, on the surface, 
a community group and that they should not espouse CP doctrine. 
They were also told the CP would use the Freedomways Forum 
to recruit new members and that the CP must retain control 
of the Forum. >ji^ 



\January 20, 196 

The New York District CP Board met on January 
20, 1964, at the Hotel Woodstock, 127 West 43rd Street, 
New York City.j*< 

be 
presented a report on the rent b?c 



he 



| mentioned there was to be a landlord- b?c 



(U) 



• 
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strike than ''they 1 * did with the$##groes in Harlem, 
The reason for this is that when the Negroes were told 
to refuse to pay their rent, they did so; however, the 
Puerto Ricans were afraid to do this and only after 
persuasion has some headway been made. The Puerto Rican 
people have been persuaded that when they receive an 
eviction or rent notification to bring it to the Lower 
East Side Council and they receive instructions from them 
on what to do in regard to withholding the rent from the 
landlord* b^ 

^ 9? T~4 ~~\ / 
{January 24, 196^^ 

(U) The CP of the Harlem Region held an All Harlem 

Conference on January 26, 1984, in Mew York City* WILLIAM 
L. PATTERSON reported to the Conference that the CP must take 
part in the mass movements on Civil Rights issues in Harlem, 
the CP must be in the forefront in Labor struggles for 
better jobs for Negroes, and the upgrading of "Negroes .^k 

(U) <Tny T-10 "~\ 

Wanuary 27, 136^1)^ 

(U) ^ At a Kings County CP Conference held on February 

9, 196 H, it was stated that the Kings County organisation has 
achieved a good record in the school integration and school 
boycott movements « It was emphasised that Communists should 
play a larger role in these movements and identify themselves 
with the integration movement. >2\ 



(U) [my T-17 



6^>C 



I February 10, 1964 

(U) The New York District CP Committee met on 

February 8, 196U, at the Hotel Woodstock, 127 West 43rd 
Street, New York City, at which, BOB THOMPSON presented a 
report on the school boycott, ^fe^ 

(U) THOMPSON stated the boycott of the New York City 

schools brought unity for the first time between the 
Negro and Puerto Rican people. He said the Party would 
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(U) have to study the results of « tle^Doycott and come out with 
a program for future action. He said New York labor 
organizations and leadership did not give much support to 
the boycott but realized later they had made a mistake. 
THOMPSON related the liberal forces in New York City 
were now afraid they had lost control and influence in 
the movement because the boycott brought out new 
leadership ^C 

(U) Qy T-178 *~A V 
(February 13, l 9 ^^v 

On February 9, 1964, a Kings County CP Conference 
was held at the Bensonh'urst Fraternal Cen ter, 2018 88th be 

Street, Brooklyn, New York, I t I gave the major b7c 

report at this conference. He said that the Party should 
work efficiently in mass organisations c He said that the 
' ' • Party plays an important role in the Negro struggle and 

pointed out that the school desegregation is a must. He^ ^ 
said it is necessary for the Negro and more so for the Whites. 
He stated that the Whites gain more by desegregation than the 
Negroes do.b£ 

( U ) \3? T-12 \ v 
[February 10, 19 6 k\/^ 

(U) The New York District Staff mot on February 17, 

196i*, at New York District CF Headquarters, New York City. 
The sole item under consideration was school boycott 
activity in New York City.^sC 

WILLIAM L. PATTERSON stated the Puerto Rican 
(U) committee has withdrawn from the City Wide Committee 
for Integrated Schools as a whole. He asserted the 
split in the City Wide Committee has been skillfully 
used by the opposition. PATTERSON remarked he felt the 
CP shouldydo everything it could do to support the school 
boycott j^s^ 



(U) 



PATTERSON expressed the opinion the top leadership 
of the National Association for the Advancement of Colored 
People (NAACP) is worried about its prestige and about the 
fact the possibilities are very good that a democratic 
movement in the streets may develop as a result of what has 
happened around the school boycott activity in New YorkT^ 
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(U) BILL ALBERTSON noted the NAACP had withdrawn t 

from the Citv Wide Committee and there was a mass upheaval in 
the local NAACP. He said he felt the Party should find 
out what happened that enabled the national NAACP leadership 
to whip the local NAACP leadership into line even though the 
local NAACP rank and file were opposed. % 

(U y ALBERTSON described the split in the City Wide 

1 J Committee as a weakening of the whole movement . He said 
the white anti-integration forces are now organized on a 
city-wide basis. ALBERTSON related some white forces- who 
supported the last school boycott have qualms about the matter 
of bussing children out of neighborhood areas. He further 
declared anotiierfiactor to keep in ndnd is that the School 
Board is split. ^&. 

(U) BETTY GAKMETT TORMEY expressed the opinion that, 

with the mounting opposition of the anti-integration 
forces, a second boycott could be less effective than the 
first, hi^ 

BOB THOMPSON noted the NAACP, the Urban 
League and the Puerto Ricans have not stated they would 
support a second boycott. He said the C? has to make an 
estimate of whether" the militancy of the Negro and Puerto 
Rican masses is such that they would support a second 
boycott without a unified leadership. He said the Party 
concludes a second boycott would not be feasible and that 
it should do all it can to work with the interested, 
groups in whatever line is considered appropriate^^ 

WILLIAM L. PATTERSON commented the boycott is 
a major tactical weapon and should be regarded as such. 
He said he did not think failure of a second # boycott 
would cause irreparable damage, only if carried through, 
it would still be of great value. 

BILL ALBERTSON said consideration must be 
given to what action will be most effective in bringing 
victory to the school integration- movement ^ and he was 
not sure a second boycott would be effective. With 
regard to civil rights organizations involved in the 
integration issue, ALBERTSON commented he has encountered 
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( u ) a, wide feeling that the NAACP leadership cannot be the 
leadership, and that a new leadership is needed. 



(U) 



(U)- 



(U) 



(U) 




(U) W T-5 

JFebruary 17 



, 196 4i$*C 



At a Peace Club, Kings County CP meeting, 
on February 17, 196 **, it was stated that the CPmust move 
along with integration movement, because this gives 
the Party a good opportunity to make its members known to the 
Negro community. y£^ 

(U) TjTY T-75 

^February 27, 196 



>6^)( 



17, 



pq 



54, 



New York City.^Sp^ 



The New York District CP Board met on February 
at the Hotel Woodstock, 127 West U3rd Street, 



BILL ALBERTS GM presented a report on the 
recent hrwm-H- nf Maw York Citv schools. ALBERTSON 
said the I 1 is becoming a 

national leader; however, organizations like the NAACP 
want to keep their own image before the people and, 
therefor,e^-^-Q_a_npwer struggle, they are attempting 



b6 
b7C 



to keep 



from the limelight. ALL'f;?.TS0N 



said the 
in 



civil rights, movement is hurt by these actions and, i 
fact, is weakened instead of being strengthened.^ 

ALBERTSON went on to state that another similar 
boycott should be acted upon immediately and it would 
be" important if the impact of this boycott be felt 
throughout the whole city. Pressure should be put on the 
Mayor inasmuch as his comments to date have been very 
weak. ALBERTSON stated the CP's responsibility is to 
work and build up the second boycott to guarantee its 
success, ^c 



(U) (Iff T-4 

\ February 19, 1964 



<3*K 
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( u ) An executive cc^l^fclJJ Silting of the Nationalities 

Club of the CP was held on February 2^, 196H, at 5W) East 
84th Street, Hew York City.^&> 

(U) At this meeting it was stated that a flyer was 

being printed which involved the $1^50 minimum wage 
law and was to be distributed by members of the Nationalities 
Club, It was stated the City of New York has enacted 
this minimum wage law; however, the State of New York has 
not done so* This flyer will concern a threefold 
appeal to be made to the public concerning the $1,50 
minimum wage law, civil rights and school integration 
in New York City, The flyer is to be distributed at 
various locations in New York City and will urge the 
recipient to attend a demonstration to be held in 
Albany, New York, on March 10, 1964, to lobby for these 



itemr ,4^ 



(U) <TnY 7-82 



1 February 25, 196 






>64j &^ 



(U) At a meeting of the New York District CP Board 

held February 2H, 1964, at the Hotel Woodstock, 127 West 
H3rd Street, New York City, the situation surrounding school 
integration in New York City was discussed^ 

(U) BOB THOMPSON reviewed this situation noting 

some progress has been made but there was still a long 
fight ahead ♦ He said the organizations opx^osing the school 
integration plans are well organized and are utilizing all 
of their talents to defeat the civil rights groups .^7 

(U) THOMPSON stated there were two demonstrations 

planned by the civil rights groups on March 12, 196 U, 
one to City Hall and one to the Board of Education, He/ 
said these demonstrations must be supported by the CP» ^S. 

(U) THOMPSON also stated a March on Albany was 

scheduled for March 10, 196**, by tenants groups and this 
also should be supported by the CP* He related the CP 
can help to carry out ideas in the eivil rights protest and£^ 



- Ill ~ 
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(U) 




further the understandability of integration to a higher 
level .j3^ 

(U) fwy T-4 """\ . 

\February 26, 1964J X 

(U) The New York District CP Board met on March 2, 

1964, at- the JHotel Woodstock, 127 West 43rd Street, New 
York City.fc^ 

(U) BOB THOMPSON gave a brief x^eport on school 

integration, which was a rsview of what has happened in 
New York City during the past two months. Ke said the march 
on the Board of Education the previous day had been very 
successful. THOMPSON contended, however, the labor 
movement had not done a good job in the city wide civil 
rights movement and the CP should try to do something to 
remedy this situation .J^^ 

(U) CSr T-4 -] ^ 
march 5, 1964^ T\ 

The New York District CP Board met on March 16, 
1964, at the Hotel Woodstock, 127 West 43rd Street, New 
York City.^x^ 

(U) MIKE DAVIDOW gave a report on civil rights which 

was generally a review of what has been going on in New York . 
City in regard to school integration and the school boycott.^! 

DAVIDOW stated he felt the feeling of the 
people at the present time regarding school integration is 
very good. Ke said he felt that at the recent school boycott, 
BEN DAVIS could have gotten on the platform and spoken 
of the ideas/ in regard to school integration put forth 
by the CP. ^ 



(U) 



(U) 



^ ' CUYT-5 



!64^ 



\March 21, 196 

(U) On March 25, 1964, a meeting of the Nationalities 

Club of the CP was held at 1924 Second Avenue, New York City. 
The Chairman of the meeting stated that, according to the 
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County officials of the Party, the second school boycott 
in Mew York City was not a fizzle or failure »^1 



^ (NY T~82 *~\J 
\_March 26, 196UJ/^ 

The New York District CP Staff met on April 13, 
1964, at New York District CP Headquarters, 23 West 26th 
Street, New York City, The main topics of discussion were the 
situation in the schools and civil rights generally *^> 

(U) HIKE DAVIDOW stated the opinion and position of 

■the CP, with regard to civil rights, should be set out in a 
series of articles in "The Worker"* He said the Party should 
make its position clear as well as to point out the need for 
unity within the civil rights movement.^ 

(U) BILL ALBERTSON felt some of the public officials 

should be sharply criticized in that public officials have a 
responsibility to mobilize the white people for democracy* 
The public officials he referred to were" President JOHNSON, 
Governor ROCKEFELLER of Mew York and Mayor WAGNER of New 
York City* He said the importance of white participation in the 
Negro struggle must be emphasized, the main point being the 
emphasis of unity within the Negro movement In order to have 
victory*^ 

I stated that while the tactics being 



.b7C 

taken by the Brooklyn chapter of the Congress on Racial 
Equality (cpRE) are understandable, tactically, they are a 
mistake .j£C 



(U) JAMES TORMEY stated essentially the line "The 

Worker" is taking is correct* He said the Party* s position 
has to be motivated to achieve the greatest possible unity 
within the Negro peoples movement. He said each period will 
bring out a new type of tactic and the tactics of the 
present and the future are going to be far more, militant 
than what has been achieved up to this point. >sL 

(U) BOB THOMPSON stated the attitude set forth is 

basically correct but the Party has to do better than it has 
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be^fx doing in putting forth the argument especially 
leveled at the white population. He said on the question of 
tactics * the Party must" have a position, not a position of 
sitting in judgment on tactic, but "we" have to dr*av) |foe 
dividing line* He said "our dividing line is the qu&fetion, 
of individual terrorism and actions that make for that*"£l 



i ( stated the big problem involved 

is that most" o£~ the white population is getting a one-sided 
approach to this situation. He felt the trade union movement 
could play a vital role in educating the trade union people 
on the question of integration. f ' 




(U) 1 NY T-^5 

April 13, 196 



96H\A 



(U) The Hew York District CP Committee met on 

April 11, 1964, at the Hotel Woodstock, 127 West 43rd 
Strest, New York City.X^ 



MIKE DAVIDOW stated that not since the 1930s 
has there been such a surge on the civil rights and anti- 
poverty fronts, Ke said people in the large cities were 
ready to move and it was hard to hold them hack. DAVIDOW 
stated the CP should take up the fight on poverty and give 
it leadership.^ 

WILLIAM L* PATTERSON said the CP should work 
within all of the movements and would have to figure a way 
out to advance its own program, and to let the people know 
what the Party was doing in these fights. He said the 
people would force a program on the Negro and labor 
leadership 0&* 






(U) 



p57~~T-101 " \ 
April 14, 196tjjg( 



(U) The New York District CP School Commission 

met on April 23, 1964, at 1909 Amsterdam Avenue, New York 
City. The, agenda for this meeting was composed of two 
points : ^k. 



he 

hlC 
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( U ) 1. An analysis of the Movement fon school 



&' 



An analysis or the movement xan s 
integration in New York CityN^ 



(U) 2. A plan for a CP statement on the whole 

school integration movement. This statement 
will be issued over the signature of .an 
official of the New York District CP XJbmndttfee / 
rather than someone on the School Commission iW 



( U ) fcTY T-36 



36jy ^X 



kpril 27, 196 

At a Peace Club, Kings County CP meeting, on 
April 27, 1964, the Club Chairman stated that the CP has 
been active and will continue to be active in all integration 
movements because the Party must make it known that it is 
taking an active role in this struggle.^ 



(U) fl?Y T-75 

\ April 23, 196 



36u| Ik 



(U) The New York District CP Board met on April 

27, 196^, at the Hotel Woodstock, 127 West H3rd Street, New 
York City/ This meeting was devoted to a report on civil 
rights . ^S»^ 

(U) WILLIAM L. PATTERSON reported on a meeting 

of a subcommittee of the National Negro Commission which took 
place, on April 25, 196 4» He said the main topic of the April 
25th' meeting was the National Association for the Advancement 
of Colored People (NAACP) . PATTERSON said it was reported 
a few comrades were frustrated with the NAACP and were ready 
to pull out of the NAACP ."^ 

(U) PATTERSON stated it appears now that new groups 

would be formed to carry on the many fronts necessary for a 
civil rights struggle but there is needed a unity of forces 
to present a united front of action. The new groups also 
will bring in new courses for action to advance the struggle. 
PATTERSON mentioned the stall-ins at the Mew. York World's 
Fair as one of the new courses of action v^\ 
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(U) 



(U) 



(U) 



(U) 



(U) 




PATTERSON went b1T%T state the struggle will 
continue and mentioned labor offers no unity of action for the 
Negro and the tempo and depth of the struggle must continue. 
The failure of the stall-ins on roads leading to the 
World's Fair was mentioned and it was stated a lack of 
organization was to blame but the action still kept cars off 
the road.^. 

One proposal mentioned during the meeting was 
that support should be given to a World T s Fair picket who 
received a year*s sentence to jail after being arrested as 
a picket at the Fair* It was proposed the CF do something 
to show its support and to rally support to this man, but 
generally -tfaerewas a feeling of not knowing what to do to 
help him. ^C 

WILLIAM L. PATTERSON stated that only the -counties 
of Brooklyn and the Bronx have asked or wanted him to speak 
on civil rights. He believes it is necessary for all people 
to have a better understanding of the civil rights i^sue 
and to start thinking of remedies for the situation J%\ 



(U) 



NY T-tf 






April 28, 1964j^f>- 



On April 25, 196*f, a meeting cf the New York 
District Negro Commission was held at Bermuda Hall, 402 West 
146th Street, New York* A mnncr tho.dg who ^ t-t^nded this meeting 



.wftrft WIT J, J AM I 

and 



unaxrman 



PATTF*?snw 



I 



who acted as 

WILLIAM PATTERSON acted as 



be 

b7C 



of the meeting and he discussed a National Negro 
Commission meeting which had been held in Chicago the previous 
month. V ■ 

At this meeting, there was a discussion concerning 
the N ew York Chante r of the Negro American Labor Council (NALC) 



reporting on a recent election in that 



with i__w_ 
chapter, fc^ 

from the conversation at the meeting, it appeared 
that WILLIAM PATTERSON will be the Chairman of the New York 
District Negro Commission. 
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The source furnS^^g^^PShof a memo issued by 
the Negro Commission of the WW district CP u To All 
Clubs" , concerning "Du Bois Youth Club/ 1 This memo states 
as follows: 




(U) «i # The fame and contributions of Dr. William 
Edward Burghardt Du Bois in the world fight against 
colonialism and racism will live in the minds of men 
forever • They will, in fact, grow with the years .J^ 



(U) 



"2,, It is, however, our responsibility as Americans 
to extend and deepen that growth within our country ♦ 
That cannot help but be a force quickening the tempo of 
the fight for equality of jp/Lghts and opportunities and 
also the fight for peace 






(U) n 3. Du Bois was a great Negro, an equally great 
American and a very great human being His greatness 
in these categories was strengthened by his quest for 
objective truth that brought him to Communism • He was 
a great Communist .^b^ 

(U) "t^ Kis name will be honored in many ways, but 
none more important politically, culturally and 
organizationally than through a nationwide organization 
of youth clubs among masses, in schools and colleges, 
as in 3.abor, churches, social clubs - everywhere.^ 

(U) »5* The study of the life of Du Bois can be of 
inestimable value to Negro-youth and American youth of all 
ethnic and social groups .^p^ 

(U) " 6 * TJie P ro § ranl wi 3 - 1 *>e enriched by his books 7§L. 



n 7. Above all else* this study can only lead 
toward peace and freedom. <5>^ 

(U) "8. Du Bois clubs can be conveyor belts to the 
most far-sighted and scientifically directed political 
bodies* ^y 
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(U) "9. with steady rise of the* Civil Rights 
Revolutionary struggles, the formation of Du Bois 
Clubs can becaome a matter of far-reaching 
significance «"o£ 

^ CnY T-90 "^\ 

\May 6, 1964^ ^ 

( u ) A meeting of the New York District CP Board was 

held on May 4, 1864, at £he Hotel Woodstock, 127 West 43rd 
Street, New York City.^ 

(U) JAMES TCRMEY presented a short and disappointing 

report on the civil rights struggle. This report covered mainly 
the events which have taken place in New York City for the 
past several months .£j/ 

(U) TORMEY mentioned there would be civil rights 

rallies held on May 17 and 13, 1964. He stated the May 17 
rally would take place in different boroughs of the city 
and would primarily be of the nature of people gettjjig, together 
to discuss what is going on and what should be done .^2^ 

(U) TORMEY related the May 18 rally would be a 

combined effort of CORE and the NAACP matching on City Hall 
and then the Board of Education protesting for integration 
in New York City schools. TORMEY said the CP should support 
the May 18 rally, but the District Board failed to act on any 
plans as to what the Party should do./\ 

(U) TORMEY further stated CP members and their friends 

should protest the treatment given to three Puerto Ricans 
and one Negro plumber by Local 2 of the Plumbers Union^fes^ 

( u ) (~NY T-4 ~^7 V y 
\May 8, 196M Jt££ 

(U) On May 11, 1964, a meeting of the New York State 

Staff and invited guests of the CP, USA was held in CP Head- 
quarters, New York City. During the meeting, JAMES ALLEN, 
reported on CP publications.^^ 
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( u ) ALLEM said that the CP literature should be better 

geared to the times. In this connection, he said more must be 
written about civil rights demonstrations. ALLEN said 
that direct sales of their literature must be developed not 
only to CP clubs and club members, but to civil rights 
organizations in order to let them know the type of civil 
rights literature available. ALLEN remarked, "We have heard 
from several Negro organizations for our book and publications 
lists." He added, ,r We have had requests from several CORE 
groups for our book lists* We must pursue this. !t ^S^ 

(U) \HY T~5 

[May 11, 196) 



5^ 




(U) At a Peace Club, Kings County CP meeting on 

May 13. j 195^, it was stated by a CP leader that the growth 
of the Party or its failure to grow will hinge directly 
on the unity that the Party develops among civil rights 
forces and their leaders, the unity between Negro and white, 
and the unity between the/Negro civil rights organisation 
and the labor movement, y^ 

( U ) fijY T-12 
\May 20, 

(U) A meeting of the Peace Club* Kings County CP, 

was held on May 19, 1S6H, at 2 HO Crown Street, Brooklyn, New 
York, with WILLIAM L. PATTERSON as the main speaker.^, 

(U) PATTERSON spoke on the school integration 

demonstrations which had" been held on May 18, 195H, at City Hall 
and the Board of Education* He stated a liberal estimate of the 
crowd which took part in these demonstrations was 7,000 people; 
however, these demonstrations could not exactly be called a 
success because BAYARD RUSTIN, who organized the demonstrations, 
publicly had predicted a crowd of 15,000 would demonstrate. 
PATTERSON stated it was a mistake for RUSTIN to predict the 
size of the crowd because when that number failed to 
materialize, the press was given the opportunity to term 
the demonstration a failure. X/ 
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(U) 



if the [ 



PATTERSON stated mo re people would have participated 

1 *nrC.TCSST! ffRAV hart cooperated 

J and GRAY 



with RUSTIN. PATTERSON stated 

failed to cooperate because they had not been included in the 
earlv orga nizational plans for the demonstrations and because 

I was not to be given an opportunity to speak or to 
take a lea ding role in the dem onstrations. According to 
PATTERSON J ~l was requested by RUSTIM on May 

15, 196 4, to mobilize his people for the demonstrations but 
when he was advised of his minor role, he stated he would not 
mobilize his backers. PATTERSON stated GRAY also had tfeen*' 
requested by RUSTiN to organize his group for the demonstrations, 
but he told RUSTIN to "go to hell.^ 



he 

b7C 



(U) 



on May 



PATTERSON stated he hafl annfran to 

18, 196tt, at which time J | stated xnax ir ne 



had bean spoken to by RUSTIN before RUSTIM ? s press conference 
on *;:he demonstrations* he w ould have cooperated* PATTERSON 
advised [ I to leave personalities out of 

politics because unity and cooperation are of the utmost. 
importance at this time among Negro leaders and between 
Negroes and Whites. PATTERSON stated he attempted to get 

]to cooperate and not to try to run the 



b6 
b7C 



integration show by himself .^9^ 



(U); PATTERSON stated 

and likes the "spotlight", that he is not a 



I is power happy 
Jomraunist but he 



is a man the Partv can reach because 



"we" 



can sit down wit: 



him and ta lk over ideas ♦ According to PATTERSON. 
I I will take support from anywhere he can 



it down with 

«» i " " 77 

n eerrrsr 



*: 



(U) 



PATTERSON stated 



is important 



bo 
b7C 



he 

b7C 



because he has the power to mobilize a quarter of a million 
people, "fc^ 

( U ) fNY T-75 



?\X 



(U) 



\May 22, 196 

At a meeting of the Mew York District CP Staff held 
on June 1, 196 •*, at New York District CP Headquarters, New York 
City, WILLIAM L. PATTERSON spoke briefly with regard to the 
racial situation in the Crown Heights Section of Brooklyn, 
PATTERSON was of the opinion the Party should issue some kind 
of statement regarding this situation. gC- 



- 120 - . 





NY 100-153735 

(U) BOB THOMPSON expressed the opinion the draft 

should be approached from the standpoint of the need for 
federal and state intervention, possible training and the 
like . 72s^ 



(U) \NY T-5 

\June 1, 196 



^ 



(U) The New York District CP Commission on Schools 

met in New York City on May 28, 1964, The discussion 
at this meeting consisted of what was happening in each 
borough on the school integration fight, iha discussion 
not necessarily limited to CP activity ^T 



(U) [NY T~36 

June 9, 196 



f^C 



(U) On June 14, 1364, a meeting of the Hew York District 

CP Tr-ade Union Commission was held in New Y< rk City* The 
;nain report was given by ROBERT THOMPSON on the subject of \J 
- civil rights who* in this report <> made the following observations:^ 

(U) The most important recent development is the 

growth of old line civil rights groups such as the NAACP, in 
addition to the growth of new organizations such as CORE and 
the Student Non-Violent Co-ordinating Committee, The basic 
question of the Negro revolution must be found and is, in fact, 
contained within the social, political and educational affairs 
of the country today* Jim Crow must be ended in the United 
States* The current Negro revolution has changed the outlook of 
the political situation in this country, especially in the South . 
There will be a change of political power if the Civil Rights 
bill is passed and the Negro given the right to vote in the 
South because a breakthrough of liberal forces will be made 
in both the southern Senate representatives and Congressional 
representatives ^&£ 

(U) The civil rights struggle should be tied in with 

other problems. The peace movement and* cold war policies should 
be brought into focus along with the civil rights issue and 
the drive of capitalism against labor should also be pointed 
out* These two issues, along with the civil rights issue, 
should be bound together and a strong presentation made to the 
American people* 
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If labor would plaMf4t%7piT"force behind the 
civil right's issue 5 the future would *bfe ^g&eat deal brighter 
and easier for those taking part.^feC 

The Parent and Taxpayers Association in the New 
York area has grown to be one of the largest anti-liberal 
reactionary organisations in New York, This organization 
is anti-Negro and is causing a great deal of concern to 
liberal groups* Something must be done to combat this 
menace . Jg^L 

The following are the issues involved in the 
civil rights struggle: 

1. Equality for the American Negro, 



2. Breakup of the reactionary coalition 
comprised of the southern Dixie crats 
and conservative Republicans, 

3. Elimination of the form of state structure 

*. Elimination of wage differences between th 
Worth and South, 



.x- 



5. The possibility of democratic form and chaige 
of power structure, \ 

\June 18, 1964^ &f 

On June 29, 196**, a CP Club meeting was held at 65 
Second Avenue, New York City, There were approximately ten 
individuals in attendance. A night letter was sent to President 
JOHNSON from a group of his friends from the East Side over 
the name and address of one of those present at this meeting. 
This letter urged that forces be sent to Mississippi to assure 
protection to the Civil Rights workers, ^C 



(u) (NY T-33 ^1 

K } \ July 2, 196 HI 

l-32 \"^ 

r 2, 1964 J \ 



MY T- 
July 
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(U) At a meeting of the Trade Union Commission, 

NYD, CP 5 USA, held in New York City on July 26, 196*, JIM 
TORMEY delivered the major report* jL 

r\j) Concerning the riots in New York City during 

v J July, TORMEY stated that the Police Commissioner of New York 
City is wrong when he states the riots are nota result 
of a social problem but are a criminal problem *X. 

(U) He declared that the job of the CP is to get 

the civil rights struggle out of Harlem and into the white 
communities and the labor movement to lessen tensions in 
Harlem, He stated it would be an error for civil rights 
groups and labor to lessen demands until after the national 
elections. The only answer, according to TORMEY, is a 
militant push ^bw civil rights groups and labor for 
their demands .^B^ 

(U) fj$ T _ 12 ~~\ j % 

[July 31, 196*] }»\" y 

(U) At a meeting of the District Board, NYD, CP, USA, 

held in New York City on July 27, 196H, a report was given 
by ROBERT THOMPSON during which he stated that the Party would 
not and does not work with the extremist groups such as 
PLM and the Nationalists, but would work with groups such as 
CORE, NALC and the NAACP*^ 

( u ) \m T~4 

Tuly 28, 196*A 



196^^^ 



(U) At a meeting of the West Bronx Club of the Bronx 

County, New York CP organization held on August 18, 196 *f, in 
New York City, a report was delivered on the Negro 
"revolution" in the United States ♦^f 



(U) The report was given by | |who stated 

that the only way in which the priviledged status of the ruling 
class in the United States could be affected would be through 
political change., In this connection, he stated that this 
so-called priviledged ruling class has, not as yet been affected 
by racial disorders or disturbances «^C 



he 

hlC 
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(U) Concerning the Negr^^rev^iution", 

stated that in the true Marxist sense , this movement 
could not be classified as a revolution. &C 

(U) C^y T~9 

\ August 31, 196 * ] 




On August 12, 1964, a joint meeting of the Tremont 
Club and the NAT RICHMAN Club of the Bronx CP was he!4 frt the 

Bronx Cultural Center, 868 East 180th Street. | | 

spoke at this meeting. In view of the Civil Rights struggle, 
BEN said that it has been a hot summer so far but there is no 
guarantee that it will not be a hotter one in the coming 
months ahead if >§ome of the problems facing our country are 
not solved soon* ;£^ 

I speaking in regard to the Civil Rights 
demonstrations , rioting and recent uprisings in the Negro 
communities of Harlem, Bedford- Stuyvesant, Rochester, 
Elizabeth and Paterson, called them justified. He added 
that this is not the last of these uprisings and ^ unless the 
needs of the Negro around jobs, housing, ciy^l rights are 
met then more of the same can be expected 



cxvil 



mentioned that 



of 



Progressive Labor Movement was arre sted during one of the 
demonstrations and that h e J I claimed to be a Communist. 
BEN mentioned that [ ' * " ~ 



been expelled from the Party .^fe^ 

(U) 



is no longer a Communist since he had 



tfJY T-8 
aagust 21, 



19 



6tjK 



On September 2, 1964, a meeting of the West Side 
Sec tion of the New Yoz»k City CP was held, and it was announced 
by I I that the pro-integration group EQUAL 

would hold a meeting on September 9, 1964, at the Westend 
Collegiate Church on West 77th Street, New York City, to discuss 
the proposed school boycott by the Parents and Taxpayers group. 
She urged all club members to attend this meeting. V 



be 

b7C 



be 

b7C 



be 

b7C 



be 

b7C 



b6 
b7C 
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Jeptember 10, 196 



mK 
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3. Plans As Revealed In Party Publications 

"The Worker", March 10, 1963, Page 2, Column 2, 
contains an article "Benjamin Davis' Negro Unity Plan 
Greeted at Forums in Los Angeles" in which it is stated 
that four speakers, including DAVIS, "a spokesman for the 
CP", addressed two successive meetings held in Los Angeles 
over the week end of Washington's Birthday. The article 
described the other speakers as TERRY FRANCOIS, a former 
president of the San Francisco Chapter of the NAACP, JOHN 
SHABAZZ, a Minister of the Los Angeles Muslims and the West 
Coast spokesman for ELIJAH MUHAMMAD and F. DANIEL GRAY, a 
First Vice-President of the Los Angeles Chapter of CORE, 
The article states that the four speakers agreed that a 
national unity conference of all Negro organizations was 
necessary in the fight for civil rights. 

The article continues that DAVIS, in his 
speech, advocated the convening of every Negro organization 
in the country in a national conference in order to adopt 
a common program. DAVIS stressed the need for unity and 
concluded his speech with a plea that such a united front 
could result in the President issuing a second Emancipation 
Proclamation by January 1, 1964. 

The article attributes the following to DAVIS in 
his emphasis on the need for unity: 

"'We (the Communists) defend the right of the 
Muslims to practice of their religion, their right to 
advocate a separate independent existence for the Negro 
people,' he said. 'Why shouldn't they stand beside us in 
the fight i.j.y against the McCarran Act? There are many paths 
to freedom. ~We say let history decide the best course while 
we unite on what we agree upon instead of letting our 
differences keep us apart.'" 

The article further states that DAVIS' recommendation 
of united mass action won wide support from the audience. 
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"The Worker 11 , March 3; 1963, Page 3. Columns 
2-5, contains a statement of the CP, USA, urging the 
strengthening of the Negro-labor alliance. The 
final paragraphs of this statement were omitted from 
this issue but were printed in "The Worker" issue of 
March 10, 1963, Page 3, Columns 4 and 5. This statement 
is substantially as follows: 

As a result of the successes achieved by 
the Negro people in their struggle for civil rights, 
they now are demanding full citizenship and an end 
to the Jim Crow system and all forms of segregation and 
discrimination. The Negro people will not accept 
policies of tokenism and gradualism. 

The Negro people are becoming more aware that 
their demands and struggles are connected with the 
interests and struggles of all Americans fox* democracy 
and social progress. Negroes, especially Negro 
workers, are coming to realize that they can ashieve 
their objectives only by a common struggle with all 
the people "against the common enemy out of which the 
whole system of Jim Crow today stems - the handful of 
Big Business monopolists". 

There are 6 million Negro working men and 
if million are in trade unions. The Negro people, 
therefore, understand the role of the trade union 
movement and what it has achieved for Negro workers 
as well as its role in the successes achieved by the 
Negro people in civil rights. Negro leadership in the 
labor movement and the Negro people f s movement is 
pressing for the end of all discrimination and 
segregation in the trade unions. 

Negro workers are today suffering more than 
white workers because of automation and unemployment, 
Negro youth especially face a hopeless situation 
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as to employment. The big corporations are responsible 
for this condition of Negro workers and Negro youth 
and it is these corporations who practice Jim Crow and 
discrimination. The trade unions must fight for 
Jobs and for equal treatment of Negro workers and 
youth . 

A factor in the strained relations between 
the trade union movement and the Negro people's 
movement is that there has been no progress in electing 
Negro leadership beyond local and intermediate levels. 
Because of this, Negro leaders and workers have 
resorted to other means to achieve these rights from 
employee and trade unions such as using existing 
laws and groups like the Labor Relations Board. 

People can fight for and get legislation 
and executive orders that will enforce constitutional 
rights and full citizenship for the Negro people. 
Discrimination in trade unions has aided the passage 
of anti-labor legislation. A joint struggle by 
labor and the Negro people within the trade unions and 
in Congress for equal rights for Negroes can help 
defeat new anti-labor legislation now being proposed,. 

"This is why the CP fully supports proposals 
by the NALC, the NAACP and other Negro people's 
organizations for utilizing every and all measures 
including existing laws to compel all corporations, 
all employers, all institutions, including the trade 
unions to grant full and equal rights to the Negro 
workers* We consider the above policy as a 
principle and guide for all Communists and we hope 
it will become the guide for all trade unionists". 
This is the only way in which to develop an approach 
whose objective is the unity of Negro and white workers 
to bring about equal rights for Negro workers, 
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It is hoped that trade unions will enforce 
equality within unions on their own without resorting 
to government agencies and laws. 

If the struggle against discrimination "is 
conducted always with the understanding that the 
common enemy of all are the Big Business monopolies and' 
that the labor movement with all its weaknesses is 
the most progressive and democratic force uniting 
workers of all colors, creeds and political persuasions,, 
in our land, then the outcome will be the strengthening 
of the labor movement, tho Kegro people's movement and 
the Negro-Labor alliance." 

"The Worker", February 17, 1963, Page 5, 
Column 1, contains an article "Towards True Alliance 
of Negro and Labor" by 030EGE MORRIS. In this article, 
it is stated that the Negro people will no longer 
accept gradualism or tokenism in their strug-sls for 
civil rights but are demanding full and ianaediate % 

equality in all fields of life. This force behind 
the civil rights movement has brought a crisis in the 
Negro-labor alliance which will continue until the trade 
union movement changes its policies as regards its 
Negro members. 

The article conc3.udes that a durable 
Negro-labor alliance is the key issue. "Without a 
higher level of Negro-labor unity there can hardly be 
any thought of a real economic advance for the Negro 
people and the great strength that would add for the 
labor and progressive movement." 

"The Worker", March 24, I963, Page 6, 
Columns 3-7, contains the text of a speech given by 
JAMES JACKSON at the Carnegie Hall celebration of the 
39th Anniversary of "The Worker" on March 10, 1963. 
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This speech includes the f oiro¥k4f^'<|@^ts :% 

Negroes have contributed to the wealth of 
the" country in excess of their proportion to the 
population. However, most Negroes are still denied 
equal rights. They are engaged in militant struggles 
today to secure their rights. Their struggles have been 
effective and victories achieved. 

Conditions exist today for a general victory 
in the struggle for Negro rights. One third of the world 
is on the road to sociaii:*.* The growth of the Soviet 
Union and the socialist world has changed the balance 
of forces to the side of those struggling against 
oppression. The imperialists who perpetuate colonialism 
and the monopolists who maintain the Jim Crow system 
in the United States no longer have the power to control 
the pace of history. 

The tempo of the mass actions of fch- a Negro 
people must be continued. There must be closer 
unity among Negro leaders and it must be recognized 
that anti -Communism is the principal device used 
against this unity. The militancy of the Negro masses 
must be matched by the trade unionists and also by a 
broad group of white people. There must be mass action 
directed to the government demanding that the President 
issue now appropriate Executive Orders to enforce the 
outlawing of discrimination against Negroes in the 
exercise of their rights. These are the things that 
are required. 

The Negro people will combine their struggle 
for civil rights with the struggle to abolish colonialism 
and for friendship with the anti -colonial countries of 
Africa, Asia, Latin America and the socialist world. 
They will stand with those Americans who are joining 
in the struggle for world peace. 
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Big business interests^re^l^i^l attempting 
to secure laws to control and exploit trade unions. 
The system of segregation and discrimination today 
serves only those who are trying to exploit labor 
with new anti -labor laws. In order for the working 
class to be victorious, the trade union movement must 
join the struggle to secure the civil rights of Negroes. 
Securing the rights of Negro people will advance the 
rights of all working people. 

"The Worker" , March 5, 1963, page 2, contains 
an editorial "Bloodshed in Mississippi" in which the 
shooting of a Negro in Mississippi, who is described 
as a leader of the Negro people's struggle to win the 
vote, I* blamed on those who profit from segregation, 
the Southern white ~ supremacists, "the pro -fa cist 
ultra ~ri£ht" and Republican leaders who plot with 
the Southern white -supremacists to gain power* for 
the "right wing". 

The editorial also criticizes the Pi ^1 dent and 
the Attorney General for failure to protect the Negro 
people of Mississippi with the police and military 
power of the government. The KENNEDY Administration 
is accused of "licking the boots of the Southern 

white-supremacists" in order to consolidate '.-heir 
political power. 

The editorial calls for letters to the 
President urging him to use the government's police 
and military power. 

"The Worker", March 31, 1963, Page 3* contains 
an editorial "Send the U.S. Marshals", which calls 
attention to the situation in Mississippi where Negroes 
are attempting to register and vote. It accuses the 
KENNEDY Administration of playing "a cruel hoax" on 
Negro citizens who are attempting to register because 
it has encouraged this campaign but refused protection 
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to them. It calls for "democratic minded Americans 
and especially labor" to appeal to the White House to 
heed>the demands of Negro leaders and protect the Negrp 
'pi£izens in Mississippi from racist terror ♦ 

The Winter, 1963 issue of "Freedomways" which 
is Volume 3, Number 1, is self -described as "A Quarterly 
Review of the Negro Freedom Movement" published by 
Freedomways Associates, Incorporated, 799 Broadway, 
New York City, The editorial calls for the President 
to issue a new proclamation to enforce equal rights 
for Negro Americans. 

This issue contains seven articles, a short 
story, ? poem, a section entitled "Readers 1 Forum" in 
which there are three short articles, a book review 
section* a section listing recent books and a section 
containing information about contributors to this issue* 

"The Worker", April 7, 1963, P a S e c ** r * 
contains an editorial, "Jail The Outlaws of 
Mississippi". IJhis editorial calls for letters and 
telegrams to be sent to the President and 
Attorney General to take action against the 
"Mississippi racist authorities" who, it states, 
are waging a "bloody war" against that state's 
Negro population because they are attempting 
to register as voters. It calls for the President 
to declare a state of national emergency in Mississippi; 
vto send Federal police authorities to enforce the 
rights of the Negro citizens there and for the 
Attorney General to go to Greenwood and deputize 
several hundreds of Negro citizens as Deputy United 
States Marshals to safeguard the lives, liberties 
and property of the people of Mississippi. 
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"The Worker 11 , April 14, 1963, page one, 
contains an editorial praising WALTER REUTHER, 
President of the United Automobile Workers, for 
his appeal for Federal action to protect American 
citizens in Greenwood, Mississippi. It said that such 
an example should he emulated throughout every 
international and local of the labor movement. 
It called for international and local unions to 
send contributions of money to aid the Negro struggle 
in Birmingham, Alabama and Greenwood, Mississippi, and 
to send mass delegations to these states to take part 
in solidarity actions with the Negro people, 

"The Worker," April 28, 1963, page five, 
contains an article "May Day Appeal of C.P. Lists 
People 1 j? Deme.nds" . This article states in part 
that I&Lor should era3C discrimination in its own 
ranks against the Negro people and should Join in 
a united fight to advance the conditions of both. 
It states that labor can advance its own interests only 
by fighting against job discrimination against Negro 
workers and for an end to Jim Crow. 

"The Worker", May 7, 1963* page one, contains 
an editorial "What Are You Doing About Birmingham?", which 
sets out alleged acts of "police barbarism' 1 and states 
that the heroism of Birmingham "evokes the isiage of the 
Warsaw Ghetto Uprising". It states that 80,000 
Negroes of Birmingham are demanding an end to the 
segregation system and full and equal rights of 
American citizens and that they should be supported. 

The editorial calls for action and for demands 
to be made of the President and Department of Justice 
to use Federal police power to restore the Constitution 
and the First Amendment to the people of Birmingham, to 
safeguard the rights of the Negro people and to obtain the 
release from prisons of the "victims of the police outrages". 
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This editorial relates that the situation 
Sails for actions such as: 

1. Sending telegrams to the President 
and Attorney General. 

2. Requiring Congressmen and Senators to 
speak out. 

3. Organizing protest demonstrations in every ■' 
community and sending solidarity delegations 
to Birmlngh!!:!], 

4. Sending money to he.lp the freedom movement 
of WAR-KEN LUTHEa KING. 

5. Having local governments petition the 
President and Congress to intervene in 
Birmingham to secure the righ^; cf its Negro 
citizens. 

This same editorial appeared or page 12 of 
"The Worker", May 12, 1963, as an article by JAMES 
E. JACKSON. 

"The Worker", May 12, 1963, P&gs on?-, contains 
a reprint of a telegram which, it is stated., teas 
sent to the President by GUS HALL. In this telegram, 
HALL states that the President has the responsibility 
to put Into action the full power of the Federal Government 
to establish the righteous demands of the Negro 
people in Alabama. HALL further States that the 
contempt for the Constitution shown by Police 
Commissioner CONNOR must be condemned and halted. 
The President is exhorted to take action now and to 
defeat and arrest the racists. 

"The Worker", May 19, 1963, page one, 
contains an editorial, "A New Charter of Freedom 1 , 
which states that in May of 1963, the Negro people 
of Birmingham are writing a new Emancipation 
Proclamation, a new freedom charter. The victory 
achieved in breaking the segregation barriors in 
Birmingham is the beginning of the final struggle 
for freedom for Negroes in the United States. 
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It is stated that, to complete the victory, 
it is necessary to have unity of Negroes and whites 
in this country and that the labor movement must assume 
the leadership to bring this about . "The unity 
of the American people cannot be achieved except on the 
foundation of Negro freedom. And the American labor 
movement is destined, by its place in society, to be 
the leader in creating this unity." 

"The Worker", June 9> 1963* P&£~ tfcree, 
contains an editorial; "A K:Ime For- Firmness* 5 '' , which 
states that the entire segregation and discrimination 
system must be abolished now. The present struggle 
of tho Hegro people demands freedom now and is a 
chall'W.g-3 to all organizations such as traSe unions, 
churches and schools vo examine themselves and to 
eli^nate all discrimination. 

The editorial continued that eon;.\,r3nces 
such as the one the President called of business- 
men to enlist their cooperation can only s&rve 
as preliminary measures for Federal enforcement 
action. 

The Negro people are awaiting the Presidents 
message to Congress and his recommendation:: on civil 
rights legislation. The key to the coming 
legislative fight will be the pressure sustained by 
the people through actions of their organizations 
and their letters, petitions and delegations to their 
Congressmen and the White House. In addition, 
the continued struggle?- of the Negroes in the South 
require support in the form of public rallies, 
the raising of funds and participation in 
these struggles. There should be also an 
intensification of pressure on the President 
and Attorney General to use the powers of their 
offices to protect the Negro freedom fighters. 

- 1& - 





NY 100-153735 

"The Worker", June 23, 1963*llltge three, 
in an editorial, "In The South", states that in 
many parts of the South white supremacists and police 
are engaged in a "reign of terror" and calls upon 
the President to take over the enforcement of law 
in the Southern states. It states that the weapons 
and police powers of those engaged in the terror 
must be taken away. It also calls for letters 
to be sent to the President urging that he order 
Federal troops and marshals into the South 
to supersede its lawless police. 

A similar editorial appears in "The 
Worker" of June 25, 1963. 

"The Worker", June 23, 1963, page three, 
contains an article by BENJAMIN J. DAVIS. "A United 
Peopled Action Program for Freedom NowJ " In this 
article, DAVIS states that the program presented for 
the destruction of the Jim Crow system in tie United 
States "is based upon a report unanimously adopted at a recent: 
national gathering of Communist leaders". He states 
that the proposals set forth are based upon a 
constitutional path to equal rights which path is 
'possible only through direct, mass, peaceful action 
pursued through the unity of the Negro people and 
their organizations" plus the support of white 
allies beginning with organized labor. 

The proposals of DAVIS* program are as 
follows: 

1. The enforcement of Article 4 of the 
Constitution guaranteeing a republican form of 
government to each state. 

2. In such states as Alabama, Mississippi, 
Georgia and South Carolina, where the governments 
are illegal because of the disenfranchisement 

of its citizens, the governments should be declared 
illegal and free elections held, 
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3. The withholding of Federal funds 
from states which deny Constitutional rights 
to Citizens. 

4. A petition to the Supreme Court to 
set a time limit of January 1, 1964 for compliance 
with its 1954 decision on the desegregation of public 
schools and all subsequent decisions bearing 

on desegregation. 

5* The Federal government should exercise 
the right of eminent domain to eliminate ghettos. 

6. The passage of a Federal FEPC 
applying to private industry calling for the loss 

of licanse of any business practicing segregation or 
discrimination in employment or among its customers, 
and the decertification of any union practicing 
dis crimination. 

7. The President should issue a 
second Emancipation Proclamation with January 1, 
1964 as a deadline. 

DAVIS also states that pressure should be 
brought upon the President to end the terror against 
Negro citizens in the South and if necessary, he 
should federalize the State National Guards. 
in Jackson, Mississippi, the President should 
declare a state of martial law to protect 
the Constitutional rights of Negro citizens. 
In addition, the white citizens councils and 
the Ku Klux Klan should be outlawed. 

The Spring, 1963 issue of "Freedomways", 
which is volume three, number two, is self-described 
as "A Quarterly Review of the Negro Freedom Movement", 
published by Freedomways Associates, Incorporated, 799 Broadway, 
New York City. This issue contains twelve articles, a short 
story, four poems, a book review section, a section listing 
recent books and a section containing information about 
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contributors to this issue. Of the twelve articles, 
three are set forth under the heading of "The 
Assault On Civil Rights" and one of the contributors 
to this symposium is BENJAMIN J. DAVIS who contributed 
an article lf Mc Carran Act and the Negro freedom 
Movement", In the section detailing information 
about, contributors, DAVIS is described as a former 
New York City Councilman from Harlem and as "a leading 
spokesman for the Communist viewpoint". 

"Political Affairs", August, 1963, contains 
an article, "The Time Is How" by BENJAMIN J, DAVIS which is 
identified as being based upon a report discussed and 
adopted at a national meeting of Communist leaders in May, 

This article states in part as follows: 

The Negro freedom movement has entered a new 
stage in that the fight now is against tokenism and 
gradualism, factors which are being used to delay and 
^prevent the full realization of Constitutional rights 
for Negroes, 

The Dixiecrats, the ultra-Right facists 
and the white supremacists are responsible for the 
violence, bloodshed and the explosive situation that 
exists in the country today. 

There is a Constitutional and moral crisis 
in the country which would not exist if the Federal 
power was used to break the resistance of racists and 
reactionary officials. This crisis is aggravated by 
unemployment, with Negroes having the highest percentage 
of unemployed. Because of this crisis, "our country is paying 
the price of the 18-year Cold War. ...which has psychologized the 
American people to the effect that the enemy of the national 
interest was a foreign Communist one, allegedly the 
Soviet Union". 
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The President * s leadership 'has railed to 
identify the real enemy. These are the monopolists, 
the pro-Fascist racists and other reactionary forces. The 
defeat of these pro-fascist reactionaries is the most urgent 
domestic challenge to the welfare of the nation. The 
President should issue a call to the people to defeat them. 
This is the concern of all Americans, not Negroes alone. 

The unity of Negroes and of Negroes and whites 
should be built to such strength that their combined 
pressure will be irresistible in resolving the crisis 
facing 'the country. 

There has been a favorable shift in the world 
balance of forces, marked by the emergence of the world 
socialist system and the collapse of the colonial system, 
whia>. makes it possible now tp achieve changes under the 
capitalist system. 

Birmingham has brought a turning point in the 
struggle of the Negro people. They are demanding their 
Constitutional rights now. Prior to Birmingham, Negroes 
were united on the goals of the struggle to end Jim Crow 
but not on the methods. Now they are united on the methods 
to be used. Xhey have adopted the method of non-violence, 
and peaceful direct action. 

The South is the new frontier. The negro 
struggle there is for the good of the whole country. This 
struggle has opened the possibility of the "democratization 
of the South". The South is the new frontier for the 
extension of democracy in this country but it can only 
occur v/ith the victory of the civil rights revolution. 
Discrimination and Segregation can be ended only by the 
defeat of the "Dixieerat racists and their reactionary 
Republican abettors". The Administration has the power 
through enf o&pemenlb of Article 4, Section 4 of the 
Constitution %o oust illegally elected Dixieerat regimes 
in the South, 

- 138 - 




• 




NY/ 100- 153735 



"The Communist Party greets with Boundless 
joy the present revolutionary freedom movement of , 
the Negro psople and will spare no sacrifice to help 
bring about its total victory now. *. and to immediately 
resolve the acute constitutional and moral crisis facing 
the nation. It is because the Communists have a proud 
record of disciplined, responsible and militant struggle 
for Negro rights that they have been honored as the 
first victims of the Mc Carran Act, as they were of 1?he 
Smith Act". 

Governor Barrett of Mississippi has charged 
that the CP controls the Negro people's civil rights, 
organisations and decides its policies. ''This is a typical 
Hitler big lie* The CP has no desire to control or dominate 
any organizations, and it is ridiculous to jjnagftm&- that 
th-s headers of the Negro people's organisations and their 

supporters, would submit to dictation from the CP 

or anyone else. 



"The advantage of being a Communist is that one 
learns that the workers and^common people can master the 
social forces that determine victory or defeat. ^ 

"Quite independently of each other, there is a --■ 
wide area of agreement between the CP and the Negro 
freedom movement on programs, aims and tactics. This is 
not because one controls the other. 

"Nor is it remarkable that the policy of our 
Party should coincide with the aspirations of the Negro 
freedom movement. This is rather a tribute to the correctness 
of Marxist- Leninist theory applied to the unique attributes of 
our country, and to the sound policies of our Party adopted 
at its 17th National Convention in December, 1959". 

The program of the Negro freedom movement 
is a common one to abolish Jim Crow supported by persons 
of all political beliefs including Communists. "Communists 
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belie ve that the * freedom now 1 * aims of the program answer 
the pressing democratic needs of the Negro people and 
of the nation in serious crisisj and Communists hold that 
this is the central domestic issue before the country. At 
the same time Communists believe the achievement of this 
program will lay an indispensable basis not only for the 
future social progress of the country but for its socialist 
and communist future when United States imperialism* • 
with its Inevitable breeding of racism, discriminatidn* 
wars and insecurity will be no more. Communists see thfe 
struggle for socialism as a struggle to extend the horizons 
of democracy. 



"The Party in this struggle has the duty not 
on."*;.' to work with mocksty., self-sacrifice,, militancy and 
responsibility. It has she deep obligation to the cause of 
freedom and equality now- to the national g&vanoe of our 
country- to strengthen its unity, and to build its organization 
and Influence. Trained in the science of Marxism- Leninism, 
its experience, and contributions are needed in overcoming 
the big and complex problems that confront the democratic 
forces and the nation. 
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"Political Affairs", November, 1963* contains 
an article by JAMES JACKSON "Democratic Uprising of 
the American Negroes". In this article , JACKSON, 
commenting on the present struggle of Negroe3 in 
the United States , notes that the struggle has been 
undertaken at a time when the new world relation of 
forces provides a favorable climate and when great 
advances have been made by the people of Africa and 
Asia and by Cuba in throwing off colonialism, all 
of which has given stimulus to the Negro people. 
He adds that there is also a growing awareness of a 
"great country-the Soviet Union" whose success in 
securing full equality to its many peoples is a 
"challenging alternative to the prevailing racist 
patterns in the US" . 

JACKSON notes th^t the struggle of Negro 
Americans to secure equal rights attained nationwide 
significance with the civil rights demonstrations 
led by MARTIN LUTHER KING in Birmingham, Alabana, in 
May, '1963. He said that since that time the struggle 
of the Negro people has dominated the political and 
social scene in the United States and has gained 
momentum and militancy* The article also notes that 
the Negro movement has gained the support oj" many 
groups and organizations such as church organizations 
and white high school and college students. The 
trade union movement also has been stirred to action 
and the Federal Government has been compelled to act 
to uphold rights of Negro citizens. 

The article concludes with the following 
under the subheading "The Communists' Approach." 

"From its earliest days the Communist Party 
of the United States has given major attention to the 
struggle for the economic, political and social 

equality of the Negro people. It has done so not only 
because the racist oppression of the Negro people 
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"in the United States was itself a shameful violation 
of the Dignity of human beings, hut also because the 
racist proscription of the Negro people stood athwart 
the path of social progress of the class and the nation. 

"At its Sixteenth Convention in 1957, the 
Communist Party clearly pointed out that the main line 
of march of the Negro people's movement was that of 
opposition to all forms of separatist "solutions" to 
the question of their oppression and toward full and 
complete integration in the life of the nation. It 
estimated the significance of the Negro question then 
as being "the crucial domestic issue of the day" 
(Political Affairs, March 1957, pages 31-42), the 
struggle for the solution of which would accelerate 
social progress along the whole anti-monopoly front* 

"Events have fully confirmed the major 
theoretical and programmatic resolution on tli<3 Negro 
question which our Party adopted at its Seventeenth 
Convention in December, 1959. In this resolution we 
stated: 

". , . The main unrealized task of bourgeois 
(capitalist) democracy in the United States is revealed 
in the special oppression of the Negro people. The bonds 
of Negro oppression can and must be shattered. All signs 
point to an early and triumphant resolution of the 
century-old battle of the Negro people for full and 
equal citizenship..... Victory on this sector would 
open the way to rapid developments along the advancement 
of the entire nation. 

"In the current stage of the massive movement 
our Party has given full support to the broadly based 
united front of the Negro people's organizations which 
gives leadership to the direct actions of the Negro 
people's rising against segregation and for full 
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"equality. Our Party fosters the widest unity of action 
of the broad political spectrum of participating 
organizations and leaders which make up a Negro freedom 
front. Our Party promotes white masses-labor, the vouth, 
peace forces and religious people -in the struggle for 
the rights of the Negro people. At the same time, our 
Party exposes the diversioni3ts, adventurists , provocateurs, 
and opponents of Negro-white unity who seek to poach upon 
and disrupt the Negro people's freedom movement. 

"Through the victorious development of the Negro 
people's freedom struggle the Party perceives the re- 
invigoratlon of the whole front of social action and 
struggle for new levels of social progress in our 
country. As GUS HALL put it: 

"'The removal of the cesspool of raoism with its 
practices of discrimination in the South will also 
eliminate one of the main sources of ideological con- 
tamination of our people. Racism and white chauvinism 
nave stunted the growth of class consciousness and work- 
ing class ideology in general. They remain among the 
most effective weapons in the hands of the employers for 
diverting the rise of class unity, class consciousness 

and militancy Victory in the South will enable the 

healthy ideology of the working class to ta*c« its 
rightf ull place in our mids b • 

"And he added: 

" » The struggles (of the Negro people) in the 
South to rid our land of the shackles of new strength 
to all our democratic institutions. They are broadening 
the popular base of democracy in our land. They are 
cleansing the political and social atmosphere of our 
country. ' 

J'J^JteS 1 * People in the United States are today 
in all-out battle to secure victory for themselves, for 
the working class, and for the nation. This great 
democratic struggle will remove the main roadblock to 
the renewal of the advance of the working class along 
the road of social progress in our nation." 
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"Political Affairs" , December, 1963* contains 
an article by GUS HALL, "Objective Conditions and the 
Work of khe Party" . A section of this article bears 
the sub-caption "The Civil Rights Revolution" and 
contains, in part, the following, in suramary: 

The upsurge of the civil rights movement, which 
is demanding "Freedom Now", has brought into active 
participation the greatest number of people in this 
country's history • The civil rights movement 'is 
primarily a movement v cn the streets" with demonstrations 
taking m3.ny forms. There are many levels to the movement 
involving different forces with each force complementing 
the otfc*3t\ 

The outlook of the movement i3 significant 
and noteworthy because there has been an ab&ence of 
"redbaiting" and this "reflects an acceptance of our 
policies by the masses and testifies to the correctness 
of our policies". 

As regards the participation of Socialists 
in the Negro upsurge, "what is most important is that, 
to the degree that Socialists have cut down on red- 
baiting, there has been a greater acceptcinco of the 
socialist viewpoint in a basic sense, so essential 
to any solution of the Negro question and the advance- 
ment of democracy in our land." 

The civil rights movement has resulted in 
many forms of independent political action because 
of the voter registration and right-to-vote campaigns. 

The upsurge in the Negro movement provides 
an excellent opportunity for the campaign to organize 
the unorganized workers in the South. Such an 
organization could eliminate the wage differential 
and the run-away shop and, therefore, every worker 
has a stake in this movement. 
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Today, the Negro struggle is aT'par% of the 
general democratic movement directed against monopoly 
capital " ...its relationship to the totality of 
democratic forces in this country is a question of 
vital importance both for the victory of the Negro 
liberation movement itself and for the general extension 
of democracy." 

The Negro revolution will not be successful 
without the participation of the rest of the American 
people. However, gaining participation by white 
Americans is a difficult ta.sk. The task is to get a 
section of white Americans to participate, neutralize 
those in opposition, and to keep the hard-core 
opposition to a minimum. These three objectives 
should be fought for. An important factor to* 1 gain 
the participation of the white population in the 
struggle is the economic and political self-interest 
of this population. "We must give more thought to 
this aspect, for this is our special contribution 
to the advancement of the struggle," 

If the cold war is ended, the government 
could use the "war budget" for Job-creating programs. 
The fight to end discrimination could be related to 
such a program of jobs. This outlook leads to unity 
and "unites the self -interests of the different groups 
behind the democratic revolution" ♦ 

The civil rights movement faces the problem 
of how to move forward. To do this, demonstrations 
must be continued and "those forces who want to get 
this movement off the streets must be defeated" . A 
second task is to strengthen the unity of the movement. 
Unity of the Negroes, Negro and white and of the Negro 
movement with labor is essential. Another task "is the 
necessity of breaking the 'states rights 1 reactionary 
clique, which stands as a roadblock to all progress," 

- ll£ - 





NY 100-153735 

"The Worker", October 6, 1963, in its editorial 
An Outrageous Farce", comments on recent civil rights events 
in Birmingham, Alabama, Cambridge, Maryland and 
Orangeburg, South Carolina, and states that it is 
obvious that the racists who control law enforcement 
in Alabama and the other Southern states will do 
nothing to protect the lives and property of Negro 
citizens. The editorial requests its readers to 
write to the President requesting that he send 
Federal troops to Alabama and other southern states, 
to remove, from office all officials who are derelict 
in upholding the Constitution, to prosecute those 
responsible for the "reigi:, of terror" in the Southern 
states, and to prepare the way for fair elections in 
these states. 

"The Worker" in its issues of October 13, 
22, £? and 29, 1963, contained editorials dealing 
-with the strengthened civil rights bill recommended 
by the House Judiciary Committee and the fact that it 
was in danger of being "watered down". These 
editorials attacked the Attorney General "for helping 
the Republicans and Southern racists sabotage meaningful 
civil rights legislation" and called for communications 
to be sent to him urging him to back and to mobilize 
support for the civil rights bill approved by the 
committee. The editorials also called for betters 
to be written to Congressmen demanding that they 
support a strong civil rights bill and for readers to 
call on their Congressman, or their representatives, 
when they return to their homes on week ends, urging 
support of a meaningful civil rights bill. 
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"The Worker" in its issue of November 5, 1963* 
contains an editorial commenting on the "watered down" 
civil rights bill which it states the President and 
Attorney General "forced out" of the House Judiciary 
Committee against the will of the majority. It reflects 
that a meaningful bill can be passed at the current 
session of Congress but will require increased activity. 
It continues that two objectives are to force the HbUse 
Rules Committee to get the civil rights bill to the 
floor of the House and to strengthen it after it gets 
to the House floor. 

It calls for letters and delegations to each 
Congressman and strong lobbies In Washington to make 
House- members realize a strong civil rights bill is 
wanted in the current session of Congress. 

"The Worker" in an editorial on page 1 of 
the November 19, 1963, issue, captioned "R e r.-uw the 
Offensive", states that the segregationists and their 
apologists are trying to avoid the passage of an 
effective civil rights act. The editorial criticizes 
the President for vacillating and retreating on civil 
rights legislation and calls for the people to intensify 
their pressure on the administration to fulfill its 
commitment to secure a genuine civil rights law. 

It adds that the Thanksgiving recess provides 
an excellent opportunity, since Congressmen return to 
their home districts, for civil rights forces to register 
their demands that every Congressman and Senator act 
for a strengthened civil rights bill now. 

The editorial al30 calls for a "massive 
nationwide action" by all the forces of the Negro 
revolution in the form of a "nationwide Freedom Now 
holiday and work stoppage" as a warning against further 
delay on civil rights legislation. 
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The Fall, 1963 issue of the magazine "Freedomways" 
published by Freedomways Associates , Incorporated, 799 
Broadway j New York, New York, contains seven articles, 
several poems and pencil sketches, as well as a section 
devoted to Book Reviews and a section devoted to recent 
books. This issue announced that the nex*G issue of the • 
magazine will be an All-Southern issue containing 
articles from writers, artists and freedom fighters 
from the South ♦ 

"The Worker", January 12, 1964, contains an 
editorial by BENJAMIN J. DAVIS "A Hard Necessity" in 
which he advocates support for the mass boycott of the 
New York City public schools scheduled for February 3, 
1964. Ha describes the boycott as "a hard necessity*' 
and as "a form of struggle for masses of people who 
seek to uphold the law of the land" and to correct the 
segregated character of the public schools . 

"The Worker", January 28, 1964, or: its 
editorial page, calls attention to the boycott of the, 
public schools scheduled for February 3> 1964, and 
states that it will have the active support of all who 
want public school education to be democratic in 
content and non-racist in form. 

"The Worker", February 18, 1964, in an editorial 
on page two, praises the Reverend MILTON GALAMISON 
for his leadership in the "Great February 3rd School 
Boycott" of the public schools in New York City and 
states that the secret of his success was his skill in 
unifying the diverse organisations which participated . 
It states, "The unity achieved within the Negro com- 
munity and the bonds of fraternal cooperation established 
frith the Puerto Rican and progressive white communities 
are important achievements of the School Boycott movements. 
This unity should be defended against all forces seeking 
to disrupt it," 
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The February 18, 1964, issue of "The Worker", 
page three, contains an article, "The School Boycott" 
by WILLIAM L. PATTERSON, in which he comments on the 
February 3* 1964 school boycott in New York City. He 
described it as marking "a new high in terras of unity 
in the battle for a free America" and said that it dem- 
onstrated ah understanding of the responsibility of youth 
of the Supreme Court desegregation decision of 1954. He 
said those participating in the boycotts are demanding 
that this decision be implemented now in New York. 

PATTERSON said: 

"The youth of New York have done their country 
an invaluable service in this boycott. It has set an 
example of action that should be followed :n every city. 
. . . Tats unity forged in struggle can have other and more 
far - reaching political goals." 

"This boycott helped clarify the political 
atmosphere. It brought a new appreciation of the power 
of unity in struggle ..." 

"The Worker", March 3, 1964, page one, contains 
a denunciation by WILLIAM L. PATTERSON of the sentence of 
16 to 20 years given to Mrs. MAE MALLORY in tfonroe, North 
Carolina on charges of kidnapping a white couple on 
August 27, 1961. He describes Mrs. MALLORY as a "defender 
of the constitution, fighter for equality of rights and 
opportunities" and states that the major issue is the 
right of a Negro American to defend her life when threat- 
ened by death by white supremacists. He said the charge 
against Mrs. MALLORY "is a new approach to 'legal' racist 
terror" and that her crime is that she was born black." 



- ll(.9 - 




NY 100-153735 




PATTERSON further states: 



"To win democracy in the United States, the 
fight for MAE MALLORY's freedom must be raised to its 
highest level, nationally and internationally. The 
decision and judgment have been appealed. The march of 
these freedom fighters to the highest court in the land 
is on. It is, however, the people's fight. The case can 
be reversed in the state supreme court. It cannot be won 
without a militant movement , * . 

"The decision a>v;l judgment in the MALLORY case 
are symbols of a ray of l±:Ce that must be smashed if 
democracy is to mean equality of rights and opportunities . " 

"The Worker", January 5, 1964, page three, 
sets xerth the second of two articles based upon a 
report "recently delivered" by GUS HALL on problems 
facing the nation and the tasks and opportunities facing 
the workingclass and people *s forces in 1964. In this 
article by HALL, he mentions three areas of concern, 
namely , the new Administration, the 1964 elections, and 
civil rights. In commenting on civil rights, he states 
that this revolution "has become the central a*ea in 
the struggle for a democratic America" . HALL remarks 
that terror and brutality have increased ir; the South, 
that racists have become bolder than ever ana that a 
campaign has been launched in the North, mainly by the 
big magazines, whose aimii calling for "reasonableness" 
is to slow down the struggle and split the movement. 
Another factor in the attack on civil rights forces is 
the charge being made that it is not the Negro people 
or the leaders who are responsible for the "unreason- 
ableness" but "outsiders" which means "the Communists 
and the Left". 
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HALL continues In his treatment of thV civil 
rights struggle with the following observations: 

The source of power of the Negro people's 
struggle has been the role of the masses "and we should 
never forget that it is the source of the power and 
strength of all people's movements and struggles". 
However, this source cannot be taken for granted and it 
cannot be lefb on its own. The rank and file have not 
been involved in a more organized manner. "This is a 
challenge we can be more helpful in resolving both on 
city and community levels," The educational campaign 
against racism must be continued and improved. 

"The greatest challenge" is how to organize 
a struggle on the economic front where there is job 
discrimination against Negroes, where the problem of 
jobs for Negroes has become linked with growing ur.em- 
ploynent. There must be a united working class, white 
workers must be shown that the trade unions can gain 
the support of all workers only if they take up the 
problem arising from discrimination. 

In the future the struggle will proceed on 
three levels: 

1. An all - out effort to get pwsage of the 
Civil Rights Bill. 

2. Organized struggle for specific objectives 
including such actions as the fight on housing and rents 
in Harlem, on hiring at Motorola in Chicago- and on 
school desegregation,' "This kind of struggle takes 
initiative, planning and organization. Is this not the 
area of challenge in which we can make a unique contri- 
bution? I think it is?" 

3. The continuing struggle in the South where 
the greatest obstacle is the "reign of terror". 
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"If we could launch a national and an inter- 
national campaign against thi3 brutality we could mako. 
a signal contribution to the freeing of the South... A 
second aspect of the struggle in the South in which we 
can be helpful is the development of a dialogue between 
the trade unions and the freedom movement in the South-. 

"The civil rights front is that on which the 
main battles are being fought today . It must at all 
times receive our top attention." 

"The Worker", February 9, 1964, page one, 
contains an editorial on Negro History Week for 1964 
which states that; it is a time for rededication to 
the battle fcr civil rights.- It comments on the 
militant demonstrations that have taken place since 
.Negro History Week, 1963, and the fact that the Civil 
Righto Bill is before Congress. It calls for support 
of the Bill and "mass action" to overcome the fili- 
buster that the Bill is expected to face in the Senate. 

It adds that there is little doubt there will 
be more demonstrations directed at the Senate to enact 
the Bill into law without crippling amendments. It 
notes that in February, 1964, there was a boycott of 
the largest public school system in the Nation, New 
York City, in which unity was achieved between different 
Negro organizations, and an alliance formed with Puerto 
Rican groups. It cites the fact that, at this time, a 
large rent strike was spreading through the Negro, 
Puerto Rican and poor white areas. It adds "chat a sit- 
in strike was staged in Chicago in a demand for jobs 
with a living wage. The editorial continues, "This 
struggle of the unemployed for livelihood will merge 
with the already unfolding social strikes, against 
discrimination in housing, education and for equal 
accommodations in public services. It will bring a new 
current of power to the common cause of Negro freedom 
and the social progress of all Americans. 1 ' 
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"The Worker", March 15, 1964, in its editorial 
on page three, calls for maximum pressure on Senators to 
pass the Civil Rights Bill. It states: "Letters, mass 
telegrams, demonstrations, marches, rallies , civil 
disobedience, nationally organised work holidays 
and school holidays - every popular method of protest 
must be brought against the filibuster for the enactment 
of the Civil Rights Bill," 

"The Worker", March 29, 1964, page three, 
in an editorial "Jacksonville Requires Federal 
Trusteeship", comments on recent incidences of vio- 
lence resulting from recent civil rights conflicts in 
Jacksonville, Florida. It states that "The situation 
in Jacksonville (not unlike a dozen other spots in the 
unregensrate segregationist South) attests to the fact 
that 1-1:3 police and city's officialdom have gone over 
to tJ;e position of the racist mobsters , that the 
deprivation, degradation and segregation of tf3gro 
citizens has become a policy and prime purpose of the 
local government author! ty . " 

This editorial calls for the Federal Govern- 
ment to establish a Federal trusteeship over Jackson- 
ville until new elections can be held, for Vaa Justice 
Department to send Federal Marshals and for the 
President to be prepared to send in Federal u:?opps to 
uphold the rights of the Negroes. A call is also made 
for action demanding an end to the filibuster in the 
Senate and the passage of the Civil Rights Bill without 
weakening amendments. 

The Winter, 1964 issue of "Freedomways", 
which is published by Freedomways Associates 3 In- 
corporated, 799 Broadway, New York City, is self - 
identified as being a special issue concerned with 
"the southern freedom movement". In an editorial 
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in this issue, it is stated that the issue deals 
with developments ors* the southern "battle front". It 
adds /that they had promised their readers that the 
current issue "would represent the most comprehensive 
coverage of the Freedom Movement in the South ever to 
appear in a single issue of an American inagazine. 

This editorial also states "many activists 
in the Freedom Movement, among them many of our 
readers, are keenly aware of the need for some in- 
strument of communication a:cd exchange of information 
by the various sections of the movement, stretched 
across the South, 'Freedo^ways 1 format combines 
first - nand description of events with insight and 
analysis*,!! 

"The Worker," May 24, 1964, page 1, sets forth 
the contents of a telegram which, it is saf.d, was sent 
to the President that week by GUS HALL and BENJAMIN DAfe, 
"spokesmen for the CP." The telegram condemned the 
delay in passage of the civil rights bill by the Senate 
and called upon the President to issue a declaration in 
support of the bill as passed by the House "with abandon- 
ment of all subsequent deals, and pressing fcr its 
immediate enactment by. ending the filibuster, . ." 

11 The Worker," April 21, 1964, page 1, 
contains an editorial by JAMES E. JACKSON, l! Negroes 
Ask Liberals for Their Cooperation, Not Permission." 
This editorial states that Negroes are asking cooperation 
from Americans in their freedom struggle not permission 
to fight it. The editorial attacks those who criticized 
the called for stall-in action at the opening of the 
World's Fair in New York City and defended this action 
and even a general work stoppage in the country if it is 
necessary to secure civil rights for Negroes. It closes 
with a wish for success to the World's Pair stall-in. 
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"The Worker," May 5j 19^4, page' 2/ in Un 
editorial "A Call to Rights Actioft" appeals to the 
readers and friends of "The Worker" to increase their 
efforts to gain passage of the civil rights bill. It 
calls for them to organize with letters, telegrams, 
phone calls, and petitions calling upon the Senate 
to act and to help organize meetings, demonstrations, 
and picket lines. 

"The Worker," May 17, 1964, page 3, in its 
editorial, comments on the importance of the Supreme 
Court decision of May 17, 195** which desegregated public 
schools. It states that J jht importance of this decision 
is that it was the first significant action taken by 
a branch of the government for civil rights since 1896 and 
that following this decision the Negro freedom movement 
began to grow. The editorial adds: 

"The great Negro and white ! coalition of 
conscience 1 taking shape around the struggle to bring 
about an end to segregation and discrimination against 
the Negro people is the very 'coalition for progress 1 in 
the war against poverty, for peace and for expansion of 
-democracy which best serves the national interest." 

It notes that desegregation of th€- schools has 
gone on at a "snail's pace of less than one percent per 
year." It states that the tenth anniversary of the Supreme 
Court decision will be marked by an increase in activity 
in the struggle against discrimination and that there is 
no better focal point than the Senate where the fillibuster 
against the civil right bill was then taking place. 

"The Worker," June 14, 1964, page 1, contains 
an editorial, "Concern of All Americans," which urges 
all readers of the paper to call on the President to 
intervene in Alabama to protect the Negro people there. 
It asks the readers to urge their union locals, churches, 
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and -civic groups to make appeals to the President- for 
federal action in Alabama. 

"The Worker," June 28, 1964, page 1, contains 
an editorial, "Halt the Terror in Mississippi, " which 
comments on the disappearance of MICHAEL SCHWERNER, 
ANDREW GOODMAN, and JAMES E. CHENEY in Mississippi. It 
states that Mississippi is in a state of insurrection 
and that "Mississippi's racist officials, like those 
of Florida, Alabama and other Southern states are 
plotting with brutal sub;i,^.ans to violate the law of the 
land with rifle, bomb and flame." 

It states that the guilt for the "terror" that 
engulfscl these three persons lies with Governor WALLACE 
of Alabama, Governor JOHNSON of Mississippi and Governor 
BRYANT of Florida; with Senator GOLDWATER "who incited 
these white supremacists to violence" wibh bis speech 
on the civil rights bill; with GOLDWATER' s friends in 
the ultra-right; with the Justice Department which failed 
to provide safety for young American patriots and with 
the President because of his vacillation and hesitation. 

The editorial calls for every American to 
urge the president to immediately send intc Mississippi, 
Florida, Alabama, and any other "rebellious 1 ' Southern 
state, all the federal forces necessary to guarantee the 
safety of citizens in exercising their Constitutional 
rights . 

"Tn^Worker," June 30, 1964, in an editorial, 
"Put Hissisawfc Under U.S. Rule," accuses the 
state of Mississippi of being in revolt against 
Constitutional government and of violation of the 
Constitutional liberties and rights of Negro citizens 
and white Americans who grant Negroes equal rights. 
It states that Mississippi has placed itself outside 
the state - federal relationship of the Constitution and 
the conduct of the state requires that the President 
invoke Article IV, Section 4 of the Constitution and 
place Mississippi under full federal stewardship. 
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"The Worker", issue of January 7» 1964, page 4, 
contained an article entitled, "A Flan to Achieve 
Integration in Our Schools and Eliminate Ghetto Standards 
in Education", This article reflects it is presented as 
a public service by the New York District of the Communist 
Party and sets forth part of a program devised by the 
New York District to eliminate segregation in education. 
This article sets forth the current conditions in education 
in the New York City school system as well as presenting 
a plan to improve all aapvets of education. 

"The Worker", issue of February 4, 1964, page 8, 
contained an article caotioned, "CP Insists Wagner, Rocky 
Act at Once". This article reflects that ROBERT THOMPSON and 
wTL T »: £M L, PATTERSON, spokesmen for the New York State CP, 
had sent a letter to Mayor ROBERT P. WAGNER and Governor 
NELSON ROCKEFELLER with regard to the February 3» 1964, 
school boycott in New York City. The letter states the 
boycott is a mandate of the people for action and states that 
in New York City the time for token integration plans is 
past. 

The letter reflects these officials have in their 
possession the New York State CP program for effective, speedy 
integration as published in "The Worker" on January 7, 1964, 
The letter calls for immediate action by New York State to 
bring about speedy, effective integration as demanded by 
the people* 

"The Worker", issue of March 15, 1964, page 3* 
contained an article entitled, "1,500 at Rally Celebrate 
Worker 1 s 40th Anniversary". 

This article contains a summary of statements made 
at the 40tfci Anniversary celebration of "The Worker" held 
at Carnegie Hall, New York City, on March 18, 1964. 

According to the article, JAMES E. JACKSON called 
for the immediate passage of the civil rights bill which 
is being threatened with a Southern filibuster. 
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He said "The Worker" support th>rwafrch 16th 
boycott of New York City schools as well as the rent strikes 
by tenants "living in rat- infested hell holes". 

JACKSON further called for an all out i*ar on 
poverty and welcomed President JOHNSON 1 s declaration on 
poverty 3 but stated the money proposed to fight poverty 
was inadequate. He said, "If capitalism does not 
abolish mass poverty., the impoverished masses will 
abolish capitalism". 
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"Freedomways" is self -described as "A Quarterly Review 
of the Negro Freedom Movement", published by Freedomways 
Associates, Incorporated, at 799 Broadway, New York City. It 
lists its Editorial Board members as being: 

pr 

W. ALPHAEUS HUNTON, Associate Editor ^ ? J 

JOHN HENRIK CLARKE, Associate Editor 

3WIRGARET Q. BURROUGHS and JOHN L. DEVINE, Art Editors 

ESTHER JACKSON, Managing Editor 

SHIRLEY GRAHAM, Contributing Editor 

The summer, 1963 issue of the magazine was a special 
issue devoted to "Harlem, A Community in Transition". The 
editorial of this issue states that "The Karlems of the north 
and west are joining the new democratic revolution which was born 
of the southern Negroes" desegregation battles. This revolution 
for long-deferred equal rights has linked the Negroes of 
Birmingham to those of Philadelphia, of Boston, of St. Louis, of 
Cambridge, Maryland, of Harlem, New York, in one irrepressible 
marching column that is determined to secure a new birth of 
freedom here and now". 

This editorial states that the prospects for victory 
for Negroes in- achieving equal rights seems close at hand, but 
that* there are many battles ahead. What is needed is unity of 
action. It adds "We need the full strength, of our people and 
our allies in militant sustained action to insure the victory". 

"Out of our sorrows, our unrequited want and hunger, 
out of our struggles and dreams, a rich growth of beautiful and 
meaningful artistic and literary creation has come. Trenchant 
analysis and social criticism, humor and poeb'-T have been born. 

"We believe that a rich representation of all this has 
been collected here between the covers of this special Harlem 
edition of 'Freedomways*. We hope that each of you who reads 
this issue wiU.1 become a booster and salesman for other copies 
and for securing subscribers to our unique and vital publication • 
'Freedomways 1 ". 
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(U) JAMES JACKSON commented on the publication "Fre edomways 

during October, 1963* and noted that I .. I was b?c 

giving them a lift with this publication. £>• 





NY T-19 
October 9, 1963 



5k 



(U) I I stated on January 15, 1964, that he was a member 



, 1964, 



be 

b7C 



of the Editorial Board of "Freedomways 



(U) \m T-191 ,71 / 
Ijanuary 15, ^^ hfC 

The spring, 1964 issue of the magazine, in its editorial, 
attacks the indictment against leaders of the Albany, Georgia 
movement, announced by the office of the Attorney General, as 
"one of the crudest cases of injustice and sheer racism ever to 
be attempted by an agency o.t the Federal Government". It charges 
that efforts by the Justice Department to prosecute these leaders 
"seems to be part of a political deal between the Administration 
and the powerful RU3SSIX-TAI>iADGE machine in Georgia". It accuses 
the office of the Attorney General as "becoming a sort of 
clearing house through which a policy of accomodation between 
the Administration and the southern segregationists is being 
worked out". The editorial concludes with an .-Appeal to its 
readers to send letters and telegrams to the Attorney General 
asking that the convictions be set aside and the indictments 
dropped. 

The summer, 1964 issue of "Freedomways" is a special 
issue devoted to "The People of the Caribbean Area", In the 
editorial of this issue, it is stated that the "staff of 'Freedom- 
ways' continues its in-depth- inquiry into those resurgent areas 
of the world where people of African descent are forging a new, 
birth of freedom". It also states that, "Today the problems 
of the Caribbean people are uniquely related to the problems 
of the African people and of Negro Americans. Common to each is 
their fight for freedom, for Justice and the dignity of full 
manhood. There is a wide community of interests among these 
people of African descent. In our times all are arrayed against 
the yoke of racism and colonialism and for freedom from all 
manner of oppression. 
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"Our goal in publishing this issue is to dispel a lot 
of misinformation and contribute to an understanding of the 
history, culture and development of the Caribbean people... |*' 



(U) 







The source made available a .copy of the Statement* 6 
Owne rship filed on Oc tober* 1. iqfi4. and this statement shows ' " 

that | | and I I are stockholders in 

the corporation, .b'reedomways Associates, Incorporated*'- it reflects 
further that the average number of copies of each issues dis- 
tributed during the preceeding twelve months was 7,450 and that 
the paid circulation of each issue during the same period was 
4,000.^ 



(U) WI T-250 

^ J \ootober 18, 1964 



«^f\ 



(U) TJhe sour ce made available in formation reflecting that 

in February, 1964, I I stated that "Freedomways 

publishes 8000 copies of ive regular issues and 10,000 of its 
special issues of which there are two each year. CLARKE said 
the magazine is distributed 5n bookstores ard on some newsstands 
in the United States and abroad, and that they have about 3000 



b6 
b7C 



subscriptions. 



(U) 



f~KY E-&50 ~\\l 
L_April 5., 1964J & 
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B# O THER COMMUNIST GROUPS 

PROGRESSIVE LABOR MOVEMENT (PIM) 

1. Plans and Strategy of the PLM 
As Set Forth in the PLM 
National Strategic Prog£6& 
and Statement of MILTON ROSEN, 
PLM National Chairman 



The PLM National Strategic Program sets forth 
that one of the immediate goals of the PLM is to place 
the Movement politically in a position to lead the masses 
of people in every significant area of struggle both 
directly through its ovni voice and together with united 
front voices ♦ However, the Movement must be able to 
organize masses of working people into its ranks and lay 
the basis bo build a new workers st^te., 

The PLM National Strategic Program also sets 
forth that a negro liberation movement rr.-u.at be developed 
as "the black people in this country will not wait for 
white workers to get wise before they move; &hey are 
moving already; they constitute an oppressed colonial 
people; our role must be to help launch and participate 
in a political movement of black workers and sharecroppers 
in control of their own communities for political power. 
This movement in time may coincide with the general class 
struggle as the mass of white workers take all the cudgels 
against the common exploiter • 

"This movement could be aimed at isolating and 
destroying the South fascists, explore their links to the 
Mbrttm monopolies and the Federal Government thus exposing 
the phony ! iterates 1 as they will undoubtedly come to 
the aid of their Dixiecrat friends when push comes to 
shove # 

"This movement must be based on new forces of 
organization trh&ch are based on the masses of negroes in 

the South. This means those civil rights groups now 
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working which have a base among the negro masses should 
be encouraged to organize them into membership organizations. 
It means that whenever possible and nothing else exists 
new membership organizations should be formed i.e. Womens 
League, Youth Action Committee etc., we must be 
flexible about the forms...... 

"Finally, this means councils for community 
control or call it what you like, composed of representatives 
of negro mass organizations and also of representatives 
of our party, who wi.'O. of course* be among the leadership 
of the mass organization anyway in many oases. 

"0;hesa councils would map out plans to 
ccnti*ol their o\m ar^as. To seek political power but not 
through existing stase structure (although the tactic 
of aiming candidates may be used whon useful), but 
through assuming control of the community 3 s boue-ing problems 
(rent strikes), police problems (armed o-_slf -defense organiza- 
tion), legal problems (peoples courts), jol^ problems (a 
feneral strike of black workers in the area), education 
revolutionary schools) etc. 

"•*..«.«... however, it is clear that black 
Americans especiplly in the South are s^a-Jiy for 
independent racial activity aimed at poll'Ccal power. 
It is clear moreover that non-violence will not achieve 
that and the majority of negro people (as the majority 
of all people, incidentally) will fight back when 
attacked, 

"A few of the preliminary steps we must take 
towards setting up these councils are: 

"Develop a South-wide freedom paper, in which we 
participate; assign new forces to work in the South; 
determine the areas of concentration within the South; 
maintain the open PLM activity, which we have begun 
in the South." 
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The PLM National Strategic Program also sets 
forth a proposal to develop a racial movement for 
workers control of communities in big cities. 

This proposal is based primarily on the work 
of PLM neighborhood groups in New York City. 

The proposal as set forth states "we must 
build on rent strikes 3 the struggle against police 
brutality, the school boycotts etc., to raise the 
consciousness of the working class communities x to show 
people the ultimate solution lies in their own control 
of their neighborhoods particularly, control of housing* 
schools and police. At the same time, the rent strikes 
gave us an opportunity to show people the value of 
collective action and the cooperative spirit in the 
ccrn^mities, by forming independent committees working 
with PL or Joining PIM directly. 11 

The proposal also set forth that "the 
committees and PL should see about starting up 
neighborhood defense organisations to protect the people 
in the neighborhood from the cops. 11 



*1^ 



(10 [NY T-272 

1 March v>0, 1964 

On the evening of July 30, 1964, a pim meeting 
ttffts heiri a-h 91Q.P19 F.aa-h 17-hh s-h-^efc j New York City; 

of the PIM conducted the 



meeting ana discussed the political sitia&tiooi ., the b6 

Harlem Riots and the Garment Workers. *>7c 



| | stated in regard to the Harlem situation 

that BIM will agitate and try to make more trouble. The 
PLM was not organized to take advantage of the recent 
riot. They should now organize so that the next time 
a riot breaks out they can start riots in many different 
areas to divide the police and fiave ihf« spread around the 
city thus they would avoid concentration of police in 
any one area at any given time. 
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stated that the PLM did not expect the 
current riot to happen, hut the firing of guns and the 
clubbing done by the police is tailojimade to fit the 
PM charges of police brutality. I f stated that the 
PLM should exploit the current situation for all it is 
worth and further that PLM will agitate far further 
rioting and disturbances . 



be 

b7C 



stated that this is the beginning of 



the revolution and the next time something like this 
happens PLM will be organized to have a base from which 
to operate to protect the people from the police. 



According to | the PLM must keep agitating 
and work through the Harlem Defense Council to be 
pr30J".red for next summer, which will be difficult as 
thi!./ will have people on roof tops and the bloodshed 
will be the blood of the New York City Police 
Department and not that of the people. 



be 

b7C 



be 

b7C 



(U) 



Cmy T-138 ^\ v / 
\july 31, 1964^ £( 

2. Statements made by PLM Members 
and Literature Distributed 
Showing PLM Agitation in the 
Racial issue 

A source furnished a throwaway captioned 
"Education Yes, Racism No 1 ." issue by the PLM, 336 Lenox 
Avenue, New York City. 

This flyer sets forth that "working class 
parents of New York City especially Negroes, Puerto Ricans 
and many White parents are protesting an illegal Un- 
American Vim Crow 1 and rotting school system. They are 
absolutely right, we of the PLM support this boycott. 
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"Negro and Puerto Rican children get only 
enough 'education' enabling them to work at hard, "dirty 
low paying jobs; when they are laid off they are told 
it is because they are poorly educated. The phony 
•educators' claim that workers children are 'uneducable' 
they are shunted into obsolete vocational,. * schools' 
leading to dropouts. Good education is only for rich 
white kids." 

The flyer then sets forth 6 demands which 
includes throwing out the present Board of Education." 



rm CNY T-32 

[February 7, 1964 



<*b( 



On December 7, 1963, a Special Agent (SA) of 
the Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) was handed an 
announcement issued by the PLM, 68 west 106th Street, 
N«w York City, which set forth that on Saturday, 
December 7, 1963, a street meeting would be held at 
the corner of 105th Street and Columbus Avenue, New 
York City. 

According to the announcement, the meeting will 
protest again:- the "police are murderers." The 
announcement also calls for the taking a?ray the "murder 
weapons" from the New York City Police . 

On August 8, 1963, a SA of the FBI obtained a 
flyer from an unknown female, who was participating in a 
PL picket line at Irving Place and East 14th Street, 
New York City. 

This flyer was captioned "Do You want 
Discrimination", and set forth that it was distributed 
by the Intergration Workers Group of the PLM, 227 East 
Third Street, New York City. 

This flyer demanded that more Negroes and 
Puerto Ricans be given positions of higher skill and 
pay with the Con Edison Company, a public utility. 
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On March 16, 1963, a p'LM meeting was held at 
the central Plaza Annex, 40 East Seventh Street , New 
York City. 

At this meeting one of the speakers who was un- 
identified stated that PL was preparing to take up the 
common cause of every outbreak in this country and 
provide material for talks on diverse subjects . Every 
outbreak and demonstration would he weighed from all. • 
aspects in order that PL can take advantage of the 
situation. '■ r 



(U) 



iWl T-273 i\/ 
{March io, 19631 «S 






Source furnished a PL party Independent 
Nck: .mating Petition of WILLIAM L. Epj?0N, Candidate for 
the Borough' of Manhattan Councilman-at -Large. Attached 
to the petition was a mimeographed letter explaining the 
petition. This letter dated July 31 , 1963 was on letterhead 
stationery of the PLP, 33°" Lenox Avenue, New York 27, 
New York and General Post Office Box 808, Brooklyn 1, 
New York . 

This letter addressed "Dear Friend" stated in 
part as follows: 

The PLM intends to give the working people of 
New York a real choice in the coming Councilman elections 
in November . Under the leadership of the Wagner - 
Kennedy forces in New York and the Rockefeller leadership 
in Albany, our city has become the largest slum and 
lowest wage city (as compared to other Metropolitan 
areas) in the country. You do not have to go to 
Birmingham or to the Deep South to see misery, oppression, 
racism and its corollary, police brutality, exist right 
here in New York City. Both candidates from the major 
parties are opposed to any meanful changes to correct the 
monumental abuses of the Negro, Puerto Rican and other 
workers of our State. 



NY T-274 ^~7\ 
August; 2, 1963J 



- 167 «t 





NY 100-153735 



Source advised that PL was sponsoring a 
public meeting on December J s 1963 from 3:00 to 5:00 PM 
at 105th Street and Columbus Avenue, New York City. 



(U) 



NY T-275 , 71 p^y 
, December 4, 19&3i ?*^ 



On December 7, 1963, SAS of the FBI observed 
a PL street meeting held at 105th Street and Columbus 
Avenue, New York City. 

MILTON ROSEN was one of the speakers and he 
mourned the two dead Puerto Rican "brother workers", who 
were murdered, as he would his own flesh and blood. 
ROSEN demanded that their "killers be brought to 
justice." 

One of the other speakers, STEFAN MARTINOT, 
who charged that the Police were instruments of the 
rich and part of the conspiracy to hold the Negro and 
Puerto Rican workers in a low status so that a large 
pool of cheap labor would be readily available to the 
bosses and to the capitalists. 

Another speaker at the meeting was BILL 
EPTON, who accused the police of discrimination and 
brutality against the Negroes and Puerto Ricans . 

On Aoril 18, 1964, SAS of the FBI observed a 
PLM street meeting held at 104th Street and Columbus 
Avenue, New York City. At this meeting, STEFAN MARTINOT, 
was one of the speakers and stated that Negro citizenship 
and the right to vote have been taken away and they should 
all unite to get their rights back. 

MARTINOT stated that the Negro was asked to 
fight in Korea and now he is being asked to fight in 
Vietnam for the interests of Mayor VJagner and Governor 
Rockefeller. 
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\ 
Another speaker" «a%* 'this* street meeting was 

FRED JEROME, who spoke about the war in Vietnam and 

stated that the Puerto Ricans are being asked to die 

in Vietnam. According to JEROME, Governor Rockefeller 

and other millionaire interests are reaping the profits 

from this war. 

JEROME further stated if Puerto Ricans have 
to be killed they should die fighting for better housing 
and better wages in this country and not be asked to 
die in Vietnam. 

Source advised that he had learned that the 
leaders of the PLM in New York City are attempting to 
obtain firearms for the use of the people in New York 
City, particularly in the Harlem area, to defend 
tlv-mselves from the police . 



(U) 



ly 31, 196 Jj^ 

On August 6, 1964, SAS of the FBI observed a 
demonstration sponsored by the PLM, 66 west 109th 
Street, New York City, to protest police brutality, 
poor working and housing conditions in Harlem. The 
demonstration was held at the corner of 100th Street 
and Amsterdam Avenue . 

ROBERT APTER, who identified himself as a 
member of the PLM, spoke at the rallyand stated that the 
demonstration was called to protest the killing of 
FRANCISCO RODRIGUEZ and RALPH BR&ZIER by the cops . APTER 
said that BILL EPTON of the Harlem PL Club was arrested 
at a street demonstration on July 25, 19o4, because the 
police were afraid he would gather thousands of people 
in Harlem and march downtown. APTER remarked that the 
arrest of EPTON is false because EPTON was not advocating 
violence, but said that the people in Harlem must defend 
themselves and a few cops and judges would probably be 
killed. 
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APTER continued by"'staMtf£ '*tha% the capitalist 
system causes unemployment, slums and police brutality 
and it should be overthrown. APTER stated that the only 
force and violence that would be used would be in self- 
defense. 

Another speaker at the demonstration was 
DAVID DOUGLAS, who identified himself as a member of the 
Harlem PL Club, stated that the capitalist system must 
be overthrown and he does not care what system or 
government replaces it. DOUGLAS stated that the people 
must organize against police brutality and protest 
against anything and everything. However, that before 
anything can be done, the people must organize with the 
-people in their blocks and protest against rats, roaches, 
lack of heat, hot water and anything else they wanted to 
protest against. DOUGLAS stated that the PLM can be 
called to help them organize themselves so that they can 
get what they want. 

DOUGLAS further stated that the cops are only 
good for killing and they do not protect the people. 

On May 18, 1964, SA of the FBI received a 
four page -printed flyer, which was being handed out in 
the vicinity of City Hall, New York City, 

This flyer vaas captioned "Harlem United, Let 
Us Defend Ourselves'.". 

This flyer protested police brutality and 
claimed that "Police, the Press, the Politicans and all 
other agents of the white power structure, have 
launched a. -campaign to terrorize and slander against 
500,000 bt%ck people in this community, a .• campaign 
more viciom and more brutal than ever." The flyer also 
sets forth- tha^ "the Harlem PLM along with other 
organizations is,, forming a united peoples committee 
against police brutality. It is the only method that we 
the people of Harlem can use to protect ourselves-- 
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by organizing tens of thdusalids of people." This flyer 
shows that it was issued by the Harlem PLM, 336 Lenox 
Avenue, New York City. 

3 . Publications 

(U) Source advised that the PLM has an annual 

budget of $24,000 and publishes three oublications the 
"Marxist - Leninist Quarterly", the "PL Magazine", a 
monthly and "Challenge", a weekly newspaper published 
in New York City.^ 

(U) SyT-276' "~\V 
Jjuly 21, 196iLjr\ 

On May 1, 1964, & SA of the FBI obtained a 
printed flyer from an unknown individual on the street 
in New York City. This flyer announced that the PLM 
was going to start publication of a weekly newspaper 
named "Challenge" . 

This flyer set forth that "Challenge" would be 
a weekly organ of the PLM of New York City, which will 
be dedicated to the working men and women, x*ho have 
built this city and who keep it going. "It is also 
dedicated to fight the slum lords and bosses, fight and 
expose those in Government, City, State and National, 
who are bought and paid off by the landlords, big 
corporations, bankers and racketeers. Fight those who 
hide behind police uniforms to terrorize working people; 
those who murder inadcent people while big crooks go 
scot free; fight for equal rights for all who work for a 
living; fight those who divide working people against 
each other by preaching hatred of one color by another 
or one language by another; fight for jobs, for a shorter 
working day with no loss in pay." The flyer then sets 
forth that "above all this newspaper is dedicated to 
fight for a new way of life, a way of. life where working 
men and women '.own and control their homes, their 
factories, the police force, the courts, the City Hall, 
and the entire Government on an every level." 
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Source made available raineographed sheet 
captioned "newspaper report" which indicated that a 
proposal was made that the PLM publish a weekly tabloid 
containing from eight to sixteen pages to be distributed 
in the working class neighborhoods of cities . This 
tabloid would be in both Spanisn and English and would 
deal with the lives and struggles of the working 
people. This tabloid would be the official organ of 
the PLM of New York City. 

(U) 



NY T-133 
May 6, 1964 
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v,v -Socialist Workers Party (SWP ) 

The SWP has been designated pursuant 
to Executive Order 10450. 

1* Plans, Strategy, and Line of the 
SWF National Organization 

(U) A national psnference of the Committee to 

Aid the Monroe Defendants (CAfiD) isras held on January 26, 
1963 , at 168 West 23rd Street, New Yo*4c, New York. 
Activities and plans of the organisation were discussed 
and one of the speakers was BERTA GREEN, Secretary .of 
the CAJSD.^ 



(U) 



The chairman of the CAMD, Dr. AEDERT B. PERRY, 
in a speech during the convention* emphasized that the 
organization was concerned only with the Monroe defendants, 
He seated that neither the SWP or any othar organisation 
^ had any influence in the CA&1D. He further stated that the 
"'"position of BERTA GREEN as Secretary of, the GAICD had 
nQthing to do with her SWP membership. 9*, 

(U) 



w \NY T-816 1 j/ 
A\Pebruary 1, 19631 ^ 



A characterisation of the CAMD is 
* contained in the appendix hereto. 

( u ) Following the CAT© convention, described ab6ve, 

a memb.er of the SVJP National Committee :(NC*} related that the 
SWP felt that it 'could still use the CAMD as a vehicle 
in xshich the Party could enter into and exert influence 
in the Negro struggle, It was said that the Party felt 
that if the occasion ever arose where its interests in 
the CAMD were jeopardized, sufficient pressure and 
control could be exerted in order to protect the interests 
of the SWP in the CAMD. ^ 

(U) 



NY T-147 "1 , 



^February 4, 19&3 
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A minority tendency led by 
was active within the SUP an 



attempted to 

xnrxuenec Party members toward differing points of 
view ir>. fagRpfl ir.n ffl-rp ytiMpa. Under the name of 

in January, 19^3 , prepared a 




document; entitled, "The Decline of American Imperialism 
and the Tasks of the Socia list W orkers Party. " One of 
the topics dealt with by | was the Negro movement. 
He said th is wa g the most advanced section of the mags 
movement. | | claimed that the Negroes were conducting 
a struggle cr the deepest revolutionary nature and that 
the SWF had ^the responsibility of intervening in this 
development .>1 

^ G5 T-169 *-i >J 
(February 18, 1963\ ^\ 



the 



SWP, 



FARRELL DOBBS, National Secretary of 
on :ipsll 2, 1963, seni a fetter to all lo^fels and 
branches of the party setting forth that clva 20th National 
Convention of the SW? would convene in Hew York City, 
July 18, 19&& and continue through July 21, 1963. He 
wrote that one of the topics on the convention agenda \ 
•would be a report- and discussion on the Negro Quest ion. & 

(U) r "~ 



Iny T-aa.7 ~~\ W 

(April 8, 1S63J /K 



At a meeting of the SWP Political Committee (PC) 
held May 10, 19o3, a vote was taken on the political 
resolution entitled "Preparing for the Next Wave of 

d Stat 
approved wit h one PC mer.;h ey. [ 



Radicalism in the United 3tat£S_J' 
d.th 



and another. 



The reso lution was 

T in opposition 



abstaining . 






(U) njy T _ 218 1 , 

I June 25, 1963J^C 



This resolution was printed in a SWP Discussion 
Bulletin, volume 24, x&sife&S .16, dated in May, 1963, and 
made the following points in regard to the Negro people: 



bo 
b7C 



be 

b7C 
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*j?he SX'JP today approaches the end of its 
prolonged isolation but the breakthrough into the 
mass movement has barely bQgpn. The radicalization 
of the Negro people constitutes the most important 
single political development within the country and 
its repercussions will generate new militancy against 
esgltalism. This Negro militancy will lead toxuard a 
break with capitalist politics. Significant forces 
are calling for independent Negro election candidates. 

Fulfillment of the political needs of such 
ne'Wly radicalized people is central to the activity of 
the SWP as a revolutionary party. Its main task is to 
develops* a propaganda offensive for the key issues of 
the day such as the fight for peace, civil rights, eco- 
noisi^© security, social welfare and civil liberties. 
The :?-iirty will continue- to run candidates where possible 
in l>:;al elections and also prepare for a Presidential 
ticket in the 1964 elections. 

Major attention must be given to work in support 
of Negroes and others fighting for their civil rights. If 
white workers can be won over to active support of Negro 
-freedom fighters this alliance might lead to the formation 
of a labor party and improve chances of recruiting by the 
SWP. 



(U) riy T-147 

I June 6, 1962 



i\y. 



At the SWP National Convention on July 19, 1963, 
the report on the PC resolution on the Negro question was 
given by GEORGE BREITMAN, a NC member. He said that the 
Negro struggle xuas the forerunner and vanguard of the 
class struggle. BREITMAN designated the Negro efforts 
of today as almost revolutionary in nature. He said the 
Negroes were becoming aware that they must repudiate the 
white capitalist society. BREITMAN said that Negro 
nationalism was an outgrowth of the fight for Negro 
equality and one should regard Negro nationalism and 
revolutionary socialism as similar in nature and purpose. 
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He discussed the Negro labor problem and stated 
this could only be resolved by the merging of a radical- 
ised labor movement with a radicalized Negro nationalist 
movement. BREITMAN 3tated that if the Negroes want they 
•should form an independent political groups the SWP would 
be willing to support it with a hope of recruiting further 
Sli? me&bers. 

. • ' A vote was taken on the Negro question on 
Jt&§^£Q, 196-j* and tho PC resolution supported by an 
overwhelming majority of the de&egates. 

(U) (NY T- 219 

[July 19, 1963' 

ffARRELL D0333 announced at the S : i? National 
Cokvsoticsx on July ?.0> 19^3., thai; the tfWP would 30 all 
our. to back the fopt]iboKLi:3 March on tfasMjagtc-n, All 
bre&^hes were instructed to support the mar-zh through 
publicity in the press* cooperation wivh otaor organiza- 
tions and actual participation themselves. 

(U) (NY T- 147 

[July 21, 196 

In the fall 1963 edition of :! International 
Socialist Review" there was printed the do^.unent adopted 
by the 1963 convention of the SWF entitled "$he New Stage 
in the Struggle for Negro Emancipation and r rae-ks of the 
SWP." 

This set forth that the most notable character- 
istic of the newest stage in the Negro struggle was the 
clear and sharp rejection of gradualism, described as the 
program and method of "capitalist liberalism." It was 
set forth that the Negro move toward a Freedom Naw Party 
was an essentially radical and potentially revolutionary 
demand. The document set forth that a new period had 
begun in May, 1963, marked by the following features: 
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1. The struggle is acquiring an ever greater 

mass character. 
'2. Mass action in various forms has moved into 

the North. 

3. Hegro leaders feel nervous and unsteady 
because they lack control over the masses. 

4. f>here are special traits in the civil rights 
struggle in the South which, by dramatizing 
injustices, constantly embarrasses the 
Federal government. 

The document w»ut; on to name the first big task 
of the Negro struggle as boing the mobilization and un- 
ification of the Negro masses in an independent movement 
to fight for their equality. This was to prepare for an 
eventual "revolutionary alliance «f the working class and 
the '"iwfirpo people". R»s? $*>..*.& reason, according t© the SWP 
deeary.-nt, revolutionary socialists welccass* the growth 
of itegro nationalism because this contributed to the 
creation of an independent Negro movement. Negro national- 
ism and revolutionary socialism were regarded as complemen- 
tary forces, It was recommended that revolutionary social- 
ists be firm and patient in demonstrating that Marxism was 
valid and relevant for the Negro struggle. 

It was set forth that the general alliance 
between the labor movement and Negroes fighbing for 
liberation could be helped by cooperation between the 
vanguard of the Negro struggle and the vanguard of the 
working class represented by the SWP-. It was further 
set forth that the role of tfca SWP was to assemble and 
programatically equip the forces that would lead the 
"coming American revolution to abolish capitalism and 
racism". It was stated that the SWP sought to equip 
both revolutionary whites and Negroes with "the best set 
of scientific tools yet devised to change sociesyr-Marxism 
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The present tasks of the SWP in connection 
with the Negro were said to consist of better educating 
the membership to understand the Negro, providing more 
leadership and coordination to expand Party work in the 
Negro struggle, to expand the Party's Negro cadre in 
Negro organizations, to develop demands and proposals in 
collaboration with other Negro militants and to expand 
the Party's press and circulation of literature among 
Negroes . 

A characterisation of "International Social- 
ist Review" is contained in the appendix 
hereto . 

In the elections for the new SWP leadership 
at the- end of the 196li convention, ono Negro was elected 
to '$-i.*> no and thyoe fcsgrces wee eieeSod fUttmsate} 
NC ■.vtf.ber-a. <w 



(U) 



fNY T-220 ***\ J 
jjjruly 26, 1963J ^ 



( u ) While the convention was in session a special 

meeting was held in a private caucus room to discuss the 
Negro struggle for equality and during the discussion a 
proposal vias made to organize armed defense squads for 
use when Negroes were in trouble ^C^ 



(U) bjy t-221 
\July 24, 



\ 1963^)^ 



The proposal to have a flying sqnad of armed 
Negroes for their defense was not taken seriously by all 
those in attendance at the meeting and it was proposed 
to attempt closer ties with Negro groups to better assess 
the situation. 






(U) \m T-222 ^\ \ / 
\August 23, 1963J^( 
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A letter was sent derail locliis and branches 
of- the SWP on August 1, 1963, setting forth that the 
literature p^nel at the SWP convention had proposed a 
massive subscription campaign for "The Militant" . jt 
was planned to make a special introductory/ offer aimed 
at penetrating Negro communities throughout the country. 
It had been decided that it would be realistic to launch 
a subscription drive to run from September l6th until 
November 16, 1963, xsith a minimum goal of 5,000 new 
readers. The price of the introductory subscription was 
to be .500 for a four month period. It wap said that 
this would be the most sabitious project since the 
immediate post war period. It was urged that emphasis 
be placed on quantity sale- of subscriptions to new readers. 
It wag requested that sales be concentrated in areas cal- 
culated so return a major expansion of Negro Readers of 
"Tn*- mutant" . 



(U) <NY T-1^5 
[August 16 



, 19^ K, 



On August 8, 1963, a letter was sent by FARRELL 
DOBBS to all branch organizers of the Party setting forth 
that large crowds were expected to be in attendance at 
the March on Washington scheduled for August 28, 1963. 
He requested that all SWP members participating in the 
march report to a Party leader in Washington upon arrival 
to receive instructions as to distribution of "The Militant" 
during the march. 



(U) 



NY T- 222 Tl v/ 
August 21, 1963jJ\ 



A characterization of "The Militant" 
is contained in the appendix hereto. 

In a letter dated September 3* 1963* ED SHAW, 
Acting National Secretary, sent a letter to all locals 
and branches of the SWP. He set forth that the nearly 
50 comrades who had participated in the August 28th 
March on Washington sold over 7»000 single copies of 
"The Militant" and would have been able to sell more 
if the papers had been available. 

(U) ^y T .222 """"V ^/ 
£ctober 11, 1963j>k 

- 179 - 








NY 100-153735 

In the issue of "The Militant" ..... ^ ,,. ._ 
1963, there was announced the candidacy of * CLJFTON 
DE BERRY to represent the SWF on the ballot in Brooklyn, 
New York, for the office of Councilman-at-Large in the 
November, 1963 elections. 

The political Committee votad . at its- meeting of 
August 2, 1963, to organize a national tour of DE BERRY 
in the fall, speaking on the Negro struggle. DE BERRY 
is a member of the SWP NC. 



(U) (ny T-148 ~l / 
[August 16, I963] £k 



In a letter to Party branches dated August 5, 
1963* she National Office of the SUP set forth that a 
jjp**Qls3L issue of "The Militant" wou3.fi be available for 
■s«Co featuring the idea a£ independent political action 
th-.;'<^igh..a Freedom Nots -Party. It was set ic-rth that the 
tajsk of the SWP was to sell this issue of ."The Militant" 
at the March on Washington, August 28, 19^5 . 

The SWP sent a letter to its branches early in 
September, 1963, setting forth that the National Office 
felt that the most significant issue to come out of the 
March on Washington xias the call for the formation of a 
Freedom Now Party which would run its fis??.* candidates 
in the 1964 elections. It was felt conceivable that 
such an organization could elect eouncilmc.«. in the 
heavily populated Negro areas of large Northern cities 
as well as Congressmen from these areas. 

(U) (ny T-217 

\ August 9, 1963, and 
|SGptemb3? XI, 196: 

- A characterization of the Freedom Now 
Party (FNP) is contained in the appendix 
hereto. 

. , In regard to th© CAiga*. «*feLoned preja^ously, 
a letter .uaasent to CA&D branches from National Head- 
quarters on August 9, i963, setting forth that the trial 
of the Monroe defendants might take place before the end 
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of 1963. It was set forth that the SWP had taken the 
initiative in organizing a defence committee for the 
Monroe- people and had not undertaken this lightly. 
The Party had f aced overt opposition and hostility from 
the leadership of major civil rights groups and also 
the less direct opposition of political opponents. 

Other problems faced was the early rivalry 
between two defense committees* the blackout of news 
by the mass media and the lack of forces outside the 
SWP willing to lead a defense. The most important 
handicap, however, was the repeated postponements of 
the trial &h£cn made it increasingly difficult to 
susta?.iri popular interest. It was set forth that each 
oeuEps&gft to raise funds for local defense and to 
pv.fcil.oize the cause met with less response , 

It was further stated that although the CAMD 
was not the main arena for Negro work todsj- there could 
be interaction between the CAMD and other work. In areas 
where CAMD chapters had become dormant, SWP branches 
were Instructed to immediately take steps to reactivate 
them. Where chapters had never existed the branches 
were asked to take the initiative in organising them. 

(U) ("NY T-222 ~""1 / 
^August 2X, ; 1963J j^ 

A letter was sent to all SWP branches from 
National Headquarters on October 14, 1963a setting 
forth that it was expected that the Monroe "kidnap" 
case was likely to assume more Importance in the near 

future with the trial date drawing nearer . It was be 

stated that one of the MonffOe defendants, | | *ic 

would be on tour in November and December ana sne swj? 
branches were urged to help out with the speaking en- 
gagements, publicity and financial aid. 



m) (NY T-222 

v \october 22, 1963 
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'r.iiu.SSSSl 

«5i 



(U) A letter was sent from Natl'on.ai ^Headquarters 

to all branches of the SWP under date of September 30,, 
1963 headed, "CLIFTON IS .BERRY National Tour on FNP"£^ 

The letter set forth that DE BERRY was presently 
campaigning as SWP candidate for Councilman- at *Large in 
Brooklyn, and that he would soon begin a national speaking 
tour. The letter set forth that the tour was important 
from the point of view of orienting Party members on the 
new stage in the Negro struggle and the party's role in 
it. 

Another letter to all branches was sent out 
October 3, 1963, and set forth that DE BERRY'S tour 
would foegin in Baltimore on October 19* 19^3» and the 
title t*f his speech would be "The Negro Revolution . 
In publicity for DE BERRY, it was suggested that it 
be kiiphasized that DE BERRY supported the idea of a 
FNP. 

(U) ^NY T-218 

\ October 15, 1963_ 

, m Speaking in Cleveland on December 14, 1963* 

^ ] DE BERRY discussed the need for Negroes to have their 
own political party. He said that he was not a member 
of the FNP but fully supported it. DE BERE2 stated that 
the present Negro struggle was unleashing forces which 
could be the start of a political revolution in the 
United States. He said that socialism was the only 
answer to the class and labor struggle and that when 
the Negro struggle was successful, they would unite with 
labor and gp on to overthrow capitalism in the United 
States. 



363) ?C 




(u) STL _ 

December 16, 1963 
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GEORGE BREI^<JAN.exprei^ecf Kis vie\5& to the 
SWP leadership regarding the PNP in October, 1963. 
He said the PNP as yet did not amount to much, but that 
within certain limits, its growth in various localities 
would depend on the initiative of Negro SWP members. 
Realising that obstacles to the success of PNP were 
enormous, BREITMAN felt the SWP had nothing to lose 
through collaboration with the new Negro forces. 
BREITMAN wished his vieire to be kept in confidence 
because of an anti-SWP tendency which existed within 
the PNP. 

(U) (NY T-148 \ )/ 
^October £5, 1963J /\ 

SWP National Headquarters notified all its 
brushes on November 1, 1S63, that a "Negro Grassi-Roots 
Leadership Conference" would be held in Detroit and 
urged participation in this conference where possible. 

(U) (NY T-222 3 \/ 
[November 8, 1963J A^ 

(U) When this conference was discussed at a local 

SWP branch on November 3, 1963, one of the members 
present commented that the goal was to push Detroit 
Negroes into the political arena of the Fk$ .)aL 



(U) The PNP was described on this occasion as the 

"brain child 1 ' of the SWP& 

( u ) VlY T-217 
\ November 12, 



i 9 1963lJK 



a leader of the PNP notified 

the SWP in October, 19o3, that he took exception to an b6 

article appearing in the Pall, 1963 International Social- b7r 
ist Review. He said the. SWP did not have the right to 
publish articles which gave the impres sion th at an MP- 



SWP alliance xsas an agreed upon fact. I I further 



objected to the estimate of the SWP that PNP was in- 
capable of creating a program for itself. 

( u ) ^NY T-148 

\0ctober 25, 
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GEORGE BREITMAN again expressed his views 
to the SW? 2eadership late in November.. 1963, pointing 
out that there had been, from the beginning, a persistent 
antl-SKF campaign in the MP. He said there had been 
complaints that the SUP had been trying to dominate the 
MP. BKEITJViAN had feared there would be some comment 
against the SWP at the "Negro Grass Roots Conference" 
held at Detroit, but this had not occurred. He recommended 
that if any answer was planned to HAROLD CHI7SE, it should 
be brief and mild. 

(U) C~ ^ / 

^December 13, 1963J ^ 

At a nlenum of the SWP- NC in session on 
Decker 27, 19*63, at New lork Pr-rty Headquarters, one 
of t-y> SvJP leaders present, BRED KAIS2EA5, predicted 
th&fc there would be a slowing down of activities regard- 
ing the MP, He stated that the PNP had no strong 
leaders and it was therefore desirable for the SWP to 
go to work on its omi election ticket and make arrange- 
ments later if there were changes in the development 
of the MP. 

In regard to the 1964 elections, EAI32EAD 
said there \-jere better opportunities for 7?&rty propa- 
ganda now since independent political action was known 
and accepted in the Negro movement. 

Another speaker, CLIFTON DE BERRY, said that 
while on tour, he had spoken with many of those connected 
with PNP and found them bo be inexperienced and lacking 
organizing ability. 

FARRELL DOBBS discussed the SVJP Presidential 
ticket at the plenum on December 27, 1963, and said 
that it was advisable, in view of the civil rights 
movement, to have a Negro comrade as Presidential 
candidate. He recommended CLIFTON DE BERRY to be the 

- I8i|. - 
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SWP candidate for President witjl %D\ikB&> cSHJIw to run as 
Vice ~ President . 

In the discussion that followed, there were 
some objections to DE BERRY on the ground that he was 
not the strongest candidate, and suggestions were madfc 
that D0B3S, SHAW or HALSTSAD might be better choices. 
It was finally concluded, however, that DE BERRY would 
stand up better in any discussion regarding civil 
lights becau&e he was a Negro and the plenum finally , 
voted to unanimously approve the nomination of DE BERRY 

avt/3 QtTATjT / 



and siiaw. 



(U) 






\NY T-22& 7"! V^ 
Ipecember 27, 1963i"*A 



pacle appearances in the 

Los. xageles area on beliair of th& FNP in j<&ua?y* 
1964 9 and xuhile there discussed, privately* some 
problems concerning SWP - PI-IP relations. -& said 
that he had heard objections to the attention given 
the FNP by the "International Socialist Rgygaw" and 
"The Militant", which was regarded as an intrusion 
into FNP affairs. He also said that the DE BERRY 
tour under the slogan, "Freedom Now" had added to the 
confusion and the identification of IMP as o, creature 
of the SWP. It was the opinion of SWP leaWrs that 

| himself held no ill will and that it carefully 
ana sensitively handled, the Party could continue 
collaboration with the FNP without embarrassment or 
additional problems resulting. 

(U) ("ny T-222 



\ NY T-222 "~\ v / 
\ January 24, 19S4j^ 




be 
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V. ■ .. .. ^ 

A public forum was Ml^^y^fte* §WP at i^ s 
headquarters in New York City on February 28, 1964, 
with CONRAD LYNN as guest speaker. LYNN discussed 
the e£&e of the Monroe* North Caroline kidnap 
defendants end their sponsorship by the JAMD. Ke 
attacks! the SN? in that as the iwsln organiser of the 
CA35D it had acted without regard to the individual 
defendants and as a result these individuals came 
under tne influence ox people hostile to the SWP. 
LYNN seid that the Mor-.rce defendents were as under- 
developed politically arid socially an thsy had been 
before the CAMD took ovaz' their sponsorship and 
because the CAMD had failed to w&rk on their political 
development they were easily influenced by others. 
According to LYHN, it was this influence that resulted 
in" fcho fcoya renouncing th« SWP and GAUD as the case :e.ame 
tc trial and thin resulted i:c th«ir login*? the ease 
becaarte of the last minute change in l&tsye.s*s. 

(U) fjjy T „££5 

[March 3, lyok 




One of the SWP branches was asked in March, 1962* 
to check into the influence and strength of the Muslims 
in Negro areas. If any build up or follcwtsig for MALCOLM X 
was noted, the SVIJ7 National Office xias to -j-.-; notified at 
once. ^ 

( u ) Qy T-217 ~~\\/ 
] March 13, 1964J ^ 

In "The Militar-t" of March 16, 2:954, it was 
set forth that CLIFTON DE BERRY had lauded the declaration 
by MALCOLM "X that he would develop black nationalist 
political strength and W9«ld actively support the civil 
rights struggle. DE BERRY declared that "every rodlitant 
civil rights struggle helps the Negro understand the 
need for black political power. And I certainly welcome 
his declaration that Negroes have the right and duty to 
defend themselves against racist violence." 




(U) 



(U) 
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It is noted that in succeeding issues of "The 
Militant" , speeches and activity of MALCOLM X were 
reported on with approval and MALCOLM X itfas also 
sponsox-ed as a speaker at an openi&rum of the SWP in 
New York. 

The National Office of the SWP notified its 
branches that they were expected to become more closely 
integrated with the activities of the Negro groups, 
clubs and social affairs in their communities. It was 
said that thi3 was a ts.sk that would give the branches 
greater opportunities tc work in the civil rights 
strugp&e and give the Party a political opening which 
they had not had before. All branches were instructed 
to go Into the Negro community arid make ialear that 
CLI^TOfcf m BERRY was a Negro running for President of 
the lilted States. They were to urge Negroes to have 
speaking engagements for DE BERRY to show the world 
that the Negro through the power- of the bai^ot will 
have a say in who sits in the White House .5^ 

(U) Cny T-217 "Tw, 
\ March 24, X964]K 

In one of the speeches he made during the 
Spring of 1964, CLIFTON DE BERRY made the Allowing 
points in regard to the Negro nationalist movement jV^ 

He said that the SWP recognized that Negro 
nationalist organizations are a potential revolutionary 
force. Because of their militancy, the nationalists 
tend to pull other Negro political organizations to the 
left. He said that the nationalists would aeon learn 
that it xms impossible for the Negro to be equal under 
capitalism and find that the only answer is socialism. 



(U) Cny T-226 \ v/ 
April 2, 1964J<?\ 



- 187 - 





NY 100-153735 

(U) At a SWP branch meeting held June 7, 1964* 

it was reported that CLIFTON DE BERRY had held an 
important conference with the editor of "Muhammad 
Speaks 1 '. As a result of this meeting, it was r«?ported 
that "Muhammad Speaks" was willing to support DE BERRY 
in -his campaign. It was also agreed that DE BERRY 
furnish articles from 1: The Militant" on the subject 
of socialism to be U3ed by "Muhaianad Speaks" .jg^ 



(U) pNY T--220 
I June 11, 



°19^>( 



"Muhammad Speaks" is an official *< 
publication of the Nation of islam (NOI); 

A characterization of *he NOI is 
contained in tha cppenalx hereto. 

In the issue of "The Militant% dated June 8, 
1964, there was printed excerpts from the t&pe trans- 
cript of a symposium held at SWP headquarters in New 
York on May 29* 1964, on the topic "What is Behind the 
Harlem Hate Seng Scare v . 

CLIFTON DE BERRY, one of the participants in 
the symposium, st&te-i that the black people were* just 
beginning to demonstrate their opposition to the Democratic 
Party. He said that in striking out in their can interests 
they were attacking the power structure and the poxirer 
structure was paying attention* He further stated that 
the people of this country were learning from struggles 
abroad that if they were going to have their freedom, 
they must strike the first blow. 

Another speaker at the forum, according to "The 
Militant" was MALCOLM X of the Muslim Mosque, Incorporated 
(MM1). 

MALCOLM X is the founder and leader 
of Muslim Mosque, Incorporated, a 
characterization of which is contained 
in the appendix hereto. 
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"The Militant" quoted MB^J0iiM«X^as ^predicting 
that terrorism was on the way as an historical develop- 
ment of everything taking place on the earth today. He 
said that tha economic, political and social system in 
this country could not produce freedom for an Afro- 
American. 

A statement by CLIFTON DE BERRY was printed 
in "The Militant" of Jane 29, 1964, regarding the kid- 
napping of three civil rights workers in Mississippi. 
In his statement, DE BERRY called upon President JOHNSON 
to deputize and arm the Hsgroes in Mississippi and to 
dispatch federal troops th£3?e. 
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2 c Policy, Plans and Activities 

of the SWP - New Yo rk Local ( NYL) 

iiiiiiMi n iih nun riiir- ' . J i n i m i H ii r \ n m^ w j* n r*mim M m m 

A characterization of the SWP' » NYL is 
contained in the appendix hereto. 

(U) , Unless- otherwise indicated meetings of the 

SWP ** NYL were held- at Pax&y Headquarters,, 116 University 
Place j New York, New York.p^ 

(U) In 1963, the main activity of the NYL consisted 
of electoral activity in :i?coklyn, New York., where the 
SWP is running a Negro candidate for Ceuneilraan-at-Large. 
This candidacy is in preparation for the advancement of 
SWP suspofffc for the FNP. "t is also in accordance with 
the new SWP policy adopted at the 1963 National Convention 
-calling for the formation of an all-Negro party set out 
in the SWP. resolution on the Negro question. In this 
regard, the SWP approach to the Negro question involves 
encouraging the growbh of Negro nationalist movements., 
such as the Muslims, as the beginning of the revolutionary 
development of the Negro people, and the eventual turning 
of the Negro toward a revolutionary socialist direction^^ 

( u ) CNY T-147 ""1 

^September 19, 1 5 6 3\V " 

(U) At a membership meeting of the NTju held on 

March 28, 1963, BERTA GREEN gave a report on the CAMD, 
saying that it would have to be reactivated on all 
fronts. This xuas to include obtaining signatures, 
holding forums, getting union resolutions, obtaining 
church support and arranging for speakers. She urged 
all NYL members to ge'e behind the Party in the drive for 
the CAMD in its bid to defeat the extradition ctf one of, 
the Monroe defendants from Cleveland to North Carolina^C . 
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spoke, saying that all SWP 
branches vJouIcTTeao^Ivate their CAMD work. [ 



seated that while the SWP was not numerically the majority 
in CAMD, it was the driving force and accepted the leader- 
ship positions and all major responsibility/- in CAMD functions 
and actions. He said that the success of the work of CAMD 
depends in the final analysis on the SWP.^L 



(U) (NY T-147 




T, 



1963 



iK 



At an open fo^iia sponsored by the NYL on April 5> 
1963, those present were u^ged to circulate petitions among 
frienfs to prevent the ercr-aditicn of one of the Monroe 
defsnc&cts charged with kidnapping. 



(U) 



(NY T« 

lip 



NY T-165 ~1 >J 
April 11* 1963^ r^ 



A public meeting of the CAMD was hold pn April 10, 
1963* at the Hotel Albert, 23 East Tenth Street, New York, 
New York. There were members of many different organizations 
in the audience, but the largest group in attendance were 
members of the NYL. The collection at the Keating was 
taken up by CLStfTON DOS BERRY and it was eBti&ated that 
between $100.00 and $200.00 was taken in. 

(U) f^y T-1 4 7 

\April. 12, I963 

At a membership meeting of the NYL held on 
August 1, 1963* at Adeiphi Hall, 74 Fifth Avenue, New 
York, New York, BERTA GBEEM gave a report on the CAMD. 
She said that the trials of some of the Monroe defendants 
were due to come up in the fall, and^for this reason, the 
CAMD must increase its activities.^*; 
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lugust 13, 
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At the NYL Executive Committ ee meeting ^eld 
on July 30- 1963, a report was made by I I 

on the special Counoilman-at-Large election to be held 
in Brooklyn in November, 1963. A motion was passed to 
run CLIFTON DE BERRY as the SWP candidate. 



(U) 



\NY T-S27 H v7 
Hugust l6, 1963] g^ 



A letter was sent on August 3, 1963* by the 
NYL election campaign committee * announcing the candidacy 
of DE BERRY. This set forth that the SwP campaign would 
be "directed primarily t'.y.?&rd the Negro pecpjbs* Freedom 
Not? struggle." 

(U) fire t-i47 r~\ \f 
UuguBt 13, 1963J f\ 

In the issue of i: ?:he Militant"" dated August 19, 
1963 3 it was set forth that "Freedom Now" ucsild be ai. 
central plank in the campaign to elect CLIFTON DE BERRY 
a Negro Council member in New York City. 

"The Militant" further set forth that DE BERRY'S 
platform was based on the issue of Negro rights and that 
he was calling for the formation of a nationwide "all- 
Black Freedom Party" to put up independent candidates in 
the 1964 election to fight for civil rights. 

On August 24, 1963, at a street mpfftlnp- 1n 

Brooklyn for the candidacy of DE BERRY, ] 

mentioned that the Pagfv V a r1 a stake in the formation 

of the all-Negro FNP. I |said that the Negro 

comrades of the SWP would be a part of this new party 
and would try to influence its direction. 



who is one of the Negro members 

of the SWP who will be participating in the new party 
as a member, said that the Party plan is to try to throw 
as many of its Negro cadres in as possible and to try to 
reactivate as many of the sympathizers vjho have left in 
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order* to turn the organization as far left as p&ssiDie 

and eventually to use it as .the bis opening to the w 

radicalizing Negro masses. 



said that the b7 C 



Negroes havS to take the lead in the building of black 
Trotskyism while the white comrades work among * h J 
whites" Then at- the correct time when the revolutionary 
situation arises, the two forces will unite. 



(U) | H Y 1-147 . .^j^ 



UNIX A-Af-f I 

JSept amber 3, 1963 



(U) A letter was is*v$ to the NY;L members on May 20^ 

1963, describing a picketing which was P?°P°f e ^°£ ^ay23, t 
196^ on the occasion of a visit by President KENNW *P 
New* io^c City. The letter set forth that the NaL -was, 
oa'Ciag on its friends and other organisations to support 
•k- a 4esicnstration around the theme of support to t- e 
^ Bimingham civil rights struggle. It was fur-oner *et 
f<r*«h that the picket line would be held around tn- 
Waldorf Astoria Hotel and all NYL members were requested 
to meet at 7:30 p.m. on May 23, 1963, at the corner of 
Park- Avenue and 50th Street, in New York.c^ 

The picketing demonstration was also announced 
to the membersMP - masking of the NYL held on May 22, 1963, 
and | — J said that the NYL wculs -,ut au of ats 
forces and resources behind the demons traticn. 

A flyer was issued by the NYL in regard to the 
picketing on May 23, 1963, which demanded that the 
president deputize and arm Birmingham Negroes for self- 
protection against racist attacks. 

(U) fNY T-147 S~\ \ 
|5ay 28 and 31, 1963_\ ^ 

Special Agents of the Federal Bureau of Invest- 
igation on May 23. 1963 , obser ved at approximately 7 :00 p.m. 
a car driven by ] | arrive at the corner of 50th 

Street and Park Avenue, New York, New York. A number of 
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people and picket signs were unloaded, '" fKi¥ %f*d&ERtfas 
later 1 ^oiriec? by others and the picketing began on 49th 
and 30bh Streets, across from the Waldorf-Astoria Hotels 
Signs? carried on the picket line which ware identified 
as belonging to the SUP carried slogans protesting the 
racial situation in the South and in one case setting 
forth the demand "Arm Birmingham Negroes Now." Twenty- 
two members of the NYL xvere identified by Special. Agents 
as taking part in the picket line. 

A picketing demonstration took place on 
September SO, 1963, at Hcr^mrskjcXd Plaza* ^Jth Street 
and First Avenue,, New York., New York, near the United 
Nation Building. Sepeclai Agents of the Federal 
'Bureau of investigation observed aiany organizations 
reppoflfcrAed on signs c&r^iud by the pickets, including 
the t$ w K The picketing waa in pro beat against racial 
eve.^1^ in. Birmingham, Alabama, 



Detective | I New Ywfc City Police 

Department, Bureau of Special Services, stated on September 
20, 1963^ that following the picketing demonstration near 
the Uhited Nations, a group of the pickets proceeded to 
the 15th Precinct, New York City Police Department, at 
160 East 35th Street, New York., New York. Following a 
demonstration outside the prec inct house, t vo individuals 
were arrested, one of whom was | | on a charge of 



b6 
blC 



third degree assault against a policeman? 

The picketing of September 20, 19^3, was 
reported in "The Militant" of September 30, 1963, It 
was set forth that the police had twice broken up 
peaceful civil rights demonstrations with horses and 
clubs . 

(U) At the memh^rshin mee ting of the NYL held on 



August 29, 1963, |_ I gave a report on the NYL 

participation in the March on Washington on August 28, 
1963* He said that the SWB group finally amounted to 
forty-five people and that it had been possible to sell 
7,000 issues of "The Militant" during the March*V^ 
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(U) In a letter sent to members of the NYL on 

August 31 3 1963, it was set forth that over 7,000 copies 
of "The Militant" had been sold during the March on 
Washington and that many thousands more could easily 
have been sold. It was set forth that the NYL should 
take special pride in the performance &$ its members 
who had participated in the March •££ 

(U) ftJY T--147 "n v/ 
^September 3, 1963 j %\ 

In "The Militant" of November 18, 1963, it 
was set forth that CLIFTON BE BERRY had received 3,514 
votes as SWF candidate for Councilman-at-Large in Brooklyn. 

(U) At a membership meeting held October 31* .. Wp&h 

BEWSh GREEN announced that the CAMD was being reactivated 
** and she urged as many comrades as possible to attend its 
'* %v furiotionsjS^ 



(U) to T-147 



5 H>< 



jNovember 7, 196$ 

(U) GREEN reported on the CAMD at a membership 

meeting of the NYL held December 12, 1963» saying that 
the CAMD must raise at least $5,000 to build up an 
adequate defense .Vi 



(U) r^y T-147 7~\ , 



\Deceraber 20, 1963 



In the Issue of "The Militant" dated March 23, 
1964, it was set forth that the CAMD hdd announced sus- 
pension of all public activity. It stated that the trial 
of the Monroe defendants had been held February 18 through 
28, 1964, and all had been found guilty and sentenced. 
The article went on to state that the defendants had 
announced on the evening before the opening of the trial 
that they were severing their relations with the CAMD. 
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(U) At a membership meeting" of the NYL held March 19, 

1964, BEETA GREEN described the events leading to the 
developments at the trial in Monroe. There followed a 
discussion of the OAMD generally and the Party's role 
in creating it and guiding it over the three years of 
its existence. It was concluded that events had taken 
an unforeseen course due to the activities of some of 
the Monroe defendants who prevented the uniting of 
various groups active in the defense effort .^L^ 

(U) & T-3.47 ~~W 
|March 26, 1964y^ 

Cm Thus, as of April, 1964, the CAMD, previously 
.■set uo bv the STrJF as a front group, no longer exists. 
The cessation of activities of this committee resulted 
fror t'-t« rejection of the OAMD by the Monroe defendants 
just prior to their trial m Monroe, North Carolina X 






(U) \NYT-l47 
\April 3, 



196a X 



At a meeting of the NYL Executive Committee 
held December 16, 1963, a report was made on civil rights 
and it was proposed that NYL become involved in the rent 
strike being conducted by some Individuals in New York 
City. It was felt that this could be undertaken by 
Negro members but the white members should be working 
on getting subscriptions and making contacts. 






(U) (NY T-227 TAs^ 
January 10, 1964^ 

In reference to the rent strike, issues of "The 
Militant" during the fall and xti-nter of 1963 to 1964, 
made frequent mention of the rent strike movement 
against poor housing conditions in Harlem, In the 
issue of December 23, 1963, it was stated that the 
rent strike had national implications. In the issue 
of January 13, 1964, it xuas set forth that the rent 
strike was successful and that the city power structure 
recognized its potential explosiveness . 
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In "The Militant" of February 3, 1964, CLIFTON 
DE BERRY was described as having prepared a statement for 
delivery at a meeting of New York City {buncll on January 23, 
1964. He never actually delivered the statement at the 
meeting, described as "the wildest hearing ever seen in 
the Council chambers" , because DE BERRY walked out with - 
Others as a boycott of the session. In DE BERRY'S state- 
ment, printed by "The Militant", he said that neither the 
Democrats nor Republicans . had any program for solving < 
the housing problem. He stated that the banks, speculators 
and other big real estate interests control these properties 
arid liked things the way they were. He expressed the 
hope that the rent strike movement would gain such 
momentum as to force a change in the Democratic - 
Republican monopoly of the political picture. 

(U) At its meetings, early in 1964, the NifL al30 

foll^ied activities of the rent strike and its progress^ 
was regularly reported on. Members were asked to mobilize 
in support of the rent strike Q^ 

(U) CNY T-147 

\ January 2, 1964 - 
\February 26, 1964 

, m At the NYL b ranch conference heli February 8 and 

^ ' 9, 1964, 1 1 gave a report on the Negro struggle. 




He said there was a need for the Party to move with cautiqn- 
but to firmly build a Negro cadre for the coming struggle. 
He said the best vehicle was activity in connection with 
the rent strike and through contacts made among the 
thousand subscribers to "The Militant" obtained 
recently, most of whom were Negroes. In the discussion 
that followed everyone spoke hopefully on the prospects 
of the rent strike growing nationally to the gain of the 
radical movement. xZ 

(U) (ny T-147 , O w 
\February 14, 1964\^ 
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(U) On April 3, 1964, a Militant Labor Forum (PS?) was 

held at Party Headquarters by the SUP - NYL on the topic 
"The Northern Negro and the Civil Rights Struggle.'" The 
speaker,. &ARRY STEWART, was introduced as the SVJP can- 
didate for Senator from New Jersey. In his speech, STEWART 
sai^'thafc* Northern Negroes expressed sympathy with Negroes 
suffering in the South, but when stern measures are brought 
uprthey tend to shy away from any suggestion of violence. 
In regard to "self-defense" STEWART said that contrary to 
popular belief Negroes in the past at many times defended 
themselves as individuals. STEWART spoke in favcr of 
organized self 7 defense as a new policy for cbtaining 



Negro rights 3a£. 



(U) 



\NY T- 
\Aoril 



'^ 6 1964^< 



A characterisation of the MLF is 
contained in the appendix hereto. 

At an Executive Com mittee meeting of the NYL held be 



April 6* 1964 J I proposed a campaign to *^$& 

"The Militant |H Oh the newsstands in the Negro commu^ifc 
He noted the rising acceptance of "The Militant" by Wegpo^s 
and it was agreed that a campaign be organised on a profess- 
ional basis to start the following weekend. 



(u) WfL^.^V 

On April 6, 1964, a letter was sent from 



ljuiie 12, 1964] 



to NYL - SUP members setting forth that a meeting 
xeaTCUring 1 MALCOLM X was scheduled to take place April 8, 
1964, at the Palm Gardens Ballroom, 310 Nest 52nd Street, 
New York, New York, fie instructed that all members be at 
this meeting one hour before it x*as scheduled to start and 
to be available for assignment. He described the meeting 
as a political act of first importance, saying that the 
turnout of the NYL would be a public test of the SWP 
potential. He also stated it was important to exploit 
the opportunities for selling subscriptions, literature 
and making contacts .^4* 

(U) CNYT-147 "~\ 
\April 8, I964j£^ 
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(U) At the MALCOLM X msetln&'JSJs^WvSa'iZ, 1964, 

the speaker remarked that he had been in Cleveland a 
few days earlier where violence had occurred in a civil 
rights protest with the police having rocks thrown at * 

them in response to fire hoses and tear gas. MALCOLM X 3 

summed up by saying it was Molotcv cocktails yesterday, 
stones today and hand grenadesitomorrow. This remark 
resulted in extended applause jg£ 

MALCOLM X also stated that the bl&ck man wanted 
his rights and economically, politically and socially* 
would not stop until he gofe them. He said that in the 
future white men as well as Negroes would be losing their 
blood. He stated that Negroes like others had the right 
to crcan arms and although he did not advocate initiating 
violence, if a intruder came to his porch he would use , / ; 
Jhis rifle.. 

- (U) ^ 'i'~l65 ^i. . 
Upril 15j 1964aV 

( u ) At a membership meeting of the NYL held 

April 9, 1964, the MALCOLM X meeting of April 8, 1964 was 
discussed. It was stated that MALCOLM X showed evidence 
of having absorbed ^ome of GEORGE BREITMAN's ideas on 
the Negro question .^L 

(U)V?YT-147 ""W 
toril 13, 1964J ^ 

(U) At a membership meeting bf the NYL held April 25, 

1964, a special report was given on the success obtained 
in getting "The Militant 15 on the major newsstands in 
Harlem. It was said this was helped by the big coverage 
in "The Militant ,: of the talk by MALCOLM X. £\ 

( u ) Cny T-147 

\April 28, 1964 
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(U) A membership meeting of the NYL was held on 

May ,7., 196'4. at which there was a discussion of the 
"staXUins" held by Negro civil rights groups in New 
York. The &ain ideas advanced in the discussion was 
that this was the farthest, and most militant stage 
that the Negro r>eople hdd arrived at and that the NYL 
should prepare itself for intervention in this type of 
movement. Some of the members objected to intervention 
because of the lack of Negro cadres in the Party .'V 



(U) <\NY T-147 



«& 



\May 13, 1964 

(U) A MLF was held May 8, 1964. which was in the 

fprm oi" a symposium on the topic *'Ma3S Civil Disobedience 
for Civil Rights. '* The summary of remarks made by partic- 
^..-ipsti^g speakers was that Negroes would continue to use 
£-. t the device of mass civil disobedience and other methods 
'•>]"'' if necessary until they obtained "freedom;, justice and 
equaliity." It was mentioned that the "white poller 
structure" wanted to keep Negroes in servitude. It was 
agreed that the World's Pair stall-in was a success 
because it was a revolutionary tactic and it accomplished 
its objective of harrassing white people.^ 



(U) \ NY T-228 
(May 11, 19 



»">k 



(m At a membership meeting of NYL held May 14, 

1964, it was announced that on May 18, 1964, there would 
be a demonstration sponsored by the Congress of Racial 
Equality (CORE) and the National Association for the 
Advancement of Colored People (NAACP) at New York City 
Hall on May 18, 1964. SWP members were asked to attend 
and six of those present volunteered.) 



(U) 



\~NY T-228 ~~Kj 
\May 19, 1964_\9^ 
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(U) An announcement was made at a MEF held May 29, 

196b, that a picketing was planned for June 1, 1964, at 
the New York Times Building on 43rd Street between fth 
and 8th Avenues in New York. This was to protest a 
series of articles appearing in the "New y/srk Tiinss" 
alleging that Harlem gangs were operating on a "hate , 
white basis." Support xiras urged for this picket lineJ^L 



(U) M T-166 

May 30, 1964 



5 ^W 



The area described wras observed by a Special 
Agent of the Federal Bureau of Investigation on June 1, 
196k, and it was noted th&t a picket line formed shortly- 
after noon and continued until about 12s45;p*iru The 
piekst^re never numbered more than six at any one time, 
and fcftkfs included a small boy aboat ten or ivaelve years 
old. 3igns carried by fchos3 picketing and chants shouted 
by them were in opposition to the :, New York Times," Hew 
York City's Police Commissioner and Jim Cro.j* 

At a membership meeting of the NYL held May 28, 
1964, there ivas a lengthy discussion on the movement led 
by MALCOLM X since his split with ELIJAH MOHAMMAD. The 
general summary was that MALCOLM X claimed h^ was not 
familiar with Marxism but that he and the SvJ? were allied 
similarly politically* It was stated that fee outlook of 
MALCOLM X in regard to whites was improving and that he 
would now accept help from them. Also discussed was the 
fact that he was advocating a "united front" of all Negro 
leaders which is what the SWP had always advocated .<Sl 

(U) Cny T-228 

\June 1, 1964 

(\\) At a membership meeting of the NYL held June 25 $ 

K J 1964, it was announced that the NYL would sell "The Militant" 
at the Harlem Armory, June 28, 1964, prior to the time that 
ELIJAH MDHAMMAD was to speak there. Instructions were given 
that if members were asked if they were for MALCOLM X or 
for ELIJAH MUHAMMAD that should reply that they were fo^C 
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(U) "Negro unity." Also at this meeting | p resented 

an educational talk on black nationalism and Marxism. He 
said -that they had two things in common, both Were "rev- 
olutionary and anti-capitalist." He said that both move- 
ments' were a fight to the finish against this society^ 



1:6 
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(U) ^i£8,,^^ 



\june 29, 1964__ 






(U) ' "-At the meeting on June 25, 1264, it 

was said that selling "The Militant" would be a chance 
to "get at" some of the i:&>porte;rs of MUHAMMAD. A maximun 
turnout was requested for this occasion^/ 

(U) \~ny T-147 ~Tv/ 
\july 2, 1964A ^ 

"''-•^ The S¥P issued a publication entitled, "Party 

Campaigner" dated June, 1964, which described acvitities 
uncfertaken by the SUP in various areas. One of these 
articles discussed the MLF during the period January - 
May, 1964. It was set forth that in the 22 public 
meetings which had been h.$ld, 12 of the gu-sst speakers 
had been Negroes. In describing the subject matter of the 
1964 forums it was noted that the largest number, 10, had 
been on the Negro struggle. 

Another article in the "Party Campaigner" was on 
the subject of newsstand sales of "The mutant" in Harlem. 
It was set forth that there was so&e question about the 
reception the SWP would get from black nationalists in 
Harlem, but when the campaign began this proved no real 
barrier. It was reported that there were now 45 Harlem 
newsstands which regularly sold "The Militant." It was 
further stated that there were now between 75 and 100 
people who bought "The Militant" on newsstands in Harlem. 

(U) ^J T -i47 *A U 
J July 9, 1964] y^ 
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In regard to t-he rally held by ELIJAH 
tfDE&MMED on June 28, 1964, SWP members in New York 
were informed that despite instructions by MOHAMMED ' s 
supporters to the crowd not to buy the paper, over 
400 copies of "The Militant" had been sold. Later, 
at a r^lly of backers of MALCOLM X, 150 copies were 
sold. 




(U) nf /T -228 

\ July 7, 1964 






*k< 



A meeting of the NYL Executive Com mittee 
_ws.s h^iri on June 29 , 1964, and at this meetin g! I 



3 



reported that MALCOLM SI had launched a new 

■jjwsy called the Qx-ganl&ation for Afro-American Unity 
(OAAtJ). It was voted to have SWP Negro members try 
to Join this organization, 

^ Cm T- 2£7 7 \/ 
\ July 10, 1964J j^ 

On July 1, 1964, it wa s sfcafccsg at the 
hfiaflnnprftprfl pf the SW? - NYL that[ knd 



had joined MALCOLM X*s OAAtT an<i that 

Jwanted to join but did not have the 

$2*00 fee at the time. Qtiier SWP members favored a 
guerilla- type army to march to Mississippi and some 
said they would join with MALCOLM X if he should 
initiate such a force „^^- 

(U) fiJy T~ 228 -^ 

\july 2, 1964 J^ 
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In the issue of "The Militant" dated July 
13, 1964, the£Q : *was printed the full text of the 
statement of basic aims of the OAATJ. Furthermore, 
CLIFTON DE BERRY was quoted as saying, "We welcome 
the formation of the OAAU by MALCOLM X and other 
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./black militants as a giant step towards the real 
black revolution in America" ♦ 



(U) 



(U) 



(U) 



A characterization of -the OAAU is 

contained in 'the Appendix Section 
of ihis reposrt. 



At a meeting of thft twl frfili July 23 , 

19^ a report was given by | |on the 

rioting which had taken place in Harlem on the 
previous weekend. He said that the Negro rioting 
was an act of desperation on the p f ?,rt of the 
Negroes, He said that there was no communis t In- 
volvement in the rioting as reported in the press # 




said that thD Negroes woitld need guns and 
they m a?r"evenfcua.l ly go against the police to get 
them* | | stated that the n £egro radicals" 
and the SWP were allied becaiise they ware the only 
ttff. groups who were against the present society ^^ 

stated that the rioting and 
organization, but in answer to 

mirority one 
were also 



looting was wicnout 

the fact that these people were in the 

could answer that other "revolutionaries n 

in the minority until they took over and became the 

majority. | gave as an example the Russian 

Revolution In which "the police had a pL?*n for the 
first, second, third, fourth; fifth and sixth days, 
but thsv nev er go^ to the sixth day"* £t Kas 



opinion that the rioting was a pre-revo- 
lutionary tendency and that the change of communist 
infiltration had been propagandised because whites 
simply.cjpuld not believe it was the work of Negroes 
alone * >&* 



In the discussion following] J It 

was the general concensus of the members present that 
the police should be removed from Harlem, The rioting 
and looting which took place In the Bedfcrd-Stuyvesant 
area of Brooklyn was referr ed to as a "se cond front". 
One of the members present J I said that she 

had been with the downtown Brooklyn. CORE unit during 
the rioting and she had been responsible for numerous , 
telephone calls to the police to send them on false^c/ 
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alarms laying there were demonstrations at various 
places.^ 
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[July 30, 1964^^ 



At the NYL meeting of July 23, 1964 ] I 
]stated that the only radical group he knew 



be 

b7C 



of playing a role in the Negro riots was the progressive 
Labor Movement (PLKE), which operates the Harlem Defense 
.Council, He said ti.ss PLM issued a weekly newspaper, 
"Challenge" which was geared to the black ghetto and 
which was doing a fine job in his opinion.* 



stated that the strategy of 



DO 

b7C 



Brooklyn CORE in making telephone calls to the police 
department ostensibly from private citizens was to get 
as many of the police out of Harlem as possible^. 

(U) [NY T~ 147 

1 July 29, 1964 
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A characterisation of the FLM and 
the Harlem Defense Council as?-* 
contained in the Appendix Section 
of this report. 

On July 2, 1964, a meeting of the Students 
for DE BERRY and SHAW was held in Hamilton Hall, Room 
212, Columbia University, New York City, The main 
speaker at this meeting was JAMES SEAB&553* introduced 
as an aide to MALCOLM X. SHABAZZ predicted that 
police would be murdered in the streets of Harlem. 
He characterized the rioters, in New York City as 
"freedom fighters" and he approved of the riots and 
looting. 
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A characterization of Students 

for DE BERRY and SHAW is contained . 

in the Appendix Section of this report . r ,, -, 

V 

On July 23, 1964, a meeting was held at 
Central Plaza Annex., New York, New York, which had 
representatives of a number of groups,* including 
the SWP. The purpose and main theiae cf the meeting 
was solidarity as it related to the Negro working 
class and the White working class. Jxi the discussion, 
it was decided that street demonstrations in the 
civil rights fight must utilize botti Whites and; 'Negroes 
in integrated protects, in this regard, a protest 
march and demonstration was planned for fche following 
meeting* 

(U) (Sy 0?- 229 

piiy 23„ 1964 

The identity of the individual representing 
the SWP at the meeting held July 23, 19S4 xae FRED 
KAL3TEAD. A continuing committee formed -v; thi3 
meeting took the name Harlem Solidarity Committee >/ 

(U) \n? T-37 ~\v 
\july 24, 1964JV 

A characterization of the Harl. : .ra 
Solidarity Cor;imittee is contained 
in the Appendix Section of this 
report. 

At a meeting of the NYL held August 13, 1964, 
CLIFTON DE BERRY reported on a Harlem street meeting 
which had been sc heduled for Au gust Q s 1964, and which 

of the Freedom Now Party, 
to speak in 
was arrested.! 



was organ ized by 



had been for bidden by the polios 
that area and, when he tried to do so, 
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DEI.BERRY said that SWP was defending! 
andChad enlisted the aid of the American Civil Liberties 
Union to defend him when his case came up in court, 
DE BERRY said he had been able to speak on August 8, 1964, 
although he predicted that it would not be long before)^ 
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(U) other individuals would be forbidden to speak in 
Harlem. <&, 

m> In the discussion that followed, the 
^ ; opinion was expressed that the PLM was responsible 
for the actions of the police and had made it 
difficulty or " white radicals " to aid in the Negro 
struggle, p^ 



( u ) (NY T- £28 



\NY T- £28 *"\ / 

Uugu3t 14, 1964\V 



on August;"- M, ^964 

The arrest of I | Vas printed; b6 



in the August 30, 1964 late city edition of the " New b7c 
York Herald Tribune", It set forth thai I \ had 
attempted to speak at an outdoor rally of the "Trotskyist 
Socialist Workers Party.." 

A meeting of the Executive Committee of the NYL 
Was held on August 31, 1964, and at this meeting a report 
was made on a Harlem street meeting held August 29., 1964. 
The meeting was regarded as a success in view of limited 
goals set up. It was reported, however s that only a 
small number of Negroes were in attendance at the meeting. 
It was proposed that street meetings by held in Harlem 
on a weekly basis for the next four weeJcs. It was 
further proposed that efforts be made for joint actio*- 
with nationalist groups in an attack on both "<.spit&lJUt" 
parties. The value cf joint meetings was emphasized 
with the goal of dra-^hg out the nationalists and 
inflicting pressure on them to speak out now and not be 
silent on the issue. 

It was proposed and accepted that the SWP 
continue to have its own regular meetings but arrange a 
series of meetings involving black nationalists, also. 

(U) Cny T-227 

September 11, 1964 
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A street meeting was held by the NYL at 
125th Street and Seventh Avenue in Harlem, on 
September 5, 1964. The rally was observed by 
SAS of the FBI and it was noted that a maximum 
of 50 people were present. 

A panel discussion open to the public was 
held at SWP Headquarters in New York City, on 
September 18, 1964 on the issue of support for 
the Democratic Party. One of the speakers was 
PAUL BOUTELLE, who was violently anti-white and 
pro -black in his remarks. He said he wanted a 
totally black Freedom Now Party. He said this 
was necessary because the present system is 
politically j economically and socially oriented 
towards and controlled by the ! white supremacist 
ruling class" . 

Another speaker, LEZ EDMOND, was also 
vigorously anti-white in his remakrs. He, too, 
supported a Freedom Now Party consisting only of 
Negroes. He said that even if his own mother 
supported the white -dominated government, he 
would throw her out. He said he hoped there would 
be another CASTRO in the Latin American countries 
and more soldiers killed in Vietnam, because this 
would. .hasten the destruction of the political system 
in the United States. 

(U) Vy T-230 

September 22, 1964 
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3. Plans, Program ana Directives 

Appearing in SEP Publications and 
Other Publicity Media 

In the Spring 1963 edition of "International 
Socialist Review' 1 an article by V1LLIAM F. VJARDE was 
pointed entitled "The Emancipation Proclamation". 
WARDE wrote that in the 100 years since LINCOLN 
issued the Emancipation Proclamation, very little 
had been accomplished toward placing Negroes on an 
equal status with whites. Ke claimed that there had 
been a barrier between ths white working class and 
the Negroes* which had prevented these groups from 
working together for their common good. He predicted 
that fc& present, however, there was an increasingly 
militant temper" in the movement for racial equality 
which marked the beginning of a dse^ chaa.se in American 
life and politics. This, according to WARDE* had rev- 
olutionary implications, as before long the mass of 
KJ»rker3 would rebel against the "reactionary anti-labor 
policies" and bring them into opposition with the 
Administration. With this, both the Negro and worker 
segments would find themselves arrayed against the 
common foe. 

WARDE claimed that these "anti-RiC^opolist 
forces" would have to seek points of contact and mutual 
support and in their practical collaboration, prejudices 
would disappear and a new alliance would be formed. He 
concluded that the Emancipation proclamation would be 
realized for blacks and whites alike in the freedom which 
a socialist America would bring. 

Beginning in the Spring of 1963, "The Militant" 
began to advocate that Negroes in the South take up arms 
in self-defense during theitf integration struggles. 
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In the issue of May 20, 1963* a statement from 
the SWP NO to President KEHHEDY was printed which con- 
cluded that the right to self-defense was a basic human 
right. It was set forth that abled bodied men chosen 
by Birmingham* s Negro community should b« deputized and 
armsd by the Federal Government for that city's self- 
defense and to exercise police powers. 

In "The mutant", May- 27* 1963, an editorial 
was printed setting forth that the Negroes of Birmingham 
stood unarmed against the law enforcement agencies in. the 
city. The editorial thought all those for civil rights 
should let the Negroes of '"Birmingham and the South know 
that th*,y support fcheir right to arm themselves for the 
fight against "racist 1 ' attacks. 

In "The Militant" of June 24, 1963* there was 
priced" another article setting forth that the govern- 
ment had defaulted in police protection of 3§©g£3«3. In 
view of this it was stated the Negroes had the right to 
arm and train themselves for self-defense. Xt was set 
forth that Negro neighbors should be protected and guards 
should be provided for Negro leaders to prevent their 
assassination. 

"The Militant" in its issue of Augnut 5?. 1963* 
set forth that the Negro struggle had occupied the major 
attention at the 1963 SUP National Convention, It further 
set forth that this convention had an increased number of 
Negro delegates. 

* In the issue of "The Militant" dated August 19, 
1963, there was printed under a page 1 banner headline a 
story hailing the proposal by "civil rights activists' to 
form a PNP.' It was set forth that a MP with candidates 
responsible only to the colored masses could rapidly become 
a real political power for the Negro revolution. It was 
further added that white unionists and militants could 
greet a FNP as a national ally in the fight against 
anti-labor forces xtfilch control the Democratic and 
Republican parties i 
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There has been previously set forth information 
coneerrAiiG ?W? participation in the March on Washington, 
August 28, I9o3, tarough the sale of "The Militant 11 . 

In the issue of ,: The MOitar.-t anted September 23, 
1963, the lead story set forth that Negroes in Birmingham, 
Alabama, had armed themselves and were patroling their 
neighborhoods. The story went on to say that the self- 
defense measures taken by Birmingham's Negroes constituted 
the only protection they ht-.d. Law enforcement bodies 
were described as a constant thre-at to fchcs-r safety. 
"The Militant" demande-.c 'c^afc Precident KStiBSEY deputize 
and arrc the Negro people o* Birmingham for self -defense 
and to send Federal troops to occupy Alabama to disarm 
the ''r-te-tst police" and military forces there. 

The January 33 j !?&*■ ism» of "li^e Militant" 
anncJUi.ced the candidacies of CLIFTON DE 3KCIRY &>s? 
President of the United States and EDWARD SHAM .7ov 
Vice President. The candidates were quoted as saying 
they stood for "Freedom Now" and demanded tnat the 
Negroes' right to vote be enforced with integrated 
Federal troops. The candidates also upheld the right 
of Negroes to organize in self-defense against attack. 

The January 14, 1964 edition of the "How York 
Times" carried an article setting forth that BE BERRY 
had been nominated by the S T iP as its candidate for 
President. It further set forth that DE BERRY had been 
on a national speaking tour supporting the idea of a 
ENP as a step toward independent political action by 
labor and Negroes. 

In the "New Tork Times" of January 15. 1964. an 
article was printed setting forth that 



1 of the FNP, asserted that speeches b6 



by DE BERRY were tending to confuse the FNP with the SWP. 
aid the*»e was no chance that his Party would endorse 
Y, the SWP candidate for president. 
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Th» SliP election platform was printed In the 
issue of "The mutant" dated April 6. 1964. Concerning 
the Negroes, the platform had this to say: 

"For Negroes, Mexicans, Puerto Ricans and other 
minorities the problems are the most severe. Those 
employed usually draw the dirtiest, hardest, lowest- 
paid Jobs. They are largely restriebed to ghetto life 
in slum area3 where they must pay high rent for squalid 
quarters. Their neighborhood schools are the poorest, 
most overcrowded, least well staffed. Such social 
services as are extended to them are at the lowest 
level. Police brutality is an unending part of their 
everyc'&y existence, and most everywhere they go they 
face 6£en or thinly-veiled discrimination that violates 
their human dignity and b?JLghts their lives*. 

"With great fanfare a token civil-rights bill 
is introduced into Congress where capitalist politicans 
will cynically play preelection politics with it. Negro 
freedom fighters peacefully demonstrating for their civil 
rights .are subjected to brutal police attacks. Freedom 
fighters who defend themselves against white supremacist 
violence are framed up, as were four people recently 
convicted on fake "kidnap" charges in Monroe, North 
Carolina, and sentenced to long prison terras. 

"Those who would maintain racial oppression 
have, as a current NAACP report correctly states, 
"resisted the Constitution and court rulings by force, 
by deceit, by tokenism, by stalling litigation and by 
such legislative maneuvers as the filibuster. 

"Fed up with a century of tokenism, the Negro 
people are demanding freedom now, and they are fighting 
for it. Their mood was symbolized by the big Southern 
demonstrations last year, called to protest discrimination 
and segregation and to demand the right to vote. Wave 
after wave of Negro freedom fighters went up against 
police dogs and fire hoses; undaunted by mass arrests, 
they came out of jail determined to continue the battle 
for human dignity. and elementary rights . 
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"In the giant March on Washington, sparked by 
the Southern demonstrations, Negroes came from all over 
the sl&nd to voice their demands for Jobs and freedom. 
The big turnout reflected a rise in Nothern militancy 
under the impetus of the Southern struggle. Rent strikes 
soon began in Northern cities where minorities are seg- 
gregated in rat-infested slums. School boycotts followed 
in opposition to segregation of Negro and Puerto Rican 
children in the educational system. Negroes, and Puerto 
Ricans inspired by the Negro example, are demanding their 
democratic rights in the unions and pressing for union 
support of their right to fail equality In employment. 

"Confronted with a lack of response from con- 
servative urion officials* they are taking action on 
•their gm. Construction a? tea, hotels and other places 
are •jjS.t3se?.»fi to protest die^rimination in hiring and to 
"aeosw squal rights on the job. Demands are pressed for 
hig?>3r minimum-wage laws covering all workers and for a 
shorter work- week to provide more jobs. Protest demon- 
strations are conducted against police brutality and 
there is growing sentiment to exercise the constitutional 
right of self-defense against extra-legal hooligan attacks 
on civil-rights demonstrators. 

"A group of prominent Negroes distributed a 
manifesto at the Kareh on Washington calling; for inde- 
pendent Negro political. adtion. "One hundred years of 
waiting for Democratic and Republican politicans to 
correct our grievances i3 too long," they said. "We 
have to take our freedom j no one will hand it to us. 
That is why . . . we call upon all who believe in true 
emanciaption to join us in forming the Freedom Now Party." 

"For these reasons the Socialist Workers Party 
supports independent Negro political action cf the type 
manifested in the call for a Freedom Now Party" 
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